Two Chinese killed | n Algeria 

a* 5 (AfP)— 7 * 0 Chinese nationals were killed Monday 
Islamic group at AI Harrach m the eastern suburbs of 
govermnent officials said here. The dead -men were 
JihMmb working Otl a aam near Tirewa wcr .l _ 


saapreter, uu KaUa, 03. The men were in an vehicle when they 
pat firtti np« by? group of armed men. Two of the gunmen 
sere police, who c h ased their vehicle for several 

* 3 anetres, offiaals said. It was the fust time Chinese nationals 
jjwbeen killed in i<Ugena m an Islamic militant attack. Two other 
CJiuese national disappeared in March and there has been no 
tens of their whereabouts. I sla m ic fundamentalists annou nce d 

had IddnsDncd fh# 1 fmmHini* «.e - « • ■ 


ejaft- ill tne nrsr acnon or ms Kind* the Islamic Salvation Army 
(AIS) said in a satement to AFP that it bad abducted the director 
of Horoscope-Mj«ere&, Brahnn Taouchicbet, adding that an 
“idaisjc tribunal would try him for unspecified crimes. 
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Red Crescent ready for pipeline deal 

ANKARA, (R) — Turkey’s Red Crescent society said Monday it 
was read y to h elp distribute humanitarian aid to Iraq, a move that 
c pould^ase me dead lock over a U.N. plan to flush Iraqi oil from the 
trans-Turkey pipeline. "We arc irady to organise and handle 
distribution when and if agreement is reached.” a senior Red 
Crescent official told Reuters. "As far as I know the Iraqis are in 
favour of the scheme but it is not the Red Crescent's decision.” he 
said. Senior Turkish and Iraqi diplomats held talks in Ankara last 
week to further the plan of flushing the oil to repair and maintain 
the rusting pipeline from Kirkuk to Turkey’s Mediterranean 
terminals. The sticking point is Iraq’s rejection of U.N. demands 
that the world body monitor fair distribution of food and medicine 
to dissident Kurds and other ethnic groups. Iraq rays U.N. 
supervision would violate its sovereignty. ’The Red Crescent can 
handle the operation in the north and other parts of Iraq if 
necessary. Since last year we have been delivering humanitarian 
supplies to 1.5 million people in the north." the relief official said. 
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Israeli warplanes 
gttackS. Lebanon 

VABATIYEH (AP) — 
irraefi warplanes blasted sus- 
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pected hideouts of guerrillas 
- B Sooth Lebanon Monday, 
jsenrity sources said. The 
so ur c es said two fighter jets 
ared two missiles on Jabal 
jlafih in Iqlim A1 Tufah at 
4:10 p.m. Iqlim A1 Tufah is a 
stronghold of Hizbollah 
rrtnch spearheads a guerilla 
warfare to dislodge Israel 
from an enclave it occupies in 
Sooth Lebanon as a “security 
zone.” In Israel, die army 
command confirmed the 
feack. There was no immedi- 
ie word on casnalties from 
the air strike. In 32 previous 
attacks on Lebanon this year, 
66 people were killed and 241 
wounded, by Lebanese police 
count.' 

Fateh killed 11 
‘collaborators’— Rabin 
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Egypt-Palestine 
panel to meet 

&VIRO (AFP) — The 
^yptian-Palestinian joint 
' committee will meet here 
next week, the local Middle 
East News agency (MENA) 
reported Monday. MENA 
quoted Adel Ai Sufti, the 
economic affairs assistant to 
the foreign minister, as 
saying that the committee 
«01 discuss the implementa- 
tion of the economic and 
ftde agreement signed here 
between the two sides last 
January. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa will head 
toe Egyptian delegation in 
die tails, while his Palesti- 
nian counterpart Farouk 
Kaddoumi will lead the 
Palestinian team, Mr. Sufti. 
laid. Mr. Sufti said officials 
horn various ministries have 
been meeting in the Foreign 
Ministry here to discuss 
Egyptian development pro- 
jects in the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. 

Six strangled in 
Frankfurt brothel 

FRANKFURT (R) — Five 
WHnen and one man were 
jtaud strangled to death in a 
“gb-dass brothel in down- 
I pwn Frankfort on Monday 
Nee said. The women had 

i 21 wor king a* toe 
! on Sunday night and 
' man bad apparently run. 
9* private sex dub, located 
• fra shattered villa near the 
; naokfurt banking district. 
As far as we can make out 
people were all strang- 
j”»" pofice spokesman Peter 
“tom told reporters at the 
San e of the enme. It was not 
Jet clear how they were 
jangled or how many peo- 
P*e had been involved in the 
®jrder. Mr. Oehm described 
brothel as “a sort of 
Private dub to which usually 
° n |y insiders have aocess.” 

Ionian Airbus case 
:*d|ourned sine die 

JHEHAGUE(AFP)— The 
^national Court of Justice 
adjourned Monday sine 
Sc hearings into the July 
7®? downing of an Iranian 
a ®finer by a u.S. warship 
toe loss of 290 lives. The 
sjfc, sheduled to begin Sept. 
^ was shelved at the request 
? both Iran, which had 
J°°ght the inddent before 
Jjj* U.N.’s highest judicial 
in May 1989, and the 


King: Jordan has every right to live and prosper 

HM says Jerusalem shrines too vital an issue that could have been delayed 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
armed wing of Yasser Ara- 
i fat’s mainstream group Fateh 
. bas killed 11 Palestinians sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel in tbe past few months. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Monday. Tbe ex- 
ecutions were carried out by 
the Fateh Hawks in the self- 
mJe area of Jericho in the 
West Bank, Mr. Rabin told 
the parliamentary foreign 
sod defence committee here. 
“We take these assassina- 
tions very seriously,” he said, 
quoted by military radio. Mr. 
Rabin has decided for this 
reason to postpone negotia- 
tions with tile PLO (m further 
releases of Palestinian prison- 
ers, tbe radio said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Monday that Jordan had sac- 
rificed more than any other 
country in the Middle East 
conflicts and had every right 
to ex erase its options to live 
and prosper, away from ten- 
sion and based on a just, 
durable and comprehensive 
solution to the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

King Hussein, in an 
address to officers from tbe 
Fifth Royal Armoured Divi- 
sion, also said that Jordan 
does not compete with any- 
one over Jerusalem and that 
the Kingdom’s finks with the 
Islamic shrines in the Holy 
Qty were “eternal and deep 
in our heart, mind and con- 
science.” 

Religious sovereignty over 
the shrines is a right of the 
entire Islamic Ummah in line 
with the Omari covenant and 
Jerusalem should be above 
all political considerations, 
the King said. 

Noting that many Jorda- 
nian fives have been sacri- 
ficed for Jerusalem, the King 
pointed out that his great 
grandfather AI Hussein Ben 
Afi, who gave his life in 


support of the Palestinians 
and the Palestinian cause to 
ensure their right on their 
national soil, was buried near 
AI Aqsa Mosque. 

The King expressed hope 
that a just and honourable 
solution would be readied for 
the Palestinian problem in 
general and tbe issue of Jeru- 
salem in accordance with Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
Resolution 242. 

Reaffirming Jordan’s quest 
for a negotiated settlement to 
the Middle East conflict, the 
King noted that the Kingdom 
extended its umbrella to the 
Palestinians so that they 
could attend the peace pro- 
cess launched in Madrid in 
1991. “It was difficult and 
even impossible for the 
Palestinians to exercise their 
right to represent themselves 
had it not been for the Jorda- 
nian umbrella,” the King 
said. 

However, the Palestinians 
“surprised us and opted to go 
their own way and to address 
their problems and issues in 
isolation from us,” said the 
King referring to die secret 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) negotia- 









Hh Majesty King Hussein on 

tions that produced toe 
autonomy agreeement in 
September 1993. 

“We sxaited from the same 
point where the Lebanese, 
the Syrians, and the Palesti- 
nians started in Madrid until 
tbe Palestinians, represented 


Monday addresses the Fifth Royal Arm o ured Division (Armed 


by their sole and legitimate 
representative, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), acted on their own 
and signed the Palcstinian- 
Israefi accord in Washing- 
on,” the King said. 

“Jordan later agreed on 


tbe Jordan] an-Isracli agenda, 
but at the same time did not 
comprise its firm and solid 
position, calling for a just, 
comprehensive and durable 
peace in the region,” the 
King noted. 

Jordan's participation in 


Forces photo) 

tbe peace process has en- 
abled it to regain its territo- 
rial and water rights, be said. 

The King called for main- 
taining national unity, saying 
that the Jordanian family re- 
flects the “genuine picture of 
the immigrants and the sup- 


Jordan, Israel study security proposals 

Progress reported on civil aviation, linkage of power grids 


from Nermeen Murad at The Moriah Plaza Dead Sea Hotel 


AS JORDAN and Israel en- 
tered into the second round 
of bilaterals at this Dead Sea 
resort, subcommittees on 
both “rights” and “coopera- 
tion" registered varied de- 
grees of progress in their 
talks. 

Tbe slowest progress was 
in negotiations over water 
and boundaries, while the 
economic committee and the 
civil aviation committee 
appear to be set to reach 
agreement by the end of this 
round of bilaterals Thursday. 

Although the top Israeli 
and Jordanian water nego- . 
tiators had agreed to the 
“context” of their talks in 
Wadi Araba in June, the 
wrangling between toe two 
sides over scarce water re- 
sources bas not become any 
easier. 

While both sides had de- 
clared in Wadi Araba that 
they have agreed to the 
“mutual recognition of right- 
ful shares m the Jordan River 
and Yarmouk River,” the 
Israeli side appears now to 
have sidelined tins recogni- 
tion to what it considers a 


more “pragmatic” concern. 

Israeli negotiators want 
their water talks with Jordan 
to deal primarily with finding 
and cultivating new sources 
of water for both states main- 
taining that even if it was to 
allocate a fair water share to 
Jordan that would not be 
enough to solve the problem 
of water in the area. 

Jordanians do not disagree 
with Israelis over the fact that 
water is scarce and that coop- 
eration is necessaiy to ‘in- 
crease the quantities and im- 
prove toe quality of available 
water sources,” as one Israeli 
water negotiator termed fr. 

But, Jordan insists that to 
reach the point where it is 
ready to cooperate with 
Israel on cultivating new wa- 
ter sources, it needs to have 
resolved the problem of tbe 
Kingdom’s water “rights.” 

And it is not a new Jorda- 
nian position. In fact if Jor- 
dan was to highlight any kind 
of progress in its negotiations 
over water it would be over 
the recognition of its right to 
water in the Jordan River. 

Israel, since its occupation 


of the West Bank in 1967, bas 
diverted all tbe water from 
the Jordan River and bas 
refused all Jordanian protests 
that it also has a right to 
utilise water from that river 
which forms a natural border 
‘between the two states. 

Israeli negotiators, asked 
by the press whether Israel is 
ready to deliver on Jordan's 
right to water shares, brush 
aside the question and press 
ahead with their argument 
for concentrating on develop- 
ing new water resources. 

Jordanian negotiators dis- 
miss tbe Israeli comments 
and say that actual negotia- 
tions are over the "rightful 
allocation of water” and the 
exact amounts that Jordan 
will receive from not only the 
two rivets but also other wa- 
ter sources such as under- 
ground basins. 

“The two sides are nego- 
tiating rights and not coop- 
eration,” a Jordanian nego- 
tiator on water told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“The water talks are de- 
finitely difficult talks,”, said 
Dr. Marwan Muasher, 


spokesperson of the Jorda- 
nian delegation. “But they 
have not reached a stale- 
mate.” 

“It is difficult to reach a 
stalemate,” he said explain- 
ing that a “stalemate only 
happens when the two sides 
have exhausted all options. 
This has not happened.” 

“We are as interested as 
Israelis are in cooperating in 
finding new sources of wa- 
ter," he said but be added 
that Jordan insists on resolv- 
ing the water problem first. 

On another level, the chief. 
Israeli security committee 
negotiator, Uzi Dayan told 
Jordanian reporters that Jor- 
dan had agreed to an Israeli 
proposal that would committ 
the two countries to three 
security principles: 

— That each state pledges 
not to threaten its neighbour- 
ing state: 

— That neither state becom- 
es member of any military 
coalition that would threaten 
the security of tbe other 
state; 

— That neither side allow its 
territory to be used as a 
launching pad for attacks on 
the other. 


PLO launches crackdown on Hamas 


Combined agency dispatches 

GAZA CITY — The Palest 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) got tough with its rival 
Hamas on Monday for the 
first time since the launch of 
self-rule, arresting dozens of 
its members in an unpre- 
cedented crackdown aimed at 
ending anti-Israeli attacks. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat personally ordered 
the overnight sweep in the 
Gaza Strip after the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, claimed two attacks 
on Sunday which killed an 
Israeli and wounded seven 
others. Three soldiers were 
also wounded in a bomb 
attack on the West Bank on 
Monday. 

The crackdown drew a stiff 
warning from Hamas. 

Ibrahim Ghosheb, a 
Jordan-based spokesman for 
Hamas, said that Mr. Ara- 
fat’s self-rule authority has 
arrested 35 group members. 

He said that the Palestinian 
police force in the auton- 
omous territories of Gaza 
and Jericho had started col- 
lecting arms from Palesti- 
nians, leaving them vulner- 
able to attacks by Jewish 
settlers, and the Israeli army. 

“It'S a serious crackdown 
launched by Arafat” against 
Palestinian mujahedeen, or 
holy warriors, “and it comes 
in response to Israeli and 
other pressures exercised on 


the PLO to control Hamas,” 
Mr. Ghosheh told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

“We hold Arafat responsi- 
ble for the latest develop- 
ments,” he said. “He’ll be 
responsible for the negative 
consequences of bis actions. 

“We’ve been keen to avoid 
any Palestinian-Palestinian 
friction since the outset of the 
so-called peace negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Ghosbeh said. 

But, “since Mr. Arafat is 
cracking down on tbe Mu- 
j abed ecu of Hamas and other 
Palestinian factions.... we’re 
left with no choice... be will 
have no one but himself to 
blame for the consequences 
of his actions." 

Israel, meanwhile, 
threatened to delay im- 
plementing any new Palesti- 
nian self-rule agreements un- 
less Mr. Arafat cracks down 
on extremists. 

The warning came from 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Despite the tension, the 
Israel-Palestinian negotia- 
tions on expanding self-rule 
resumed Monday at the Erez 
crossing point between Israel 
and Gaza. 

Mr. Rabin issued the se- 
vere warning after visiting the 
Gaza Strip intersection where 
militants opposed to the 
peace process carried out a 
series of attacks. One Israeli 
was killed and six wounded 
near the Jewish settlement 


block of Gush Katif when 
assailants opened fire on 
Israeli vehicles in two inci- 
dents Sunday. 

“We do not see on the part 
of die Palestinian authority a 
serious effort to deal with 
those who oppose the agree- 
ment.” Mr. Rabin told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Rabin said Israel 
would continue negotiating 
on expanding self-rule but no 
agreements would be im- 
plemented until the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
could prove it would curb 
such attacks. 

“We cannot accept that the 
Palestinian side does not ful- 
fill its part in maintaining 
peace and quiet, or at least 
makes a serious effort to sig- 
nificantly reduce it, and we 
continue with the process as 
if nothing happened,” Mr. 
Rabin said. ’ 

He said there had been 39 
shootings, firebombs thrown 
or other violence since the 
Palestinian police took over 
self-rule in May. but that 
Sunday’s victim was the first 
civilian killed. Four soldiers 
died in Gazarm previous inci- 
dents, he noted. 

Right-wing leader Ariel 
Sharon called for cutting off 
talks with the Palestinians. 

Top Palestinian negotiator 
Nabil Shaath said the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
issued special orders to deal 
with the crisis. 


“The Palestinian authority 
will do its best to take those 
responsible to justice and to 
prevent ail such acts of vio- 
lence in the future,” Mr. 
Shaath said before starting 
the peace talks. 

To underscore Mr. Rabin's 
seriousness. Israel did not 
open as promised “safe pas- 
sages” for Palestinians to use 
to travel across Israel be- 
tween Gaza and Jericho. The 
travel routes are called for in 
last May's Israel-PLO auton- 
omy pacL 

Mr. Rabin said later that 
he felt the detentions were a 
good sign, but only fulfilling 
tbe previous agreement 
would allow the new one to 
proceed. 

Palestinian police armed 
with lists of names set up 
roadblocks, burst into homes 
early Monday and subjected 
Hamas militants to honrs of 
interrogation, the group said. 

The order came at an 
emergency meeting of the 
Palestinian authority called 
by Mr. Arafat to hammer out 
a plan to tackle the crisis, the 
first real test of the PLO’s 
rule in the new autonomous 
areas. 

About ”20 to 30" Hamas 
activists were arrested, one of 
the group’s leaders said, 
asking to remain anonymous. 
Earlier Ik said 40 had been 
held. 

(Continued mi page 7) 


porters” (those who immi- 
grated with the Prophet 
Mohammad from Mecca to 
Medina and those who sup- 
ported him in Medina). 

The King referred to Jor- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordanian sources co nfir m 
that the first principle was 
established in the common 
agenda signed between Jor- 
dan and Israel in 1993. They, 
however, did not confirm 
that Jordan had accepted the 
two other principles although 
they said the Israelis (fid 
bring in these proposals to 
Monday’s security negotia- 
tions. 

“It is all in the proposals 
stage," a Jordanian negotiat- 
ing source told the Jordan 
Times. 

In the dvil aviation talks 
which aim to determine tbe 
routes for Jordanian planes 
using Israeli air space, Jorda- 
nian sources said that the 
Kingdom had given the 
Israeli side five options to 
study during last week’s 
negotiations. 

“We did receive an answer 
on these options today but we 
still find their proposals un- 
satisfactory,” Dr. Muasher 
told reporters. 

While Dr. Muasher would 
not delve into the details of 
the “dissatisfaction” other 
sources had told tbe Jordan 

(Continued on page 7) 

End to 
Syrian 
j amming of 
JTV seen 
as positive 

By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
tials on Monday welcomed 
the end of Syrian jamming of 
Jordan Television (JTV) 
transmission as an indication 
of the Damascus govern- 
ment’s willingness to open up 
to all parties involved in the 
peace process. 

Official sources said the | 
end to the four-year jamming | 
of JTV’s transmission reflects ] 
Damascus' wish to start pre- 
paring the Syrian public opin- 
ion in favour of making peace 
with Israel. 

The sources noted that Sy- 
rian TV carried in full the 
speeches of His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Rabin in Washing- 
ton on July 25, announcing 
the end to a 46-year state of 
belligerency between Jordan 
and Israel as well as the 
inauguration of The Aqaba- 
Eilat border crossing on Aug. 

8. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Carlos arrested 
in Sudan, sent 
to French prison 


Combined agency dispatches 

PARIS — Carlos the Jackal, 
the most wanted man of the 
past 20 years, was arrested in 
Sudan and flown to France, 
where he stands convicted of 
killing two counter- intelli- 
gence agents, authorities said 
Monday. 

Carlos, 44 born llich 
Ramirez Sanchez in Vene- 
zuela, had been under sur- 
veillance in Khartoum, the 
Sudanese capital, on suspi- 
cion of planning attacks on 
foreign targets before France 
asked Sudan to arrest him. 
Sudan said. 

Sudanese government 
spokesman Abu Baker AI 
Stungieti told the Associated 
Press in London that Carlos 
was arrested “in the past few 
days'’ along with several 
other people. He refused to 
say how many others were 
arrested, where they were 
from, or whether they were 
still in Sudan. 

Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua said Carlos was extra- 
dited from Sudan more than 
six months after French in- 
telligence traced him to 
there. "At the start of the 
year my services were in- 
formed with great precision 
of the possible presence of 
tbe terrorist in Sudan, which 
he had entered using false 
papers.” 

"We hoped on several 
occasions that Carlos would 
be handed over to us. Several 
times our hopes were dis- 
appointed.” 

Asked why his extradition 
had taken so long to bring 
about, Mr. Pasqua said that 
negotiations with Khartoum 
bad been “complicated.” He 
declined to elaborate further. 

Carlos is considered the 
master strategist behind a 



fr'i 

1975 photo of * Carlos' 
wave of deadly and often 
audacious attacks in the 
1970s and early 1980s centred 
on Western Europe and link- 
ed with the Middle East con- 
flicts. 

After two decades on the 
run, he was Monday after- 
noon under lock and key in 
Paris’s Santc prison, prison 
officials said. 

He was earlier questioned 
in the headquarters of the 
French counter-intelligence 
agency DSI under an interna- 
tional arrest warrant issued in 
connection with a 1982 attack 
in Paris which left one person 
dead and 63 injured, sources 
said. 

Mr. Pasqua told journalists 
that Carlos — whom he de- 
scribed as a “professional ter- 
rorist" — himself claimed to 
have killed 83 people worl- 
dwide. 

Mr. Pasqua added that 
Carlos, who he charged had 
been supported by several 
foreign states, would appear 
Tuesday before Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere. the Paris examin- 
ing magistrate who issued the 
international arrest warrant. 


Relocation of: 

Qatar Embassy 

Qatar Embassy announces the reloca- 
tion of its embassy from Zahran Street to 
Hazza’.AI Majali Street/near the pre- 
vious Prime Ministry Building. 

(Now Court of Cassation and Supreme 
Court of Justice). 

Following are the new telephone num- 
bers of the embassy. 

648346-9 
Fax - 648374 
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Balladur urges 
dialogue to end 
Algerian crisis 


3 embassies to move 
to Jerusalem area 


Sudan protests ^-treatment’ 
of its envoys in Cairo 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladnr 
has urged the Algerian gov- 
ernment to open talks with its 
Muslim fundamentalist foes 
to end the country’s deepen- 
ing crisis. 

Mr. Balladur also said he 
would not allow the guerrillas 
to use France as a rear base 
and would pursue a week- 
long crackdown in which 
more than 22,000 peope have 
undergone identity checks 
and over 30 suspected Mus- 
lim fundamentalists have 
been arrested. 

“We have long said that we 
wish a political dialogue to 
open between all parties,” 
Mi. > Balladur told Radio 
Monte Carlo. 

“We do not want to med- 
dle into Algeria's domestic 
affairs... but we have die 
right to tell them, since a 
large Algerian community 
lives on our territory, that we 
look forward to the return of 
civil peace on Algerian soil,” 
he said. 

Over 4,000 people have 
been killed since the Algerian 
government cancelled a 
general election in 1992 
which the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 

Fifteen French nationals 
were among 56 foreigners 
slain as Islamic guerrillas car- 
ried out a threat to kiU fore- 
igners who stayed and were 
thus deemed to be supporting 
the government. 

Mr. Balladnr said the 
French community in Algeria 
bad dwindled from 7.000 to 1.500 
in a year but France would main- 
tain its presence there, dos- 
ing down some schools and 
regrouping its nationals for 
better protection. 

An opinion poll published 
in the newspaper Le Parisien 
at the weekend said 54 per 
cent of those questioned be- 
lieved France should pull out 
and let its former colony sort 
out its problems rather than 
ride new attacks. 

The crackdown in France 
responded to the latest attack 
in which guerrillas killed five 
French government em- 
ployees in Aiglets 11 days 


ago and in tana prompted the 
guerrillas to threaten retalia- 
tion in France unless (hose 
arrested were freed. 

“We will not accept any 
terrorist threat in France,” 
Mr. Balladnr said. He 
pledged to fight any attempt 
to call for violence or try to 
build up armed groups in 
France. 

Twenty-five suspected FIS 
nuHtants have been interned 
without charges since the 
Algiers attack. Seven other 
Algerians have bean reman- 
ded in custody on suspicion 
of helping FIS smuggle arms 
or forge identity documents. 

Mr. Balladur said the 
crackdown ordered by hard- 
line Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua was efficient. 

It had provoked con- 
troversy among politicians, 
human rights groups and 
some sections of the police 
but seemed to be wanting 
public approval. 

A founding FIS member, 
Shdkh Abdul Bald Sahraoui, 
told rep ort ers there would be 
no attacks in France. 

“Algerian affairs are a 
matter for Algeria, not 
France,” he said at the 
weekend when he visited the 
Algerians interned under 
heavy guard at an. army 
camp in Foiembray,' north- 
east of Paris. 

Some media have criticised 
the crackdown as being more 
symbolic than useful and 
most ti nman rights BTOUpS 
said it could sour relations 
with France’s four-million 
Muslim c ommuni ty. 

Parties decline tadks 

Two Algerian opposition 
parties snubbed Sunday an 
offer from President Liantine 
Zeroual to hold negotiations 
on the country’s return to 
democracy. 

The Assembly for Culture 
and Democracy declined Mr. 
Zeroual’s invitation issued 
last week to hold a “national 
dialogue’ with, all eight, legal 
opposition parties. 

Another invited o pposi ti on 
party, die Ettahaddi Move- 
ment, also announced it 
woald not partiriapte in the 
Aug. 21 talks. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The embassies of 
Bolivia, Paraguay and the 
Dominican Republic will 
move to the Jerusalem area 
as a tradeoff for keeping 
Israeli embassies in uieir 
countries, the foreign minis- 
try said Monday. 

The international com- 
munity does not recognise 
Israel’s claim to Jerusalem as 
its capital, and all but two 
countries represented in 
Israel maintain embassies in 
Tel Aviv. 

Israel said last month that 
it would dose embassies in 
La Paz, Asuncion, Santo 
Domingo and Tegucigalpa, 
the capital of Honduras, for 
budgetary reasons, and trans- 
fer responsibilities to non- 
resident ambassadors in 
neighbouring countries. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
woman Behira Burdugo said 
officials in Bolivia, Paraguay 
and the Dominican Republic 
contacted Israel, offering to 
move to the Jerusalem area 
to keep their Israeli embas- 


“We won’t dose embassies 
in countries that move their 
embassies to the Jerusalem 
area,” Ms. Burdugo told the 
Associated Press. 

The ambassadors for Para- 
guay and Bolivia did not re- 
turn calls from the AP. 
Nabnm Amit, the honorary 
consul for the Dominican Re- 
public, said be had not been 
notified of any change. 

Bolivia and Paraguay are 
moving to Mevasseret 
Yerushalayim, a bedroom 
suburb 12 kilometres west of 
Jerusalem, in territory that is 
Israel's, Ms. Burdugo said. 
The Dominican Republic will 
move to Jerusalem itself, 
where only Costa Rica and El 
Salvador maintain embassies. 

Ms. Burdugo said she did 
not know whether Honduras, 
which maintained an embassy 
in Jerusalem until 1980, 
would agree to move back. 

Israel’s pool of diplomats is 
hard pressed to supply de- 
mands for representations 
abroad as an increasing num- 
ber of countries actively seek 
to open relations. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
The Foreign Ministry pro- 
tested to Egypt Monday 
that Sudanese diplomats in 
Cairo were being harassed 
by Egyptian government 
security men, Sudan’s 
state-owned news agency, 
SUN A, reported. 

In Cairo, Sudanese 
Charge d’ Affaires Bashir 
A1 Hassan said he also offi- 
cially protested to Egypt 
Mr. Hassan said a senior 
diplomat was dragged from 
his car and beaten with fists 
and s metal bar. He said 
security men in two can 
followed another diplomat, 
waving a bullhorn and tear- 
gas canisters at him. 

Mr. Hassan made the 
statement to the Associ- 
ated Press by telephone af- 
ter the complaints to Egyp- 
tian authorities were made 
public Monday in Khar- 
toum. SUN A said the 
Foreign Ministry in Khar- 
toum summoned Egyptian 
diplomats to complain ab- 
out the incidents. 

In Cairo, Egyptian Fore- 


ign Minstry officials re- 
fused to comment on the 
allegations. A spokesman 
for the Interim: Ministry, 
who can not be named 
under government rules, 
denied security officers 
were involved. 

The reported incidents 
come amid deteriorating 
relations between the two 
countries. They have a dis- 
pute over the Halaib -en- 
clave which lies along their 
border. E^ypt has chained 
Sudan with supporting 
radicals in Egypt and ac- 
cused it of seizing Egyptian 
p roper ty in Khartoum. 

On Sunday, President 
Hbsm Mubarak said that 
Sudanese in Egypt were 
treated well when he was 
asked about relations with 
Khartoum during a meet- 
ing with Egyptian universi- 
ty students. 

The four or five million 
Sudanese living in Eygpt 
“are treated in the best way 
and the Sudanese embassy 
is not subject to any harass- 
ment," Mr. Mubarak said. 


Arafat faces mounting criticism despite aid 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Yasser Arafat 
is beginning to pull in foreign 
aid for the fragile Palestinian 
economy a month after be- 
coming head of the setf-rule 
authority, but critics a c cuse 
him of adopting an autocratic 
leadership style. 

Palestinians have blamed 
widespread unemployment 
and other woes on the failure 
of international donors to 
meet their pledges. 

And they say the Israeli 
military administration let 
Gaza’s public services de- 
teriorate. 

But ultimately they look to 
Mr. Arafat to proride the 
answers. 

“We need to see jobs," 
said Sufiyan Sabbagh, mana- 
ger of a taxi service. “The 
longer it takes, the angrier 
people will become." 

Funds have started to 
appear in the past two weeks, 
but slowly. 

The World Bank has prom- 
ised to tackle the Palestinian 
National Authority’s (PNA) 
budget deficit, estimated at 
$150 milli on for tins year. 


The European Commis- 
sion and Japan will imple- 
ment separate programmes, 
totalling about $10 mfifion, to 
dean up Gaza's garbage* 
strewn roads and parks. 

The Netherlands, France 

and Italv have agreed to build 


a new port m Gaza. 

Israel and the PLO agreed 

to ask donor countries for an 
nmiM-rfiaitt payment of $30 
million to cover part of 
Palestinian administration 
costs. 

The aid and prospect of 
new jobs for the thousands of 
unemployed should help to 
bolster Mr. Arafat’s image 
among his own people. 

Israeli Prime Ministe r Yit- 
zhak Rabin agreed to speed 
up arrangements to extend 
P alestinian self-rule at talks 
with Mr. Arafat last week- 

But Mb'. Arafat stiU faces 
strong opp o si tion from hard- 
liners. - 

• • Muslim fundamentalists 
and other opposition groups 
have vowed to press for 
“national rarity” and work to 
undermine agreements with 
Israel by democratic means. 

“No to appo in tments and 


the imposition of rales,” 
cried some 500 Muslim fun- 
damentalists and other oppo- 
nents of Mr. Arafat outside 
tiie municipal offices in Gaza 
City in eaiiy August. 

“We oppose favouritism 
and political appo intmen t s ," 
said a slogan daubed on a 
freshly whitewasted wall, 
signed by the opposition 
Popular Front for the Libera- 


tion of Palestine (PFLP)- 

Mr. Arafat provoked hos- 
tility by scrapping a municip- 
al council that included 
opposition members and 
appointing a new one of his 
choice. 

A Palestinian dose to the 
leadership described the new 
authority as “still very cen- 
tralised." 

“I hope Arafat starts to 
realise the difference be- 
tween leading the PLO mid 
leading a state. He has -to 
start delegating au t h o rity to 
others,” said the official, who 
asked not to be. named. 

“I see some signs that he 
is,” he added. 

Meanwhile, in the West 
Bank endave of Jericho, 


Palestinians shut their stores. - 
and businesses recently in 
protest at a derision by Mr. 
Arafat to sack the municipal 
leader, whom he had 
appointed from the police 
force three months ago. 

Mundhir Ersheid was later 
reinstated, ap p ar ently in re- 
sponse to popular demand, 
but the czvihan mayor quit iris 
post in anger at his treat- 
ment 

The PLO chief also drew 
sharp criticism in July when 
he banned distribution of A1 
Nahar, a publication based in 
East Jerusalem, effectively 
dosing down the daily. 

Threats from the Palesti- 
nian authority also led to the 
closure of a smaller weekly 
magazine. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a former 
Palestinian negotiator at the 
autonomy talks, who now 
monitors the Palestinian au- 
thority’s human rights re- 
cord, denounced the decision 
as a “violation, erf freedom of 
expression.”^ ' 

Ministers in the authority 
only criticised the move pri- 
vately. _ 


Doubts grow about Palestinian police, symbol of hope 


By Said Ghazali 

The Associated Press 


GAZA CITY — A jeep 
screeched to a halt outside 
An is Saker’s house just be- 
fore midnight and six plaine- 
st hesmen hustled away two 
of his adult sons. 

That was May 28, days 
after Palestinian security 
forces took control of the 
Gaza Strip. Mr. Saker, a 65- 
year-old ice cream vendor, 
has not seen his sons since. 
He believes Naser, 27. and 
Ibrahim, 26, are being held 
on suspicion of informing foT 
Israel, but no one will tell 
him the actual charges. 

“There is no authority, no 
legal system, no court to go 
to,” he said. “We want a just 
trial and we want to see 
them. We are not allowed.” 

Mr. Saker said it took the 
family's lawyers a month to 
find out that his sons were in 
the former Israeli-run Gaza 
central prison, now the 
Palestinian -police headquar- 
ters. 

When the Palestinian 
police arrived in the Gaza 
Strip under the self-rule 
agreement with Israel, they 
were given a more enthusias- 


tic welcome than Yasser Ara- 
fat received in July. For 
Gazans, the police heralded 
the departure of Israel's 
occupying army. 

Now, with the autonomy 
administration in -disarray, 
the police force's behaviour 
has become a gauge of Mr. 
Arafat's commitment to 
democracy. 

Some Palestinians fear a 
police state in the making. 
Most complaints come from 
Gazans, but some people in 
Jericbo, the West Bank town 
under self-rule, also have said 
they were not allowed to see 
jailed relatives. 

“What disturbs us most are 
torture and not allowing 
families to visit prisoners, the 
lack of freedom of speech, 
the armed people in the 
streets and the large number 
of informants,” said Ibrahim 
Shehadeh, a human rights 
activist. 

“It is the same style in 
other Arab countries ... we 
do not want to repeat the 
experience of the rest of the 
Arab World.” 

Police acknowledge tran- 
sitional problems, but insist 
they are qualified despite 
their relative lack of training 
in civilian policing after year 


of military life. 

■“As there are no military 
operations, we deal with so- 
cial problems,” said Colonel 
Said Abu Fanouneh, a senior 
operations officer. “I have a 
military degree in leadership 
that qualifies me to hold gov- 
ernment positions.” 

The list of worrisome inci- 
dents is growing: 

— Farid A1 Jarbua, sus- 
pected of being an informant, 
died in police custody in July. 
Relatives said the corpse was 
slashed along the waist and 
forehead and covered with 
bruises. Three officers were 
arrested but later released. 
No charges have been 
announced. 

— Raji Sourani, a lawyer 
who directs the Gaza Centre 
for Law and Rights, said he 
had affidavits from 18 men 
and women alleging torture 
in Palestinian jails. 

— Police blocked distribu- 
tion of A1 Nahar, a daily 
newspaper deemed critical of 
Mr. Arafat, then dosed it 
Palestinians hoping for 
democracy were alarmed 
when Mr. Arafat appointed 
an all-loyalist Gaza City 
council. 

— The market in stolen 
Israeli cars is thriving, and 


some police officers drive 
shiny new vehicles despite 
salaries equivalent to only 
5300 a month. Landlords say 
they avoid renting apart- 
ments to policemen because 
they fear the rent will not be 
paid. 

On the good side, police 
have won high marks for 
keeping Gaza’s fractious 
clans under control. They, 
have not interfered with mar- 
ches by Islamic opponents of 
the self-rule accord, and they 
arrive quickly when called to 
the scenes of crimes. 

Attorney General Khaled 
A1 Qur da, an Arafat appoin- 
tee, denied cases of torture 
had been reported and that 
families were not allowed to 
visit imprisoned relatives. He 
would not say how many peo- 
ple bad been arrested. 

.“We are in a transitional 
period, so it is natural that 
there are violations of law 
here and there” among the 
police, “but we have no 
knowledge of them,” Mr. 
Qur da said. 

The police say AI Nahar 
was dosed becuase it was 
subsidised by Jordan. The 
paper put news of the Israel- 
Jordan accord signed July 25 
in Washington cm its front 


page. 

Mr. Arafat was known to 
be incensed that Al Nahar 
did not give equal attention 
to his contention that Palesti- 
nians, who see East Jeru- 
salem as the capital of a 
* future state, should have pre- 
cedence. 

“Any newspaper must not 
attack the head of the pyra- 
mid,” said Brigadier Ghazi 
Jabaii, the Gaza City police 
commander. 

On his desk were leaflets 
issued by opponents of Mr. 
Arafat. “Deal with them,” 
was scrawled on one. 

“Abu Ammar wrote a note 
on the leaflets asking us to 
look into them," Big. Jabaii 
said, using Mr. Arafat’s nick- 
name. He would not elabo- 
rate. 

One problem in the auton- 
omous areas is that no one is 
sure that laws apply. Results 
have yet to be' seen from a 
committee appointed to write 
laws to replace those Israel 
imposed after seizing the 
Gaza Strip from Egypt in 
1967. 

“There is no order of com- 
mand,” said Mr. Bourani, 
the civil rights lawyer. “We 
do not know who decides to 


arrest somebody or who de^ 
rides to release him. There 
are no references." 

The number of security 
agencies in the Gaza Strip, 
which have a total staff of 
about 8,000 in a population 
of 800,000, adds to the confu- 
sion. 

The presidential guard, re- 
sponsible for protecting Mr. 
Arafat, and the civil police, 
who handle regular police 
work, are the most visible. 

- Bat there also are the nation- 
al security forces, a nascent 
military, general intelligence, 
which handles subversion, 
the undercover preventive 
security, and the civil defence 
guard, serving as a fire de- 
partment. 

All city councils, labour 
offices and civic departments 
have police liaison officers. 

Some Palestinians still 
under Israeli occupation, are 
hesitant about joining Mr. 
Arafat's autonomy if self-rule 
is extended in" the Israel-' 
Palestinian negotiations. 

“We are watching what is 
going bo Gaza,” said Riyad 
Mallei, a physics professor at 
Bir Zeit University. “We do 
not want to see the same rule 
and the same police in our 
towns." 


NEWS IN BRIEF / 

UAE: Iran should prove claim to Islands • 

DUBAI (R) — Iran should produce documents to bade upf 
its claim of sovereignty over' threfe Gulf islands .efisputedi 
with the United Arab Emirates,' a UAE minister on Sunday | 
was quoted as saying. ‘Hf Iran has documents supporting its z 
claim with regard to the'islands, then they should submit | 
them in international arbitration,” the Emirates . News j 
Agency quoted UAE Minister of Interior Mohammad Said 5 
AIBadi as saying. The agency said the UAE bases its claim 5 
to Abu Musa and the Greater and Lesser Tunbs on£ 
historical documents and wants to end misunderstanding? 
with Iran “based on the book of God and the way of the f 


Aug. 11 in which he called for the UAE to- negotiate' with l 
Iran on the issue; It said the UAE wanted to solve the ' - 
dispute with Iran over their sovereignty through uncon- £ 
ditional .dialogue on all three islands-. Iran has said the- talks F| 
should include only Abu Musa. The late shah of Iran 5 
occupied the islands in 1971, and later agreed to share' Abu' ' 5 
Musa with UAE Emirate of Sharjah. Iran tightened control ? 

over Abu Musa in mid-1992, prompting the UAE to revi ve- 
ils claim to all three islands, which he in the Gulf near 
tanker shipping routes. ' 

Dubai officials to visit Israel 

* ■ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The director of the emirate of Dubai’s 
information bureau will visit Israel soon, Israel’s transport 
ministry said Sunday, the first official from any Gulf 'state - 
to do so. Sheikh Hasher Al Makzoum, a member of 
Dubai’s ruling family, will come to Israel as a guest of 
Tranport Minister Yisrael Kessar, transport ministry J 
spokesman Eli Danon said. He said it would happen soon; ■ 
but the date has yet to be set. There was no confirmation 
from Dubai. Mr. Danon said . Sheikh Hasher .initiated the 
idea in a letter to an Arab-Israeli legislator. The sheikh, - 
who owns a -travel agency in Dubai, is interested in 
representing El Al Israel airlines in the Gulf, Danon said, 
and hopes to establish a representation for Gulf airlines in 
Israel. Israeli officials have visited Oman and Qatar, and 
have had contacts with Bahraini officials. Israel’s agree- 
ments with the Palestine liberation Organisation and with 
Jordan this year have led to increased contacts with.other - 
Arab countries. 

42 killed In rebel attacks in Turkey . 

ANKARA (AFP) — Forty-two people — 30 Kurdish 
guerrillas, eight ayttians and four Turkish soldiers — were ‘ 
killed in rebel attacks during the weekend in east And 
southeast Turkey, the Anatolia news service reported. The 
civilians were killed Sunday by rebels of the- Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) who attacked a village in the Halkali 
region. The rebel attack took place just days before the 
10th anniversary of the separatist -rebellion. Fighting 
be tween, the Turkish army andthe rebels- took place n the 
regions of Diyarbakir, Hakkari, Sint, Bitlis and Siraak, 
Anatolia said. The Turkish army has recently intensified its 
operations and rein forced its troops, notably in the border 
regions with Iraq, according to official sources: Close to 
15,000 civilians, rebels and security forces have been killed 
in the 10 .years of the rebellion, which .was formally 
launched Aug. 15, 1984 by the PKK. -The toll comes from ' 
figures compiled by -AFP from official statistics. The PKK 
does not . allow independent witnesses -into.; southeast 
Turkey and does not provide statistics. 

Cabinet reshuffled in Turkey 

ANKARA (AFp) — Turkish President Suleyman Demirel 
approved Sunday a mini-reshuffle of three ministerial \ 
portfolios held by the True Path Party of Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller, the Anatolia agency said. Dogan Baran was 
named new health minister in place of Ka^rm Dine, while - 
-Esat Kirathoglu and Ayvaz Gokdemir became ministers of 
state in place of Mehroct Ali YQmaz and Nurhan Tekrnel. 

All three outgoing ministers had resigned* Turkey 'is 
governed by a coalition of left- and right-wing parties. 

Security forces kill suspect near Assiut 

ASSIUT (AFP) r— Egyptian security forces shot dead -a 
suspected militant Sunday in a village in the troubled 
province of Assiut, security officials said. AH Al Sayed 
Sobcih, 24, was killed when seouity. forces went to arrest 
four members of the aimed wing erf the outlawed Jamaa 
Islamsyya' (Islamic Group) in Al. Shamiya, just south of 
A ssiut i n Upper Egypt. Officials said shots were fired at the 
security forces, who returned fire, killing the militant. The 
other three managed to flee. The incident raised to 159’the 
number of mili t an ts killed since they launched a violent 
campaign in 1992 aimed at toppling the Secular government 
of President Hosni Mubarak, according to an 'AFP toll 
based on official figures: Over tire same period 142 
policemen have been killed. Al Gamaa and another armed- 
fundamentalist group/ Jihad, have scaled down their 
operations considerably during a . major crackdown by ' 
security forces in the past few months. 

Electricity ration across Lebanon . 

BEIRUT (R) — Electricity rationing' will be enforced 
across Lebanon from the end of September because of 
rehabilitation work on the war-damaged grid, the head of 
the state-run utility said on Sunday. Muhid Itani, general 
manager of Electridte du Liban , said feeding hours would 
go down to as little, as six in every 24. Current feed hours - 
reach 12 every 24 hours. “The period between the end of , 
September and ntid-February the country will witness the 
brashest stage- of rationing,” Mr: Itani said, according to 
the official National News Agency. Mr. Itani said that once 
rehabilitation on the electricity networks — which suffered 
from decay during the 1975-90 civil war — are finished jg 
feeding hours would increase gradually up to 15 hours per 
day in the spring and to 18 hours. in July 1995. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — 
temperatures in Jordan 
totted to the Ugh 30s Mod- 
iff sa t resuit of a seasonal 
low pressure centring over 
^ yti« and extending to the 
M diterranean region , 
according to acting Secretary 
Qeoerel of the Meteorology 
Department Rafiq Shaker. 

Mr. Shaker said the low air 
ae nw rc caused hot and dry 
(rinds to blow on the eastern 
Metfinmnsean region. 

According to Mr. Shaker, 
temperatures in Amman 
Monday recorded 39*0, and 
oa Sunday 37°C and 33®Con 
Saturday. 

He sad he expected the 
heatwave to continue, 
through the week, saying that 
jrf b awanfa temperatures wiQ 
gradually drop to die season- 
al average. 

Mr. Shaker said August is 
considered the hottest month 
of the year when maximum 


average of temperatures 
reach 33.4°C. 
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reach 33.4°C. 

Hie said the maximum 
te mperature ever recorded in 


August in Amman was 
42.FC on Aug. 25, 1932. 

Mr. Shaker said a review of 
temperatures in August dur- 


ing the past 70 yean showed 
that on several occasions 
temperatures exceeded 37“C 
for a one- or two-day period. 

Of die historic heatwaves 
that affected the Kin gdom 
daring August, according to 
Mr. Shaker, the 1932 scor- 
cher brought six straight days 
of temperatures between 37- 
42.8°C. 

He said that hi August 
1956, the Kingdom was 
affected by two heatwaves 
each lasting six days, the first 
starting on Aug. 5 with 
temperatures remaining over 
40°C and die second starting 
on Aug. 25 with tempera- 
tures ranging between 36.7- 
42-2°C. 

Mr. Shaker th«r in 

1965, the Kingdom suffered 
an eight- day heatwave with 
temperatures ranging be- 
tween 37-42°C. 

In 1985, he said two severe 
heatwaves affected the King- 
dom, each lasting five days. 
He said die first started on 
Aug. 12 and temperatures 
registered between 39.4*C 
and 40.8°C, the second 
started on Aug. 21 and 
temperatures si m m er ed be- 
tween 37°C and 40.4°C 
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ZARQA (Petra) — As part 
of fee Kingdom's ongoing 
celebrations of the 42nd 
umivmary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's accession to 
Hie Throne, Zarqa Gov- 
ernor Musieh Tarawneh 
Monday opened ft new bus 
md service car terminal 
which cost Zarqa Municipal- 
ity 3D 360,000. 

The ter minal will be used 
for buses and cars commuting 
between Zarqa and its south- 
era districts. 

In addition, Mr. Taraw- 
neh, who also beads the Zar- 
qa Municipal Committee, 
opened the Plaza Tower 
Monument in the Army CSr- 
de area, established by a 
private compa n y at a total 
cost of JD 60,000, and inau- 
gurated other parks in the 
area. 

•' The governor also inaugn- " 
rated another monument 1 ■■ 
bu2t by the- Zarqa Chamber 
of Commerce at die Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery cros- 
sroads. The JD 60,00 0 monu - 
nynt depicts the industrial 
and commercial importance 
of Zarqa in the Jordanian 
economy. 

Mr. Tarawneh also opened 
the Prince Mohammad Gar- 
dens established on a 90- 
dunum plot The gardens in- ' 
dude a soccer field, stands 
for spectators, a children's 
playground and a centre for 
teaching children traffic 
rules. The JD 50,000 gardens 
aho include the premises of 
the Zarqa nmmdpaKty’s sixth 
district. 

Hie also reopened the Zar- 
qa Municipal Park after it 
was renovated. 


In an address at die inau- 
guration ceremony, Mr. 
Tarawneh said that Jorda- 
nians pride themselves in die 
leadership of King Hussein 
and expressed support for the 
King’s endeavours to achieve 
a just, comprehensive and 
lasting in *tn»- Middle 
East. 

On Sunday, the Mafraq 
Govemorate organised a ma- 
jor celebration of the 42nd 
anniversary of the King's 
accession to The Throne. 

Mafraq Governor Qaftan 
Majali delivered an address 
in which be said citizens in all 
parts of the govemorate are 
jubilant over the occasion. 

Another address was deli- 
vered by Lower House of 
Parliament Deputy Abdallah 
Akhoursheideh who re- 
viewed the achievements of 
Jordan under King Hussein. 

The celebration included 
performance by die Armed 
Forces band, the Mafraq 
Young Women’s Centre, the 
Mafraq Musical Troupe and 
Mafraq Troupe for Folk 
Arts. 

In Naour, South of Am- 
man, A1 Ajarmeh tribes’ 
council also organised a ami-* 
lar celebration of die occa- 
sion in the presence of sever- 
al officials. 

Council Secretary General 
Ahmad A1 Khalil A1 Ajar- 
meh delivered an address 
voicing the tribes’ apprecia- 
tion of King Hussein's 
achievements and voicing 
support for his role in die 
peace process. 

In Aqaba, another celebra- 
tion included addresses land- 
ing the King. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FUHE1S FIFTH FESTIVAL 


it Concert by vocalist Lutfi Bnshnaq of Tunisia at the main 
theatre, off the Greek Orthodox Convent at 21:00. 

☆ Poetry recital by TfImivw poets Shawqi BzaP, Abdul 
Karim Shams Al Din, Lami' AI Qorr, and Tala! Haidar 
at the festival site at lJfcOO. 

it Exhibition of Jordanian scripts, documents, and books. 

it Abstract art paintings exhibition by Saiwa Ammaren, 
Darya Zetzifo, Norma Hatter , and Ifias Tu'meh. -• 

* Exhibition on the city of Salt. - 

it Caricature drawings exhibition by Imad Hajjaj, Kifah 
Mahmoud, and Khaldoun Gharaibeh. 

* Exhibiti on of handicrafts. 

it Comprehensive agricultural exhibition (held for die first 
time with the participation of the private and public 
sectors). 


FOLKLORIC DANCE 


I 


☆ Fofidoric dance by Al Hannounah band at die Royal 
Cultural Centre at 20:00. 


NEWS HOUR 
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* ABC News Highlights and McNeU-Lehrer News Hour at 
the American Centra' at 17:00 . 


raes«* 


LECTURE 
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* Lecture in Arabic entitled “The Worries of the Arab 
Famfly in the World of Cultural Changes” by Dr. Mozeh 
Gabbash at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Amman at 18:30. 
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* Exhibition of new paintings by Diana Shammmki at The 
Gallery, Jordan InterContinental Hotel (8:00 a.m. - 
7:00 pan.) 

it RrirfhiriAn oT paintings by Omar Hamdan Sbahnan at 
Darat Al Fontm of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Lnwelbdeh. Also showing “permanent 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (Tek 643251/ 
2 ). 


it RThtb ttiim of caricature drawings by cartoonist Hussein- 
Al Farm at the Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (Tel. 
695291). 


it Exhibition of ofi paintings 1»y Princess Wydan ADatthe 
Balqa’ Art GaBery in Ftahels (10:00 a-m.- 8d» p.m.) 
(Td. 720677). 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tourism 
Minister Mohammad Adwan 
Monday decided to waive die 
Petra entrance fee increases 
for tourist group reservations 
through tour agencies prior 
to the announcement of the 
fee increment approved 
Saturday by the Council of 
Ministers, said Secretary 
General of the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Ghassan Mufleh. 

Mr. Mufleh said tourist 
groups and tour agencies 
committed to earlier con- 
tracts win be exempt from die 
increase, and would be re- 
quired to pay die previous fee 
of JD 5 to ester die ancient 
city, instead of JD 20 which 
foreigners win have to pay as 
of Sept. 1, 1994. He sazd tins 
exemption will last only until 
the end of December 1994. 

Mr. Mufleh said die deci- 
sion was taken to protect the 
int er es ts of travel and tour 
agencies and to preserve their 
credibility abroad. 

He said die chairman of 
the Jordanian Travel, and 


Tour Agencies Society was 
informed of die new decision. 


informed of die new decision. 

He called on all agencies 
which have earlier reserva- 
tions for tourist groups to call 
at the ministry’s Public Rela- 
tions Department to c onfirm 
the reservations and to be- 
nefit from die exemption. 

The ministry’s secretary 
general reiterated that fore- 
igners residing in Jordan and 
members of the diplomatic 
corps in the Kingdom are also 
exempt from paying the new 
entry fees to Petrra, and that 
they will only have to pay JD 
5 per person. 

Mr. Mufleh said the pur- 


v..- v* ■- 


pose of increasing the entry 
fee to Petra was to protect 


fee to Petra was to protect 
die unique archaeological 
city and to preserve the local 
environment. 

In addition, he said, this 
will give the ministry the 
chance to make available all 
facilities needed by tourists. 

The Cabinet's decision to 
raise the entry fees into the 
city Saturday was taken upon 
recommendations by Mr. 


r 




A Petra area reskfent taius time otxt beside one of the Nabatean city's coloaaal monuments (Fife photo) 


Adwan. days win be charged JD 25 limits the number of visitors ance fee is expected to raise 

According to the decision, for a two-day pass, and JD 30 to Petra to a maximum of treasury revenue by JD 7 

foreigners wishing to visit for a three-day pas. 1,500 per day. million to be used to improve 

Petra over a period of two The Cabinet's decision also The increase in the entr- tourism facilities. 


Scientists reap ‘extreme technical value’ from laser conference 


By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The second in- 
ternational laser conference 
Monday ended with discus- 
sions and recommendations 
as well as ’’general feelings of 
content and satisfaction with 
the benefits reaped from the 
numerous papers presented 
on recent research, especially 
that some were of extreme 
technical value," said Riyad 
Ahmad Bitar. physics profes- 
sor at the University of Jor- 
dan. 

The conference witnessed 
exchange of information be- 
tween more than 50 scientists 
and technologists from 
Algeria. Iraq, Italy, Pales- 
tine, Saudi Arabia. Syria, die 
U.S. and Jordan. 

“They are all well-qualified 


and cooperative experts in 
their fields, and I was particu- 
larly pleased to see more than 
25 masters degree graduates, 
who were my students, 
attend the presentations,” said 
Dr. Bitar: ■ ■ - - ■ 

As well as spreading in- 
formation about" recent' re- 


search on lasers, which are 
extensively used in many 
fields in the Arab World, 
“this conference served the 
objective of maintaining fu- 
ture interaction between sci- 
entists and technologists in- 
side and outside Arabia. For 
that purpose, we recom- 
mended the establishment of 
a committee that will be re- 
sponsible for the frequent 
issuing and distribution of 
mailing lists of scientists worl- 
dwide,” said Dr. Bitar. 

According to Daif Allah 
Nassour, a professor of phy- 
sics at Teshreen University in 
Syria, the conference also 
directed researchers' interest 
to some useful and economi- 
cally viable projects involving 
lasers in material-testing pro- 
cedures, rather than the 
actual construction of laser 
equipment. 


objective of the conference, 
“as the main tumbling stone 
in laser construction lies in 
the lack of raw materials and 
sufficient funding” Dr. Nas- 
sour added. 

Valuable papers presented 
included one on 
semiconductor-doped glasses 


by Vittorio Degiorgio, pro- 
fessor of physics at the Uni- 


equipment. 

“Building low power lasers 
is not difficult. In feet, we 


built one in Syria for research 
purposes but it cost us three 
times its purchasing value,” 
said Dr. Nassour. 

The ability to make fell use 
of laser applications was 'the 


fessor of physics at the Uni- 
versity of Pavia, Italy. 

“Since there is an existing 
glass factory in Jordan, I will 
dedicate pan of my activities 
towards establishing the tech- 
nology for glass coloration in 
the country. This is related to 
lasers because colour mate- 
rials have to be tested by 
laser for their structure, 
optical characterisation and 
size of implanted micrcrys- 
tals” 

“Dr. Degiorgio, in his 
well-appreciated efforts to 
encourage coordination, will 
consider hosting one of our 
masters graduates at his re- 
search laboratory in Italy, 
where he studied glass col- 
oration,” said Dr. Bitar. 

■ Another economically 
feasible project discussed was 


that on the technical research 
that is currently being con- 
ducted to manufacture thin 
film solar cells on an indust- 
rial scale. 

Examination of solar cells’ 
optical properties of mate- 
rials necessitates the use of 
laser facilities, according to 
Dr. Bitar. 

He said, “relatively low 
labour costs, increased en- 
vironmental awareness which 
favours the use of non- 
conventional renewable ener- 
gy sources and the obvious 
advantage of enjoying sun- 
shine for long periods during 
the year in Jordan make this 
project economically favour- 
able, so much so that it is 
possible to compete with adv- 
anced countries on this mar- 
ket.” 

The paper on a portable 
laser-holographic interfero- 
meter. presented by Cesar 
Sciammarella, professor of 
experimental mechanics at 
the Illinois Institute of Tech- 
nology. in the U.S., captured 
the interest of Jordanian re- 
searchers. 

“The device is used to in- 


vestigate materials detecting 
stresses and strains on mate- 
rial surfaces, which is 
tremendously useful in the 
design or purchase of many 
items.” said. Dr. Sciam- 
marella. 

“Also, the instrument can 
be used to check the fine 
welding of materials,” added 
Dr. Bitar. 

“Such research will be very 
useful to conduct, especially 
in cooperation with Dr. 
Sciammarella, who is one of 
tile world's leading experts in 

experimental mechanics,” 
said Sameh Issa. professor of 
experimental mechanics at 
the University of Jordan. 

The main problems in con- 
ducting research, however, 
involve die necessity to se- 
cure financial support. 

“Lack of time (due to work 
loads) and shortage of fi- 
nance prevent researchers 
from implementing such pro- 
jects. Decision-makers do 
not provide sufficient finan- 
cial support to research be- 
cause they allocate large 
sums of money in response to 
more pressing demands in 


other areas,” said Dr. Bitar. 


As well as further papers 
on taser technology. Mon- 
day's events dealt with re- 
commendations by the parti- 
cipants. 

Dr. Bitar and Dr. Issa were 
urged to follow up on the 
recommendations and pre- 
pare for the third internation- 
al laser conference to be held 
in Iraq in two years. 

Also, participants recom- 
mended forming an interna- 
tional committee consisting 
of six prominent scientists 
and technologists to help and 
direct preparations for the 
third conference. 

Finally, participants were 
encouraged to support re- 
search institutions, especially 
those concerned with technic- 
al development, as this will 
significantly accelerate eco- 
nomic development. 

“Economic competition 
will replace previous strife for 
the acquisition of destructive 
weapons. I believe the 
weapon era to be in the pro- 
cess of expiration,” said Dr. 
Bitar. 


Tawfiq Zayyad eulogised 


American think-tank seeks funding 


By Angfaam Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — To mark the 
recent passing of Palesti- 
nian poet Tawfiq Zayyad. 
Abdul Hameed Shoman's 
Foundation held a sympo- 
sium Saturday night at 
which three literary men. 
Abdul Rahman Yaghi. 
Mu’nis Razzaz. and Izzedin 
Manasreh eulogised the 
writer. 

Attended by many of 
Mr. Zayyad’s fans, the 
event was part of the imple- 
mentation of the Shoman 
Foundation's policy “to re- 
vive the memory of the 
late, greatest Arab man of 
letters in a way that intro- 
duces the writers' thoughts, 
their works, and their other 
activities." said As’ad 
Abdul Rahman, general 
director of the foundation. 

Tawfiq Zayyad was de- 
scribed as “the loving son 
of Palestine and the solid 
combatant who never bent 
to the enemy.” The poet 
spent his life defending his 
Palestinian people, who 
were deprived of the sim- 
plest human 'rights. 

The celebrated poet was 
described by Dr. Yaghi as 
being “the man of political 
creativity, and poetic art. 
Tawfiq Zayyad is a creative 
artist in politics, and a crea- 
tive political man in art. He 
considered politics a deli- 
cious art, and considered 
art a delicious politics.” 

The poet never stopped 
writing about “the enemy 
who occupied his land.” He 







Tawfiq Zayyad 


introduced the enemy’s be- 
haviour. his tools, and his 
social structure, into his 
works. 

Mu'nis Razzaz believed 
that Tawfiq Zayyad was 
distinguished by his 
attempt to balance creativ- 
ity and combat. It was 
proved that creativity pre- 
vented combating, and 
combating prevented 
•creativity, he said. 

“It was a tragedy for the 
poet to make a compromise 
between combating and 


creativity," said Mr. Raz- 
zaz. 

Talking" about himself 
before his death. Tawfiq 
Zayyad said in an inter- 
view. “Works are the most 
honest mirror of the human 
soul ... I have to reveal a 
secret to you. Whenever l 
think that I am going to 
spend the whole of my life 
and myself in writing, i feel 
shy and scorn myself, be- 
cause writing is not my 
deepest goal. In feet. I look 
at it as a witness on my 
crippled action.” 

No citizen or poet loved 
his city as Tawfiq Zayyad 
did. He had a distinguished 
role in killing fear and 
hesitation that had defe- 
ated man and woman since 
the dawn of history. 

Mr. Manasreh lamented 
the poet by saying that 
Tawfiq Zayyad would have 
explained ihe concept of 
Israeli modernisation and 
the dangers of the Middle- 
Eastern culture. He would 
have said to modernised 
Bedouins, “you will never 
ever be blonde or Euro- 
pean, even if you shed your 
Bedouin skin." 

Tawfiq Zayyad belonged 
to the self-identity culture 
that protected the people's 
memory and helped them 
to demand the return of 
their country. 

Tawfiq Zayyad's voice 
was first heard in 1966. He 
presented his first pub- 
lished collection of poems 
in 1969, and was available 
to the readers in 1970. 


for regional economic development 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A prominent 
American foreign affairs 
think-tank is attempting to 
boost the results of the 
U.S.-sponsored peace talks 
between Arabs and Israelis 
by locating fending for eco- 
nomic development pro- 
jects in the region, accord- 
ing to a member of the 
group. 

“We will be cosponsors 
of an October economic 
summit in Casablanca. It 
aims to hook up interna- 
tional investors with Mid- 
dle East governments on 
proposals for economic 
projects,” Henry Stiegman 
of the New York-based 
Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions told the Jordan 
Times. 

The international sum- 
mit, described as unpre- 
cedented by diplomats, will 
bring leaders from through- 
out the Middle East 
together with private 
businessmen. 

Mr. Stiegman spoke as 
he and other members of a 
delegation from the think- 
tank were leaving for Cairo 
Sunday evening, where 
they would meet with 
Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

They had just concluded 
a two-day visit to Jordan 
which was highlighted by 


meetings with His Majesty 
King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

“We came on a dual mis- 
sion — to hear from the 
leadership of the region’s 
countries about their 
perceptions of what prog- 
ress has been made in the 
peace talks, and to see 
what assistance is needed 
to move the involved par- 
ties further forward,” Mr. 
Stiegman said. 

He added that before en- 
tering Jordan, the delega- 
tion had travelled to Israel 
and met with Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat as well as Israeli 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin and 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

According to Mr. Stieg- 
man, the Council on Fore- 
ign Relations includes 
among its members former 
U.S. presidents George 
Bush and Jimmy Carter, as 
well as ex-foreign ministers 
Henry Kissinger and Cyrus 
Vance. 

Although he stressed 
that the council is a “pri- 
vate, non-partisan group,” 
Mr. Stiegman emphasised 
that the group's mission 
was a vitally important one 
on the political level. 

“We are trying to play a 
positive role in Middle East 
development both officially 
and unofficially,” and the 


views and opinions which 
the delegation hears from 
regional leaders on ihe cur- 
rent visit' “will be taken 
back to the U.S. for consid- 
eration in both official and 
private circles." he said. 

Mr. Stiegman added that 
potential options for bi- 
lateral Jordanian-Israeli 
development projects in 
the Jordan Rift Valley had 
been one major focus of 
the council’s discussions 
with Jordanian leaders. 

In addition to King Hus- 
sein and Crown Prince 
Hassan, Mr. Stiegman said 
that the counci] delegation 
had also met with Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam Ma- 
jali and “an extensive num- 
ber" of other high-level 
Jordanian officials. 

This visit has been ex- 
tremely useful, and very 
insightful,” he said. He ex- 
plained that the council. 


which publishes a quarterly 
magazine on foreign 


magazine on foreign 
affairs, has previously 
made extensive visits to 
“every country in the Mid- 
dle East, in order to de- 
velop an extensive network 
of relationships." 

Mr. Stiegman explained 
that the council sees its 
guiding mission as one of 
giving consultation and 
advice to leaders of foreign 
countries and "tending a 
creative hand in suggesting 
new strategies and poli- 


Expert opens eyes to problems of contact lens abuse 


By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Over the years, 
fee contact lens industry has 
witnessed modifications and 
diversity in marketed pro- 
ducts. 

The 1980s marked the pre- 
ference to use contact lenses 
feat provide increased ox- 
ygen transmission, and the 
inclination to use disposable 
lenses for simple care is 
observed in the 1990s. 

‘’All lenses are disposable; 
it just depends on when you 
^decide to dispose of them,” 
said Robert Terry, one of the 
world’s leading optbalmolog- 
ists. 

On the occasion of laun- 
ching disposable contact 
lenses under the trade-name 
ACUVUE, in Jordan. John- 


son & Johnson, in coopera- 
tion with members of the 
Jordanian Opthaimologicai 
Society, invited Dr. Terry to 
give a lecture on “the prob- 
lems caused by contact lens 
abuse" at the Forte Grand 
Hotel, on Sunday. 

Dr. Terry, who works in 
the research department at 
Moo refields Eye Hospital in 
London, explained the com- 
plications suffered from ex- 
tended wear of contact lenses 
over a long period of time, 
providing guidelines to long- 
term survival without adverse 
effects on fee eyes during 
lens wear. 

“Extended wear signifies 
keeping the lenses on con- 
tinuously for longer than six 
days, as opposed to daily 
wear, in which lenses are 
taken off before sleep.” said 
Dr. Terry. 


Greater risk of complica- 
tions originate from extended 
wear since contamination of 
the lenses results as the 
amounts of bacteria depo- 
sited on them increase signifi- 
cantly during sleep. 

Also, inadequate oxygen 
supply does not help in main- 
taining the cornea, which 
swells up during lens wear at 


night, explained Dr. Terry. 
Thus bacterial attachment 


Thus bacterial attachment 
to the lenses affects the cor- 
nea and results in adhesion of 
bacteria to epithelial tissues 
of the eye. creating prob- 
lems. 

According to Dr. Terry, 
warning signs of complica- 
tions include burning sensa- 
tions, increased sensitivity to 
light, redness and watering of 
the eyes. 

“Borderline contact lens 
candidates must cure their 


problems at an early stage to 
prevent further risk,” said 
Dr. Terry. 

Other problems associated 
with lens wear involve the 
accumulations of deposits on 
the lenses. “This, however, 
can be cured by disposability 
because these accumulations 
never go, and so the lens 
should, said Dr. Terry. 

Daily cleansing, especially 
using mechanical rubbing and 
rinsing, removes the majority 
of microorganisms, and 
lenses solutions avoid bacte- 
rial contamination that leads 
to eye infection. 

“But regular replacement 
of lenses ensures increased 
safety and success of contact 
lens wear,” said Dr. Terry. 

Another point to consider 
is that contact lens wearers 
most often do not comply 
with the regiment dictated by 


their opticians, and so be- 
come lax about their daily 
lens care obligations. 

'’Therefore, ophthalmic 
opticians must regularly in- 
terrogate patients about their 
routine lens care, reach them 
well, keep rhem well- 
informed and detect any 
emerging problems," said 
Dr. Tenry. 

In response, “patients 
should follow their opticians’ 
instructions, undergo regular 
examinations of their eyes 
and act as soon as complica- 
tions are felt,” Dr. Terry 
said. 

Early detection of prob- 
lems is the key to continued 
lens wear. Examination of 
the eyes should include ever- 
sion of the upper eyelids 
looking for redness trans- 
parency, roughness, in- 
creased number of surfacing 


capillaries or prominence of 
papillae. 


In answering questions 
posed by attendants. Dr. Ter- 
ry said, “a couple of years 
ago, some published research 
papers showed that more 
complications were faced in 
disposable extended wear of 
lenses than in conventional 
extended wear. But I totally 
disagree: complications result 
primarily from extended 


"And I personally would 
not advise a new patient to 
start with extended wear." 

Hence daily wear, though 
requiring greater care, time 
and effort, is generally more 
favourable than extended 


wear. 

“I myself am a pan-time 
contact lens wearer,” Dr 
Terry concluded. 
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Indian premier tells Pakistan 
to return the rest of Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (R) — Imfia, 
escalating a war of words 
with neighbouring Pakistan, 
Kid Monday that TdaiwaK^ j 
must turn over its share of the 
disputed Kashmir region to 
New Delhi. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 

siniha Ran staked to 

the entire strife-torn northern 
region, part of which is under 
Pakistani rale, in a nationally 
televised speech marking In- 
dia's 47th independence 
anniversary. 

“The one unfinish ed is 

that Pakistan vacate its 
Occupation of those areas of 
Kashmir which are under its 
control and should form part 
of India," said Mr. Rao, 
in Hindi from New 


i’s medieval Red Fort. 

“With you, without you, in 
spite of you Kashmir mil. 
remain an integral part of 
India." 

Kashmir has been at die 
centre of a protracted dispute 
between mostly Hindu India 
and Islamic Pakistan which 
bas sparked three wars in 47 
years. New Delhi claims 
Pakistan occupied a portion 
of the valley by force in 1947. 

In the last four years an 
estimated 17,000 peojple have 
been killed in a Muslim upris- 
ing against Indian rule. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
secretly arming Muslim mili- 
tants who are seeking an in- 
dependent Kashmir or to Un- 
ite India’s only Mustim- 
majority state with Pakistan. 

In Srinagar, the summer 


capital of India’s Jammu and 
Kashmir state, one person 
was killed and another was 
injured Monday when Mus- 
lim militants fired two rock- 
ets at parading security 
forces, police said. 

In a nearby town a man 
sitting on a window sill of bis 
house was killed by a stray 
bullet during an exchange of 
gunfire between militants and 

security forces, police said. 

On Sunday Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto described the 
Kashmir dispute as an “un- 
finished agenda" from the 
sub-continent’s partition and 
said Islamabad would always 
support Kashmiris fighting 
Indian rule. 

Mr. Rao claimed Ms. 
Bhutto’s speech proved Isla- 
mabad was aiding Muslim 
militan ts and said the only 
unfinished task was for Pakis- 
tan to pull out of Kashmir. 

u We are firm in our posi- 
tion that Kashmir will be part 
of India and we will stick to 
it," die Indian prime minis ter 
said. 

Regional tensions have 
raised concerns in part be- 
cause India bas tested an 
atom bomb and P akis tan is 
believed to have a nuclear 
bomb or be dose to building 
one. 

Mr. Rao said he was not 
threatening Pakistan but 
seeking bilateral talks to re- 
solve file dispute. Islamabad 
wants a U.N.-sponsored 


plebiscite to determine the 
region’s fate. 

“I am not threatening but 
taking into view stability in 
South Asia," he said. “We 
want peace and sovereignty." 

Mr. Rao said India would 
puisne its fight against armed 

militan t* in UTadmirr until 

Pakistan stopped meddting in 
die region. “We want to tell 
Pakistan that we will con- 
tinue to take steps to stop 
terrorist activities in Kash- 
mir,” he said. 

The government is moving 
towards conducting elections 
in Kashmir by defining elec- 
toral areas but did not want 
to set a date for it, Mr. Rao 
said. 

Indian government offi- 
cials have promised elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir but h 
was believed to be the first 
time the prime minister 
pledged a poll. 

Mr. Rao, wooing Muslims 
ahead of stale elections, said 
Monday he had doubled the 
strength of an anti-riot police 
force and approved a finance 
corporation for India's 
minorities. 

Mr. Rao, delivering an In- 
dependence Day speech on 
nationwide television, said 10 
Rapid Action Force (RAF) 
battlations comprised of 
majority Hindus and minor- 
ity Mnmms had been formed 
— twice as many as the gov- 
ernment had promised last 
year. 

The special RAF police 
force is seen by Muslims as a 


protection against Hindu 
militants. India’s ordinary 
police forces are usually 
dominated by the Hindu 
majority. The force was origi- 
nally formed following 1992 
ethnic riots sparked by a dis- 
pute over a shrine in the 
northern town of Ayodhya. 
Some 2,500 people, mostly 
Muslims, were kilte d in the 
violence. 

Analysts say Mr. Rao’s rul- 
ing Congress Party is keen to 
win back Muslim supporte rs, 
alienated by its perceived in- 
difference towards Hindu 
militants, ahead of elections 
in 10 of the nation's 26 states 
later this year and in early 
1995. 

Lacing his Hindi-language 
speech with expressons from 
the Muslim minority’s Urdu 
tongue, Mr. Rao said the 
srnment had approved a 
to improve business 
jrtunities for Muslims 
_ other minorities. 

The fund, called the 
National Minorities Finance 
and De velop ment Corpora- 
tion (NMFDC), will be given 
start-up capital of five bfltion 
rupees ($165 nuDion). 

India’s main religious 
groups are Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs and Christians living 
under a constitution that 
treats all letigfons as equal. 
But the 120 million-strong 
Muslim community is the 
main min o ri t y whose status 
affects social peace and elec- 
tion results. 
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Balladur hails liberators at Provence ceremonies 

SAINT -RAPHAEL, France 
(AFP) — French Premier 
Edouard Balladur paid tri- 
bute Monday to allied troops 
who helped drive Nazi forces 
from ‘ southern France in 1944, 
op the second day of events 
marking the liberation opera- 
tion. 

. Mr. Balladur honoured 
specifically British and U.S. 
troops at a ceremony cm a 
beachhead near the Riviera 
.resort of Saint Raphael, 
while in another ceremony he 
Honoured the French force 
which helped liberate their 
own country. 

“French people will never 
forget these soldiers of cour- 
age and liberty,” he said, 
commemorating the “numer- 
ous (servicemen) who fell for 
freedom," in the operation, 
he said at the Dramont 
.beachhead near here. 
r Speaking in the presence of 
dignitaries including Britain’s 
Prince Andrew and U.S. 

Navy Secretary John Dalton, 

Mr. Balladur said the British 
and U.S. troops “faced the 
itest resistance from the 
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French President Francois Mitterrand (centre) 
and Prime Minister Edouard Balladur (left) 
review an honour guard on board the aircraft 


carrier Foch as they arrive for a naval review 
marking the 56th anniversary of ailed landing 
hi P rovence, southern France (AFP photo) 


:rmans. 

Troops from the 36th U.S. 
Infantry Division, the so-cal- 
led “Ciamel Force," landed 
on the Dramont beach on the 
night of Aug. 15, 1944, sup- 
ported by allied warship mas- 
sed off the Provence coast in 
Operation Dragoon. 

- Dragoon, in which some 
400,000 allied troops took 
part, was the allied mission to 
open a second front in France 
following the Normandy D- 
Day landings. 

A granite monumnet on 
the beachhead commemo- 
rates how U.S. forces, along 
with their allies “began the 
drive which led across 
France, Germany and Au- 
stria, ending with the com- 
plete destruction of the Ger- 
man army and the Nazi 
regime." 

Speaking to contingents 


from African and U.S. batta- 
lions as well as the Welsh 
Guards, saying that “strong 
alliance are the foundation of 
the most secure victories.” 

“The last half a century has 
repeatedly confirmed: Secur- 
ity, stability, in one word 
peace, are a common respon- 
sibility. ..The tumultuous 
events which have happened 
since the liberation have 
made international solidarity 
more necessary than ever.” 
The Dramont ceremony en- 
ded with a three-nation fly 
past. 

In a ceremony shortly 
afterwards at nearby Cava- 
laire, just west of Saint 
Tropez, Mr. Balladur mean- 
while turned his attention to 
France's own troops who 
took part in Dragoon. 

Cavalairc was the sight of 
the first landing by French 
forces, including servicemen 
from France’s former African 
colonies, in the allied opera- 
tion. Mr. Balladur called the 
force “an army of heroes.” 


After his address at the war 
monument in the town, Mr. 
Balladur bestowed honours 
on eight veterans of the land- 
ings, including two of Alge- 
rian birth ana one from the 


Ccmjgo. 


Cavalaire ceremony 
was also attended by French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard. Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua, who was to 
have been present, was recal- 
led to Paris due to the arrest 
of tiie international terrorist 
Carlos. 

Monday’s ceremonies 
came after celebrations be- 
gan Sunday with a huge mul- 
ti-national naval review off 
the Provence coast, led by 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand and 14 African heads of 
state. 

Swimming as a kid in Lake 
Michigan brought Angelos 
Chatas to France twice in 
1944: as the first American 
on Utah Beach in D-Day, 
and blowing up underwater 
obstacles on the Riviera 10 


weeks later. 

On Sunday, the 73-year- 
old Dallas, Texas, resident 
was in Fiance again, hon- 
oured as a hero by the French 
government celebrating 50 
years since the liberation 
from German occupation. 

Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard pinned France’s 
second-highest honour, the 
Order of National Merit, 
next to the bronze star on 
Mr. Chatas’ blazer Sunday 
during commmoration cere- 
monies of the allied landings 
in southern France. 

Belated recognition, 
perhaps, but somehow that 
much more symbolic this year 
as many events overlooked in 
the heat of World War IPs 
battles get a new look thanks 
to a wave of anniversaries. 

“I'm overwhelmed and 
humbled by it,” Mr. Chatas 
said. “I accept h really as a 
representative of all my com- 
rades, many of whom are 
buried here.” 


Mexican government candidate pledges clean election 


MEXICO CITY (Agencies) 

— Mexico's ruling party 
candidate Ernesto Zedillo 
pledged a clean election and 
prosperity at his final cam- 
paign rally Sunday packed 
'with hundreds of thousands 
.of party-supplied supporters. 

• Buses supplied by the In- 
ternational Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) that has ruled 
-Mexico since 1929 began fer- 
rying supporters to Mexico 
ICity’s main square hours be- 
fore tile rally was to begin. 
: “They told us to support 
Zedillo and here we are,” 
said Javier Fernandez, a 
■worker who declined to say 
which group he was from. 
"The leaders are pro-PRI. 
The grassroots are not- I'm 
■Here because of pressure." 

‘ A sidewalk vendor concur- 
red: “Yesterday, they gave 
me a cap and a T-shirt and 
told me that if I did not go to 
the maun square I wouldn’t 
have a spot for three weeks. 
Here I am.” 

• Organisers from the huge 
pro-government Mexican 
Wokers Confederation and 
other, smaller unions handed 
out T-shirts, caps, signs and 





An estimated 200,000 people IDO the central 
square in Mexico City for a camp a ign speech 
by Institutional Revolutionary Party candid a te in next 

plastic bags with oro-Zedflio corrafling voters for rallies — 


m pro-Zi 
slogans to the different con- 
tingents, most of which dres- 
sed distinctively to tell each 
other apart. 

Unions alone provided 
300,000 people for the rally, 
organisers said. 

Mr. Zedillo — who has in 
the past come out against 


told the crowd he was confi- 
dent he would win cleanly on 
Ang. 21 and urged supporters 
to "vote for the weft-being of 
your families.” 

“We do hot want a country 
mired in the past,” ho said in 
his 35-minute address. 
Others PRI candidates pack- 


Etnesto Zedillo. Mr. Zedffio*s rivals arc 
urging voters to end 65 years of one-party rale 
~ " J week's presidential election (AFP) 

ed the stage but (fid not 
speak. 

Mr. Zedillo, who is run- 
ning in his first campaign, 
was selected by the PRI to 
replace the more charismatic 
Luis Donaldo Cokxsio after 
his slaying on March 23 fol- 
lowing a rally in Tijnana, 
Mexico. 



Prime Minister P.V. 

i min dfu l hj i n i ai It j p"*. - 


at the 17th 
speech to 
(AFP photo) 


Red Fort after giving a 
India’s Ind epende nce Day 


Battered lira stabilises after 
show of Berlusconi coalition unity 


ROME (R) — The battened 
Italian nra held steady in 
edgy trading Monday after 
Prime Minister Silvio Berins- 
confs show of coalition unity 
over the weekend, which was 
aimed at calming nervous 
financial markets. 

But in a sign that media 
tycoon BedusconTs honey- 
moon with the dectora te may 
be over, a poll showed 55.1 
per cent of Italians were dis- 
satisfied with his govern- 
ment’s pe rf o r mance so far. 

The embattled Berlusconi 
who made up with Northern 
League leader Umberto Bos- 
si — his most troublesome 
coalition partner — at the 
weekend, repeated that there 


was no alternative to his con- 
servative administration. 

The Italian currency, 
which fell to record lows Fri- 
day due to worries about the 
domestic political outlook 
was tittle changed in 
in London, but dealers 
financial analysts said they 
remained wary about the fu- 
ture. 

“The fact that they appear 
to have patched up then* dif- 
ferences is fine,” said 
Qayton Perry, a London- 
based analyst for Credit Suis- 
se First Boston, a large mer- 
chant bank. 

“But the problems run 
deeper than can be sold in a 


single meeting and the mar- 
kets are remaining on edge.” 

Italian markets were dosed 
Monday for a one-day public 
holiday, but the lira changed 
hands in London at-1 J323-5(V 
4 JO to tiie German mark, in 
line with its dose late Friday. 

Worries at the constant 
squabbling within Mr. Ber- 
foscom’s coalition pushed the 
battered Italian currency to a 
record low of 1,000 per mark 
shortly after midday Friday. 

In a move some commen- 
tators dabbed “spaghetti di- 
plomacy”, Mr. Bossi and Mr. 
Berlusconi ironed out their 
differences in a meeting in 
the small hours of Saturday 


Clinton loses out to gun lobby 


WASHINGTON 
Americans’ fabled 
for guns and the nation’s 
number one lobby group, the 
National Rifle Association 
(NRA), came together last, 
week to deal a crushing blow 
to President Bill Ctinton. - 

Despite several setbacks in 
past months, the NRA 
showed that Its influence on 
American politics remained 
intact when it managed to 
convince key members of the 
House of Representatives to 
reject Mr. Cfinton’s water- 
shed crime bilL 

Mr. Qinton denounced the 
outcome of the vote as a 
victory of “special interests’ 
over ordinary Americans 
who in public opinion polls 
have repeatedly identified 
skyrocketing crime as their 
most pressing concern. 

He charged that tiie NRA 
had resorted to a “procedural 
trick” to block passage of the 
bill that included a ban on 19 
types of assault weapons and 
would have put 100,000 more 
police on the streets. 

Negotiations to save the 
crime-fighting package are 
expected to be difficult but 
the outcome of the talks 


could prove crucial for 
Democratic candidates ahead 
of November’s legislative 
elections. 

Mr. Qmtou shot back fol- 
the defeat and said 
that tiie ban on 
assault weapons was not 
negotiable. 

“Let me be dear about 
this: The crime bffl must ban 
tiie assault weapons that have 
no place on our streets," Mr. 
Clinton said. 

One out of every four 
Democrats in the House 
voted against the crime pack- 
age in a move viewed by 
White House aides as a bet- 
rayal to the president. 

Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell said Sunday 
in a televised interview that 
Congress was “on this issue, 
controlled by the National. 
Rifle Association." 

Influence-peddling by the 
gun lobby was a “crucial foo- 
ter” in the outcome of the 
vote, Sen. Mitchell said. 

According to analysts from 
the Centre for Responsive 
Politics, the NRA spent dose 
to $500,000 over the past 19 
mouths to woo the 225 Con- 


gressmen who voted against 
the bid and only $65,000 was 
showered upon tiie 210 Rep- 
resentatives who s u pported 
the package. 

Founded in 1871 in tiie 
heyday of the Wild West, the 
NRA has come under mount- 
ing pressure to abandon its 
opposition to gun control as 
U.S. crime rates have soared. 

The NRA lost a major 
battle last year when Con- 
gress approved measures to 
tighten control on gun- 
ficensing in a bill that took 
Seve years to win approval. 

The lobby group, which 
boasts a membership of 3.5 
million including former 
President George Bash, 
draws much of its legitimacy 
in its battle against gun con- 
trol from the U.S. Constitu- 
tion winch recognises the 
right to keep and bear arms. 

“A well-regulated militia, 
being necessary to the secur- 
ity of a free state, the right of 
the people to keep and bear 
aims, dull not be infringed,” 
**•18 tiie Second Amend- 
ment, which comes after the 
key provision on rights and 
liberties. 


Japan’s war record, tar- 
nishmgtiie dovish image of 
the cabinet and triggering an 
outcry from China and South 
Korea. 

Shin Sakurai of the con- 
servative liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) was replaced as 
Environment Agency 
director-" ' ” 


Murayama says Japan regrets war, 
but ministers send different signals 

Director-General Tokulchiro 
Tamazawa. 

While six of 13 ministers 
from the LDP paid tribute at 
the shrine, none of the six 
ministers from Mr. 
Mnrayama’s Social Democra- 
tic Party (SDP) did — 
another sign of policy differ- 
ences in the coalition be- 
tween the Conner rival oar- 
Oes. 

Mr- Murayama, while ex- 
pnssmg his view that such 
jraits tooW not be desirable, 
nad left the matter to the 
fi^tetion of each minister. 

Tne heads of the three 
patties in the coalition — Mr 
Murayama himself, Foreigii 
Master Yohd Kono of the 
“S France Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura of the 
smaller New Party Sakigake 
stayed away from the 

Sohei Miyashita, an LDP 
^Placed Mr, 
E™* S**' *“* told re- 

Iporters that he “basically 
support Murayama’s view afr. 
out the war” that Japan’s 
JfSresapn caused suffering 

A jw should never be 


TOKYO (APF) — Prime 
Minister Tomnchi Murayama 
on Monday declared Japan’s 
regret over sufferings it in- 
flicted upon Asians during 
World War II as the country 
marked the 49th anniversary 
of its surrender, but members 
of his cabinet sent contradic- 
tory signals. 

“I would like to deeply 
consider those people's pain 
and sorrow, and express my 
condolences with deep reflec- 
tion.” he said at a ceremony 
attended by 8,000 people in- 
cluding Emperor AJohito and 
Empress Michiko, along with 
war survivors and families of 
war dead. 

“Always humbly, we must 
build relations based on trust 
with countries concerned and 
also make our utmost efforts 
to act on various issues after 
the war,” he said. 

Mr. Murayama, the first 
socialist to head the nation in 
47 years, repeated the word 
"reflection” during his 
speedi, which was taken to 
indicate Ids resolve to settle 
issues left over from the war, 
such as compensation for war 
victims. 

The ceremony came one 
day after the resignation of a 
minister in the rating coali- 
tion over remarks defending 


saying that Japan bad not 
intended to wage “a war of 
aggression.” 

The war issue however did 
not quiet down with Mr. 
Sakurai’s resignation. 

As the prime minister ex- 
pressed condolences at 
Tokyo’s Bodokan Stadium, 
one third of his 21-member 
cabinet paid controversial 
visits to the nearby Yasukuni 
Shrine where military war 
dead, inducting war crimin- 
als, are commemorated. 

Seven ministers, mainly 
from tiie LDP, went to the 
shrine despite Mr. 
Murayama’s earlier warning 
that such visits conld ruffle 
the sentiments of people in 
Japan’s neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Among the seven were 
such key ministers as Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry 
Minister Ryutaro Hastnmo- 
to. Justice Minister Isao 
Maeda and Defence Agency 
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Edinburgh 
Festival opens 
on a high note 

EDINBURGH (R) — The 
triumphant return of a local 
boy turned musical maestro 
has opened the programme 
of Edinburgh's 4S-year-old 
international festival. Donald 
Runnicles conducted 
Mahler’s symphony Of 1,000 
in Edinburgh’s Usher Hall 
some 30 years after making 
his musical debut there as an 
11 -year-old singer in the 
same piece. Prolonged ap- 
plause from a delighted audi- 
ence at the festival’s opening 
concert brought the musical 

director of San Francisco 
Opera back for curtain call 
after curtain call. “I’ve never 
heard anything tike it,” one 
regular festival-goer said. 
The festival could master 
only around half the 1,000 
performers specified by the 
Viennese composer and 
music critics were more 
muted in their praise, com- 
plaining of problems with the 
sitting of soloists among the 
orchestra and chorus. But it 
marked a triumphant return 
for Edinburgh-born Runni- 
des, virtually unknown in 
Scotland after working most- * 
[y in Austria and Germany - 
before moving to the United 
States. He now spends six. 
months with San Francisco 
Opera and works in 
Bayreuth, other German 
cities and Vienna the rest of 
the year. This year’s festival, 
which ends on Sept. 3, boasts 
and ambitious programme 
centred on Beethoven, 
opera, dance and drama. 
More than 70 per cent of 
seats have been sold in adv- 
ance. 

5 Indicted in movie 
award scandal 

MANILA (AP) — The 
second runnemp in last year’s 
Miss World pageant and four 
others were indicted Monday 
on fraud charges, accused of 
falsifying winners in June's 
Manila Film Festival. One of 
the five, talent agent Lolit 
Sotis, was also indicted in the 
Manila regional trial court for 
obstruction of justice in the 
June 22 incident, in which the 
wrong winners for Best Actor 
and Best Actress were 
announced. Fraud carries a 
prison sentence of 12 to 20 
years. Obstruction of justice 
is punishable by up to six 
years imprisonment. Charges 
against Gaby Concepcion, w 
who was wrongly named Best 
Actor, were dropped, offi- 
cials said Actress Nanette 
Medved was indicted but the 
charges would be dropped so 
she could testify against the 
others. She admitted that she 
knowingly announced Con- 
cepcion as the bogus winner 
but did so under pressure 
from Solis. Prosecutor Prp- 
firio Macaraeg said fraud in- 
dictments were also returned 
against Ruffa Gutierrez, the 
1993 second runnerup in the 
Miss y/orld pageant; hef 
brother Rocky Gutierrez; 
and Viveka Babajee, who 
represented the Indian 
Ocean nation of Mauritius in 
last May’s Miss Universe 
pageant here. Miss Gutierrez 
was wrongly announced as 
Best Actress in the festival 
awards ceremony and along 
with Medved announced the 
Best Actor. 

For rent, cheap, 

13 Venetian 
islands 

VENICE (AP) — For rent, 
cheap, 13 Venetian islands. 
After years of being aban- 
doned or used at most as 
illegal garbage dumps, some 
of the lagoon city's tiny is- 
lands will be available for ^ 
rental starting in September. * 
“It's absurd and disgraceful 
that these islands remain un- 
used, at the mercy of van- 
dals,” the Rome newspaper 
La Repubblica quoted Carate- 
lo lanni, an official in 
Venice's property office, as 
saying. Other Italian news- 
papers Sunday carried similar 
stories abont the decision to 
rent the islands. The rent win 
be cheap, but there is a catch 
— Renters must restore 
abandoned structures or 
otherwise fix up the islands. 
“We can’t give them away 
nee, the law won’t let us,” 

Mr. lanni was quoted as 
saying. “We must ask for, 
maybe, a lira (less than a 
U.S. cent), a symbolic price" 
depending on shape of the 
island and plans. In all, there 
are 34 islands in the lagoon, 
Only a few of them inhabited, 
such as lace-making Burano 
and glass-making Murano, 
two popular tourist stops. 

Due island has a cemetery. A 
couple host convents. Und 
two years ago, another was .£ 
home to a psychiatric bosprt - 
al, and still another, used by 
the military for target pw®’’ 
Jjos, will soon become a p®*- .. 
Tne wild brush on the islands 
is also paradise for hunters of 
birds and other prey. 
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South Korean president spells 
out new unification formula 
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SEOUL (AFP) — Saying the 
vaftTs last cold war barrier 
a ennobling. South Korean 
president Kim Young Sam 
Monday unveiled a new for- 
mula for gradual reunifica- 
don with the Communist 
North — shifting the emph- 
asis from politics to econo- 
mics. 

Mr. Kim, whose planned 
historic summit with Kim li- 
fting of the North last month 
was aborted by the Northern 
leader’s death on July 8, said 
be was presenting the new 
blueprint because “the Ko- 
rean people cannot live di- 
vided for ever.” 

“North-South relations 
should be focused on bow to 
promote the well-being of the 
entire populace, rather than 
be mired in futile ideological 
co n front a tion,” he said. 

“Only after the people of 
the South and the North 
cooperate until each other 
and bring about mutual 
prosperity will it be possible 
3 to form a single economic 
* co mmunity which wQl natur- 
ally pave the way for unifica- 
(ton* 

Justifying gradual, phased 
— ratherthan rapid — moves 
towards unity, Mr. Kim 
pointed to the bloody rivn 
war in Yemen, which he 
Mamed mi a superficial poli- 
tical union without a solid 
preparatory process. 

“ft will not be possible to 
unify the South and the 
North overnight because the 
two parts of Korea have been 
kicked into mutual hostility 
and distrust,” be warned. 

The speech, delivered 
nationwide on the 
a nni ver sa ry of the end of 
Japanese colonial rule over 
die Korean peninsula, came 
after a two-day police crack- 
down on student radicals 


trymg to stage North Korean- 
initiated pan-national rallies 
in the streets of Seoul to urge 
speedy reunification. 

Mr. Kim’s government had 
outlawed the rally. 

It also came after Unifica- 
tion Minister Lee Hong-Koo 
said steps over the weekend 
in Geneva between Washing- 
ton on Pyongyang towards a 
solution to the North Korean 
nuclear standoff could be an 
impetus to new North-South 
talks. 

Talks between the North 
and the South, and plans for 
the first ever summit between 
tiie two, were abruptly 
broken off after Kim D- 
Sung’s death, as were the 
Washington- Pyongyang nuc- 
lear talks. 

But while the United 
States and North Korea re- 
sumed their talks last week, 
and moved quickly towards 
the statement and an agree- 
ment to meet again on Sept. 
23, South and North Korea 
fell back into cold war rhetor- 
ic and the summit remains 
indefinitely postponed. 

“The cold war is finally 
leaving the Korean peninsu- 
la... the competition between 
the South ana the North over 
which can create a better 
society has already been de- 
cided," Mr. Kim said in his 
speech. 

“The North Korean lead- 
ership must, as a matter of 
course, abandon their 

strate gy of m iwmiinioiig Hv* 

South... they must also 
undertake bold reforms in- 
cluding improvement of the 
human rights situation.” 

North Korea Monday ac- 
cused South Korea of 
deepening “national divi- 
sion” and rebutted Seoul’s 
new unification formula that 




shifted die emphasis fr om 
politics to economics, south- 
era monitors said. 

Pyongyang, throngh its 
state media, swiftly de- 
nounced the new blueprint 
unveiled Monday by Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam as a 
rehash of previous formulas 
proposed by Mr. Kim’s pre- 
decessors, said Seoul’s offi- 
cial Naewoe Press. 

The vitriolic North Korean 
reaction came daring a rally 
in Pyongyang to mark the 
liberation of the peninsula 
from Japanese colonial rale 
from 1910 to 1945, Naewoe 
said. 

It was not immediately 
known how North Korea 
came to have an advance 
sy of the Kim speech, 
yongyang also charged 
that by repeating the “heavy- 
handed policies of past dicta- 
torships” Mr. Kim’s adminis- 
tration had shown it had no 
intention of seeking inter-Ko- 
rean dialogue. 

President Kim Young-Sam 
said South Korea was ready 
to help North Korea with 
sensitive nuclear power gen- 
eration, saying foe project 
could become the first joint 
venture of the new “Korean 
community.” 

“The Korean people can- 
not live divided forever. We 
most pool all our national 
determination and energies,” 
be said. 

“If and when the North 
guarantees the transparency 
of its nudear activities, we 
are ready to support their 
development of the peaceful 
use of nuclear energy, includ- 
ing light-water nuclear reac- 
tor construction, by provid- 
ing them with the necessary 
capital and technology," Mr. 
Kim said. 


He said the programme 
could become “the test joint 
project for national develop- 
ment," leading to the estab- 
lishment of a “single com- 
munity of the Korean 
people.” 

Mr. Kim’s statement came 
amid South Korean man- 
oeuvres to have its own in- 
terests reflected in the results 
of U.S. -North talks aimed at 
solving disputes over the 
North’s snspected nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Riots in Seoul 

Meanwhile police helicopters 
Monday dropped teargas 
over thousands of radical stu- 
dents trying to stage a North 
Korean-inspired rally in a 
university where a night of 
pitched battles left more than 
100 injured. 

Outside the Seoul National 
University campus, 
thousands of riot police main- 
tained a tight blockade, firing 
volleys of teargas shells 
across the walls, witnesses 
said. 

The massive teargas attack 
sent more than 10,000 stu- 
dents fleeing into school 
buildings and nearby hills and 
left only a few hundred to 
hold a curtailed ceremony for 
the “pan-national” rally, they 
said. 

“Three police helicopters 
swooped overhead, spraying 
teargas, and students ran 
away through clouds of tear- 
gas,” said an AFP photo- 
grapher at the scene. 

The police tightly sealed 
off the campns but took no 
farther action following a 
night of vicious hand-to-hand 
fighting with thousands of 
students who responded with 
rocks, steep pipes and dubs. 


Russia disowns plutonium seized in Germany 
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MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
officials said Monday there 
was no evidence - that 
weapons-grade plutonium 
239 seized by German police 
last week had come from a 
Russian nudear plant but 
offered to help Bonn investi- 
gate where it bad originated. 

Bavarian police at Munich 
Aireort seized between 100 
and 300 grams (3-5 to 10-5 
ounces) of the highly-en- 
riched plutonium onboard a 
German Lufthansa airliner 
which had arrived from Mos- 
cow. Three men were 
arrested. 

“Very recently we carried 
out an inventory of all 
sources linked to plutonium 
and we registered no thefts or 


of plutonhun 239," 
Atomic Energy Ministry 
spokeswoman Georgy 
Kaurov told reporters. 

“The ministry can now 
officially say we have had no 
thefts of plutonium 239.” 

German officials said it was 
the third seizure of weapons- 
grade nudear material in four 
months, from the former 
Soviet bloc. Experts fear it 


cookl make its way into the 
hands of developing coun- 
tries who want to make nuc- 
lear devices. 

Sergei Vasilyev, head of 
press relations at Russia' s 
Federal Counter-Espionage 
Service, said he agreed with 
Mr. Kaurov. 

“There is no evidence this 
is from Russia. Let them 
prove it,” he said by tele- 
phone. 

Germany’s top police 
agency seized an illegal ship- 
ment of six grams (0.2 
ounces) of plutonium 239 in 
Maz arid insisted it had come 
from Russia’s nuclear indus- 
try. But Moscow said then it 
had no proof to back up the 
German finding. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
said Sunday he would seek 
help from Moscow to stop 
nuclear smuggling. 

“The announcement by 
Chancellor Kohl is linked 
with (their) concerns, but has 
no factual statements to the 
effect that (the plutonium) is 
Russian,” said Mr. Kanrov. 

“The statements being 
made in the German press 


and television are of course 
alarming but we are not in 
the slightest frit worried,” he 
said. 

“We have had no contact 
from German specialists, 
government or firms, so we 
have nothing to react to ... 
we are ready to analyse the 
samples in Germany to find 
out where the plutonium 
comes from.” 

The weekly magazine Der 
Spiegel, which broke the 
news, suggested the source 
was “underpaid scientists in 
advanced laboratories” in the 
former Soviet Union. 

But Mr. Kaurov dismissed 
tire claim as speculation, 
saying the German press had 
made simil ar allegations ab- 
out previous seizures of 
radioactive material. 

“First they talked about 
500 grammes, then about 250 
grammes, then seven gram- 
mes of plutonhun. They said 
it was from Chelyabinsk. 
Tomsk or Krasnoyarsk, then 
the papers said it came from 
Bulgaria,” he said. 

“The German side has to 
produce some material so we 


can discuss it.” 

Bonn is deeply worried ab- 
out the growing evidence that 
Germany is becoming the 
main smuggling route for 
nuclear material from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Bernd Schmidbauer, Mr. 
Kohl’s aide in charge of in- 
telligence affairs, plans to 
travel to Moscow soon to 
discuss the issue. He recently 
said both international crime 
■gangs and Russian govern- 
ment officials were involved. 

Last mouth U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation head 
Louis Freeh signed a deal 
with Moscow to fight interna- 
tional organised crime and 
warned weapons-grade unc- 
lear materials could find their 
way into criminal hands. 

Mr. Kaurov said it was 
shameful to suggest Deputy 
Atomic Energy Minister Vik- 
tor Sidorenko, on the same 
Lufthansa flight as the pluto- 
nium, was in any way tanked 
to the affair. 

“Our minister is a deeply 
respected academic ... he 
simply couldn’t be involved 
in such a business.” 


Hundreds board tanker, 
trying to leave Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — Several 
hundred Cabans boarded an 
ofl tanker in the port of 
Marie] Sunday in a bid to go 
to the United States but were 
stepped by authorities, offi- 
cials said Monday. 

Authorities were not let- 
ting the vessel, the Maltese* 
flagged Jussara, leave the 
port west of Havana and spe- 
cial measures had been taken 
to ensure it did not move, an 
Interior Ministry statement 
said. 

The incident was the latest 
involving Cubans trying to 
leave the Comm unis t-ruled 
Caribbean islan d. 

The ministry said a group 
of several hundred “anti-so- 
cial dements” from various 
parts of Havana province 
gathered Sunday afternoon in 
Marie! where the oil tanker 
docked. 

“Apparently in connivance 
with the ofl tanker’s Greek 
captain who carries out fuel 
transfers in Cuba, they got on 
file vessel with the aim of 
going to the United States," 
the statement said. 

ft said that civilian law 
enforcement brigades mobil- 
ised rapidly but it was too late 
to prevent the people from 
boarding the vesseL 

“Special measures were 
taken to stop the movement 
of the boat,” the statement 
added. But it noted that a 
“complex situation" had 
been created. 

The mi ni s try added that 
the situation was being stu- 
died closely and scran 


forces were approaching the 
situation with calm to avoid 
taking “drastic measures.” 

The hijackers had women 
and children among them, it 
added. 

In a reference to Cuba's 
claim that illegal exits from 
the island are encouraged by 
U.S. immigration policy on 
Cubans, the statement noted 
that die latest inti dent came 
barely a day after Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said the United States would 
continue to receive Cubans 
who had left tire island ille- 
gally. 

The incident in Mariel took 
place just hours after a rally 
there in the morning to hon- 
our a naval officer authorities 
say was killed in the port a 
week ago by hijackers of a 
naval vessel to the United 
States. 

The hijacking of the naval 
vessel was the fourth of a 
state-owned Cuban vessel in 
two weeks by would-be emig- 
rants. 

Three hijackings of ferry 
boats from Havava Bay trig- 
gered unprecedented street 
clashes in the Cuban capital 
on Aug. 25 in which 35 peo- 
ple were injured. 

Cubans aimed with knives 
and a gun hijacked a fishing 
boat and ordered it to sail to 
the United States, but the 
vessel instead went to 
Jamaica, police' said Sunday. 

The boat, which arrived on 
the north coast of Jamaica 
near Montego Bay Friday 
niffht. carried 23 people. 


Sri Lanka to restore state of 
emergency after polls 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka President Dingiri Ban- 
da Wijetunga will reintro- 
duce a state of emergency 
after Tuesday’s parliamen- 
tary elections, officials said 
Monday. 

The emergency lapsed a 
month ago, following the dis- 
solution of parliament in 
June to clear the way for 
Tuesday's general election. 

Officials at Wijetunga’s 
office said the emergency 
would take effect from mid- 
night Wednesday. 

Emergency regulations 
gives sweeping powers to 
security forces to arrest and 
detain suspects. The govern- 
ment move came amid fears 
of violence after Tuesday’s 
election. 

A statement from Mr. Wi- 
jetunga’s office said he had 
decided to use emergency 
powers and declare the two 
days after balloting as public 
holidays, but make em- 
ployers pay their staff for 
those two days. 

“The emergency is not in 
force right now. But it will go . 
into effect from midnight 
Wednesday,” a spokesman 

for the presidential secretar- 
iat said. 

Mr. Wijetunga will have to 
seek approval of the state of 
emergency from the parlia- 
ment that will be elected 
Tuesday. 

The emergency, fust im- 
posed in May 1983 to deal 
with separatist Tamil guerril- 
las. required monthly 
approval from parliament but 
since the assembly was dis- 
solved in June the tough laws 


could not be continued 
beyond mid-July. 

Sri Lanka's opposition 
Monday accused the govern- 
ment of attempting to with- 
draw elite army bodyguards 
given to their leader Chandri- 
ka Kumaratunga despite 
threats against her life. 

Opposition spokesman G. 
L. Peiris told reporters here 
that Defence Secretary 
Hamilton Wanasinghe in- 
formed them that the pull-out 
decision was taken after 
allegations that the comman- 
dos had been intimidating 
ruling-party men. 

However, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman said that 
the decision was revoked and 
that commandos continued to 
guard Mr. Kumaratunga, 
who was forced to scale down 
the final round of campaign- 
ing for Tuesday’s parliamen- 
tary elections. 

"The Defence Ministry it- 
self had earlier told her that 
there is a threat (against her 
life) and to be careful ... This 
(withdrawal order) makes us 
highly suspicious.” 

Mr. Kumaratninga has ac- 
cused the government of 
President Wijetunga of trying 
to eliminate her before Tues- 
day’s parliamentary elec- 
tions. but Prime Minister 
Ranii Wickremesinghe has 
denied the charge. 

After one of the bloodiest 
and dirtiest election cam- 
paigns in its history, Sri 
Lanka votes Tuesday in a 
parliamentary poll which 
could end the ruling United 
National Party's (UNP) 17- 
year grip on power. 
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Students beat a riot poticanan daring a North Korean- initiated rally in Seoul (AFP photo) 

U.N. hopes accord will stop sniping in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — An 
accord to end sniping* in 
Sarajevo took effect Monday 
and U.N. peacekeeping offi- 
cials hoped it would help 
defuse tensions between war- 
ring factions in the Bosnian 
capital. 

The anti-sniping agree- 
ment signed on Sunday went 
into effect at 1100 GMT and 
followed a marked increase 
in sniper fire that bad claimed 
growing number of civilian 
lives and forced the virtual 
closure of the city’s tram 
system. 

The Bosnian Serbs and the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment army also agreed ver- 
bally to end shooting attacks 
around Sarajevo Airport 
which have shut down the 
U.N. humanitarian airlift to 
the city. 

As part of the anti-sniping 
accord, Serb and Muslim offi- 
cials pledged to form joint 
patrols with the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) to 
flush out snipers disobeying 
orders and prosecute them as 
criminals. 

Gunfire halted the airlift 
Thursday only two days after 
it resumed following an 18- 
day break cansed by a spate 
of shooting incidents. The 
city already faces a food shor- 
tage that the United Nations 
says could become critical 
without regular deliveries. 


A spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said the 
relief airlift may resume 
Tuesday if UNPROFOR 
military flights were able to 
land without coming under 
fire. 

"We hope this operation 
will resume tomorrow. There 
are meetings of the countries 
involved today. It’s likely 
that with the continued safe 
operation of the UNPRO- 
FOR flights, UNHCR huma- 
nitarian operations will also 
resume,” he said. 

Bosnian Serbs had stepped 
up sniping in the capital in 
the past month amid interna- 
tional pressure to accept the 
latest peace plan, which they 
have refused to endorse. 

A Bosnian Serb military 
officer said Monday the 
peace plan required Sabs to 
give up too much territory 
and would jeopardise Serb 
interests. 

“The people and the army 
that are winning cannot lose 
everything they have fought 
for on the ground at the 
negotiating table,” Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Milan Gvero, 
assistant to the Bosnian Serb 
Array (BSA) commander, 
told local Serb Television in 
Bosnia. 

The hardline BSA com- 
mander. General Ratko Mla- 
dic, has yet to take public 


stand in ibe power struggle 
between Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers and Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic, who has 
cut off all ties to the rebel 
Serbs to force them to accept 
the peace plan. 

Mr. Milosevic, who faces a 
threat of tougher economic 
sanctions if the plan is re- 
jected, has imposed a block- 
ade on the Bosnian Serbs to 
persuade them to reverse 
their poation. 

The United Nations re- 
ported Monday mainly spor- 
adic clashes on Bosnia’s bat- 
tle fronts and said Bosnian 
Serbs had obstructed U.N. 
aid convoys in eastern 
Bosnia. 

A UNHCR aid convoy 
headed to Gorazde had to 
turn back Sunday after Bos- 
nian Serb forces insisted that 
two of nine trucks unload at 
the Serb-held town of Viseg- 
rad instead. Mr. Kessler 
said. 

"This is of course totally 
against the clearance we had 
received from the Pale (Bos- 
nian Serb) authorities. Viseg- 
rad is already served and are 
getting what their beneficiary 
figures say they require. So 
tins kind of demand is un- 
acceptable and dishearten- 
ing," he said. 

U.N. officers said a stalled 
peace plan and growing 
pressure to lift the arms 


embargo against Muslim-led - 
forces meant many countries 
were considering a withdrawal 
of their United Nations 
peacekeepers in Bosnia. 

French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur warned 
Sunday that Paris would pull 
its peacekeeping troops out 
of tonner Yugoslavia if the 
arms embargo was lifted to 
allow arms to flow freely to 
the mostly Muslim Bosnian 
army. 

France's Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard later said 
he had told the United States 
other European Union coun- 
tries would also withdraw 
their forces. 

France, with more than 

5,000 soldiers, has the largest 
peacekeeping contingent in 
the former Yugoslavia and 
together EU countries form 
the bulk of the U.N. force. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has told Congress he intends; 
to ask the United Nations to 
lift the embargo by the end of 
October if Bosnia’s Serbs 
have not agreed to an inter- 
national peace plan. 

Nations contributing 
troops for U.N. duty believe 
lifting the arms embargo to 
help Bosnia’s less-well-armed 
Muslim forces fight the Serbs 
would remove their impar- 
tiality in the conflict and 
could make their forces the 
target of retributive attacks. 


Nigeria 
banks stay 
closed; 
teachers 
begin strike 

LAGOS (AFP) — Hundreds 
of cash-strapped Lagos bank 
customers anxious to with- 
draw money were dis- 
appionted Monday when 
locked out by the banks, 
though bank workers, had 
been directed to resume work 
Monday, an AFP correspon- 
dent noted. 

The employees’ more than 
month-old strike was sus- 
pended last Thursday. 

Of the 18 banks visited by 
AFP here Monday, none 
opened to the crowd of cus- 
tomers who massed in front 
of the bank gates, looking 
desperate after having been 
starved of cash since the bank 
workers went on strike. 

Speaking on a television 
programme Sunday, the 
National President of the 
National Union of Banks, In- 
surance and Financial Institu- 
tion Employees (NlJBIFTE), 
Mr. Gimbassoo, assured 
Nigerians that Lagos banks 
would open Monday follow- 
ing last Thursday’s suspen- 
sion of the strike action. 

Atn official of Union Bank 
of Nigeria, one of the three 
biggest banks in the country, 
told AFP that the banks were 
not yet open to the public 
because of "political tension" 
and because most banks have 
not enough cash to satisfy 
customers’ needs. 

The La gos s tate branch of 
the NUBlFlE is also affili- 
ated with the state’s branch 
of the Nigeria Labour Con- 
gress (NLQ, whch last Fri- 
day, following an agreement 
with government, suspended 
its one-month-old strike. 

The NLC called the strike 
to press for unconditional re- 
lease of Moshood Abiola, 
principal opposition figure, 
and other political detainees. 

,But despite the suspenion, 
at Lagos bus stops Friday 
morning, scores of comma- 
ters, most reporting for work 
for the first time since the 
strike, were stranded. 

Although there were more 
vehicles on Lagos roads in 
the morning compared to 
previous weeks. 


Curtain falls on 1994 Woodstock 


SAUGERTIES, N.Y. (AP) 
— Us energy spent, the 
Woodstock nation of 1994 
lumbered home Monday 
from the sloppy festival 
grounds like a column of 
walking dead. 

They died smiling. 

For all the rain and mud. 
the filthy toilets and lack of 
showers, the delays and orga- 
nisational foulups, there were 
few regrets. Tired, wet and 
hungry, people left in a sort 
of grumbling bliss. 

"It’s been awesome. This is 
going to go down in history." 
said Joe Walsh of Richfield, 
Conn. *TU remember it — 
how long will I remember it? 
Forever, I guess.*’ 

But it wasn’t all peace and 
love in this instant city of 
350,000. 

Some who bought the $135 
tickets never got in. stranded 
in parking lots miles from the 
rite when shuttle bus service 
unravelled. As many as 

150,000 people got in free as 
security slackened. 

Others fled bad vibes. 

Gail Tosh, 26, of Balti- 
more arrived Saturday morn- 
ing and left just a few hours 
later without seeing any of 
the bands. 

"It’s violent, it’s scary," 
she said by telephone from 
her mother’s house in Syra- 
cuse. ‘There were no signs 
telling you where to go and 
what to do. People are falling 
down on the ground, and 
people are dosing in on top 
of them. There was no form 
of crowd control. And it was 
a nasty crowd, not a nice 
crowd.” 

Finally, Woodstock 94 was 
about the music. Counting 
the all-night dance raves and 
small bands that played till 
dawn, it was essentially non- 
stop rock ’N’ roll for almost 
72 hours. 

Most of the 40-odd acts put 
on memorable shows, from 
Joe Cocker’s reprise of his 
classic performance at the 
1969 Woodstock to Salt *N’ 
Pepa’s slinky stage his- 
trionics. 

Peter Gabriel dosed the 
show early Monday with 
Biko, his tribute to the ma- 
ryred South African activist. 
Stephen Biko. 

“Hi, Woodstock.” Gabriel 
said. “This is your festival. 
This is your mud." 

As the rain ended late Sun- 
day afternoon, the sunset 





Concert goers make their way through the mud on their way to 
the north stage of Woodstock 94. Heavy rains turned the 
grounds into a field of mud causing some of those attending to 
change the name of the concert to “Mudstock” (AFP photo) 


gleamed behind a rolling 
layer of grizzled gray clouds 
as Bob Dylan prepared to 
take the stage. During Rainy 
Day Women No. 12 And 35, 
spectators chanted back at 
Dylan — “everybody must 
get stoned" — and the scent 
of marijuana rose through 
the air. 

With people ankle-deep in 
mud and awash in a kaleido- 
scope of tie-dye, this Wood- 
stock resembled the original 
on Max Yasgur’s farm in 
Bethel, 90 kilometres south- 
west. But there were obvious 
differences. 

As people filed out over- 
night to board shuttle buses 
back to their cars, the techno 
music of an all-night rave 
hammered at their backs. 
Police said it could be late 
tonight or Tuesday morning 
before the traffic dears out. 


Four deaths were report 
including a man who died 
complications from diabe 
and another from a ruprui 
spleen for which he had tx 
treated before coming 
Woodstock. Two others d 
in a car crash on the N 
York State highway on th 
way home. 

Police made 14 arrests, 
eluding a man who assauli 
a woman in a tent and th 
turned on police. More tt 

3,000 people were treated 
mostly minor injuries. 

People grumbled abc 
food shortages, the d 
ordered shantytowns often 
the crush of the crowds. I 
scheduling mixeups tl 
forced lots of people to arri 
late or not at all. Many 1 
feeling the promoters j 
profit before concert-goe 
safety and well-being. 
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The population divide 


THE WORLD Conference on Population in 
Cairo is only weeks away and it is already 
showing signs of strains. The controversy 
emerging prior to the convening of the 
conference is reminiscent of the one that 
prestaged the World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna last summer. There is 
already ample division among the partici- 
pants that could wreck the conference and 
frustrate its objectives. 

The central dividing issue is the abortion 
subject, with all its religious, economic and 
political implications. Some argue that 
women should have the choice if they wish to 
abort their unwanted fetuses. Others insist 
that the right to life includes the right of 
unborn children. 

Also economists worldwide are alarmed by 
the surge in world population and what that 
could mean to the strained economies of the 
developing world and the international en- 
vironment. In effect, the world is still divided 
on this issue along religious and human 
rights lines with some traditional societies 
and many human rights advocates saying the 
right to life cannot be sacrificed for economic 
or- even social reasons. 

The controversy acquires an added urgen- 
cy as both camps have ample ammunition to 
buttress their arguments and submissions in 
defence of their respective points of view. 

Yet there are simple facts that cannot be 
ignored: The world is getting to be overpopu- 
lated and something needs to be done to slow 
or even reverse the pace of .population 
growth. The crux of the problem is how to go 
about doing this. It would seem that reason- 
able birth control policies could be intro- 
duced without any encroachment mi the 
right to life. Instead of aborting offsprings, 
parental control can be introduced with a 
view to encouraging smaller family sizes. 
Religions views on such issues should be 
respected. Freedom of religion entails not 
only the right to worship but also the right to 
uphold one’s religious ideas on abortion and 
child bearing. However, there is no doubt 
that compromises could be reached between 
the opposing views in order to salvage the 
Cairo meeting. This would mean watering 
down the language of the final communique 
to leave sufficient flexibility for all sides to 
accommodate their different postures. 



AL RA’I Arabic daily Monday said the quick respond by 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan to His Majesty 
King Hussein’s call to set np a Royal commission to 
develop and modernise Jordan stresses one of the main 
aspects of the Kingdom. The paper said in its editorial that 
this aspect is the harmony existing between the Kingdom’s 
domestic and foreign policies in facing modem time 
developments. Prince Hassan, said the paper, stressed in 
his reply letter to King Hussein two main issues: First is 
developing legislations and the second is administrative 
development of the state of law and administrations in a 
maimer that would achieve more justice and guarantee 
respect for the sovereignty of law. It said this was natural to 
come at this time, since the issue of development and 
modernisation has become a necessity not only at the 
regional level, but also at the international level which is 
changing swiftly. The paper said the announcement of 
forming the Royal Commission on Modernisation and 
Development signalled the start of rearranging the Jorda- 
nian house and preparing it for the coming stage. 


A COLUMNIST in A! Ra’i daily Monday said a strike call 
announced by Arab municipalities and institutions in 
Israeli areas to demand equality with Jewish municipalities 
was a clear indicator for the Palestinian negotiators and for 
Jordan and the other Arab countries that “the peace 
process’' had not positively affected Israeli tendencies and 
its treatment of its Arab “nationals.” Tareq Masarweb said 
in his column that this gives an indication of the Israeli 
future treatment of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip who are going to live under a self-rule supervised by 
Israel. He said Arab municipal and rural councils are 
bankrupt to an extent that makes them unable to pay 
salaries for their employees, and makes them backward to 
a limit that large Arab cities axe lacking schools and 
sewerage networks. At the same time, he said, the Israeli 
state spends millions of dollars to establish infrastructure 
for settlements which are more like tourist spas, although 
their population might not exceed 40 people. Arabs living 
in Israel can be taken as a measure of the Zionist 


movement’s seriousness in the peace process, he said. He 
added that if the Arab Nation is required to adopt 
moderate stands in the peace process and it the Palestinians 
were to give up their legitimate national rights for the sake 


of peace. Israel is alsd required to be moderate in dealing 
witn its Arab nationals as it should be in dealing with 
Palestinians in the self-rule areas and in its stands on 
Palestinian refugees and displaced persons. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khoari 




1st skirmish between the religious and the materialists 


THE INTERNATIONAL Conference on Population and 
Development that will take place in Cairo in early Septem- 
ber has triggered an intriguing alliance of people who believe 
that religion is not only about personal spirituality, but also 
about how societies should be organised. The main opposi- 
tion to the conference draft declaration has been forcefully 
expressed by the Vatican and by several leading Islamic 
bodies, including Cairo’s A1 Azhar University and the 
Iranian leadership. 

The specific objections they raise to the draft do cu m e n t 
are (bat it could be seen as promoting abortion, extramarital 
sex, homosexuality, and prostitution, while Islamists see it as 
part of a Western strategy to keep down the world’s Muslim 
population. Whether or not these are correct readings of the 
draft document is secondary to the more important met that 
global and national ideological debate is being framed 
increasingly in terms of retigion vs. materialism. 

Last week, the Vatican representative in Tehran met with 
the brother of the I ranian President to coordinate their 
opposition to the Cairo co n fe r ence declaration. Following 
the meeting, one member of the Iranian government said 
that the understanding and collaboration between the 
Vatican and Iran laid the basis for wider cooperation in “a 
future war between the religious and the materialists.” 

An Iranian newspaper subsequently stated that the Iranian 
president’s brother, deputy foreign minister Mohammad 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, announced Iran’s “foil endorsement of 
the collaboration with the Vatican and said there were many 
avenues for cooperation between religious st ates .” 

The intriguing element here is the convergence of views 
among two of the world's largest religions, and the wider 
implications of political cooper a tion among force s that 
believe society should be organised explicitly according to 
religious dictates and morality. For those who seek an 
organsational principle that can neatly explain the lines of 
global confrontation in a world that is no longer sanpHstically 
divided into East and West, this may be a good candidate to 
examine more closely. 

The desire to organise society according to religious 
morality is evident throughout the world, and not only 
among Catholics and Islamists. The rise of the religious right 
in the United States, the controversies over the writings of 
Salman Rnshdie and Tasfima Nasreen, and die politicisation 
of Islamic and Hindu sentiment in India, for example, all 
reflect the wider struggle that is taking place about the 
appropriate balance between religion and personal rights, in 
a world in which states are increasingly being organised 
along secular lines. The recent historical dominance of the 
Western concept of secular nation-states, in which retigkm 
and politics are explicitly separated, is dearly being chal- 
lenged throughout die world. 

In tiie United States, the religions right has made steady 
inroads into the grassroots institutions of the Republican 
Party. Recent surveys suggest that the fundamentalist 
Chris tian right, associated with the Christian Coalition of 
telc-Evangehst Pat Robertson, controls die Republican 
j Party apparatus in 10 states and exercises significant influ- 


ence in eight others. 

In the recent Republican Party convention in the state of 
Texas, rigfatwing Christian fundamentalist delegates success- 
fully elected Tom Pauken as the new party leader on the 
slogan “a vote for Pauken is a vote for God”. A moderate 
Republican state official who lost to the Christian right 
noted; “These people aren’t interested In politics: They are 
interested in establishing a theocracy.” 

The rise of politicised religions throughout the world is 
neither new nor unusual. The secular nation-state is the 
newcomer on the block of human dvilisatiou. Except for the 
last several centuries in Western Europe and North Amer- 

forreJn* most societies tiuoi^ton^^'raSe^mnld. The 
advent of the modern secular nation-state in Europe and 
North America in the 18th Ce ntu r y was the historical turnin g, 
point that sought the separation of state and religion, and 
that relegated religion to the realm of personal spirituality. 
This was a darixg and revolutionary attempt to separate the 
realm of the divine fr om the routine of daily politics and 
governance. 


in many connote; ft is cs ^aUy evito lt in soctete 
— rf .i i. u cavern sodo-economic disparities, where more and 
because they thm 

StertS^n assure them the material .weds and t he hnnan 
dignity that are their due as bunian 
foie United Stales, economic 
injustice are the main reasons why religjonplays such a 

Eh black, 

tiesT Among white, middle class Chnstian fundanrentafaa* 
the power of religious assertion derives mainly from fan 
that traditional aSal and economic structures may. collapse 
due to runaway fibertariamsm *md 

of concerns dnves believers m Islamic and other deyetopmg 
societies: some torn to God to help them redress injustice 
and oppression, others to preserve their way of Me and 
cfignftym the face of rapid change and the ahenatrag impact 

of foreign forces. . , . 

Few countries arc likely to form proper theocracies ruled 
directly by religious texts and dicta; these were tried m 
ancient and medieval times, and eventually gave way to 


As social and economic problems have increased through- 
out the world is recent decades, and existing secular 
nation-states have proved unable to deal with problems of 
employment, violence, drugs, alienation and other ills of 
“modernisation”, people have instinctively tamed to reli- 
gion and ethnicity as sources of comfort in hard times. 

A new study published tins month by the Washington- 
based Centre for Strategic and International Studies states 
that religion has been s y ste ma tically neglected by U.S. 
policy-makers, diplomats and journalists as a factor in 
international affairs. It notes that the U.S. has focussed on 
economic, militaiy, social and political factors that impact on 
international relations among states, bat has neglected the 
role of religion. 

Two reasons are given for this: the Western secular 
separation of cfaurdi and state, and the focus on “national 
interest”, power and material advantage as the main 
determinants of inter-state relations, while ignoring the role 
of “ideals.” 
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more complex, egalitarian and participatory forms « gov- 
ernance. However, we will continue to see religion used as a 
dynamic force that seeks to redress excesses and inequities in 
society, whether these be political, economic, social or moral 

in nature. _ . 

In countries where civil society structures exist, religion 

will work through these mechanisms, as it is doing m political 

parties in the United States. Where dvfl society systems are 
young or nonexistent, religious sentiment win probably be 
expressed in the form of mass movements, public rallies and 
direct ritaiianges to existing state structures, often calling for 
theocratic states. , , „ . 

It is interesting that the coalition erf the Vatican with 
Iranian, Egyptian and other Islamists seems to have given 
the Islamis t vie w po in t more strength and. credibility in th e 
nm-up to the Cano conference; the Isla m ists cannot simply 
by ygntten off as religions extremists or dreamers, as they 
might have been had they opposed the Cairo document on 
their own. The convergence or Islamic and Catholic views in 
tins fngframvi snems to run against the global consensus; but, 
it will be taken seriously at Cairo for two reasons: a) the 
combined political and demographic force of the two parties 
today, and b) the realisation mat religious sentiment will 


The consensus and even the collaboration among the 
Vatican, Iran and A1 Azhar in opposing elements in the 
Cairo c o nferenc e declaration provide the most dramatic 

S ; to date of the determination of religiously oriented 
to confront what they see as the excesses of the 
state. The Cairo conference oppositional 
consensus among Islamists and Western Catholics u unlikely 
to be repeated so overtly in other fields, because few other 
subjects can bring these parties together as can their strong 
sentiments about abortion and sexual morality. 

The likelihood is not for more tr ansna tional religious 
coalitions such as the one forged to change the Cairo 
conference declaration, but rather for a continued increase 
in the profile, power and impact of religiously oriented 
groups within individual countries. The “future war between 
die religious and the materialists” is already well underway 
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co ntin ue to play an im port a nt and probably a growing role m 
global politi c s tor decades to come, and therefore it must be 


it must be 


thy for its confrontational aspect, but also for what it reveals 
about the possibilities for joint action when religiously 
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mhwlefl people from different civilisations work together for 
a single cause. The really intriguing questions, however, 
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remain open for discussion: Is this controversy showing the 
marginalised condition of the Catholic Church in Western 
society, or is it heralding the emergence of a global moral 
majority that includes significant elements of Western, 
Christian, Islamic and developing societies? 
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Middle East water crisis — time is running out 


fiTYi 


By Ann MBnes Roberts. 


LAST MONTH, in the heat 
of a July afternoon on the 
parched border north of 
Aqaba and Eilat, Jordanian 
and Israeli delegations met 
and talked peace. They 
agreed to “mutually recog- 
nise as a result of negotia- 
tions the rightful allocations 
of the two rides in Jordan 
and Yannuk River water 
and to fully respect and 
comply with the negotiated 
rightful allocations in 
accordance with agreed 
principles.” After many 
yean of fear, suspicion and 
outright war, it seems a 
start can be nude to solving 
the region’s water problems 
— and only just in time. - 
In the next few yean,' 
Jordan and Israeli will have 
developed all renewable 
sources of water and will 
also have reached a crisis in 
the use of mm-renewable 
water supplies from deep 
aquifers formed in ancient 
times. The region was 
already suffering from se- 
vere water shortage before 
the recent influx of Soviet 
Jews to Israel and of some 
300,000 Palestinians into 
Jordan during the Gulf cri- 
sis. In 1992, Jordan’s 
population stood at 
3,500,000. By 2020 it is ex- 
pected to rise to 10 million, 
m water terms, much of the 
region is already naming on 
empty tanks. In Jordan, 
Israel and the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the rivers and 
underground water sources 

have been so heavily tapped 
that they have almost run 
dry, or are so salinated so to 
be unusable. 


meat of water resources, . 
development and use. v. 

Countless studies agree 
that die River Jordan is 
utilised to the limit by 
Syria, Israel and Jordan, 
with Jordan receiving Us 
share via the East Ghor 
Canal which channels water 
from the River Yannuk — 
a major tributary. Since its 
victory in 1967, only Israel 
takes water from the Upper 
Jordan and the Sea of 
Galilee (via the National 
Water Carrier) and, of cru- 
cial significance, it con- 
sumes five times more wa- 
tor per capita than its neigh- 
bours. 

Hans to build a dam to 
store water flows on the 
Yannuk have stalled for 
political reasons. Jordan 
hoped to use most of this 
water for irrigation, while 
Syria was to receive 25 per 
cent, as well as hydro- 
electric power to alleviate 
its electricity shortage. 
Palestinians on the West 
Bank could benefit from 
the project via the proposed 
West Ghor Canal. Howev- 
er, there are worries about 
the amounts of water that 
Syria is already taking from 
the Yannuk, w n pl m M ii in || 
the importance of a region- 
al agreement involving all 
riparian states. It appears 
that its peace delegation has 
recognised this, storing that 
“water issues along the en- 
tire border must be dealt 
with in their totality, includ- 
ing the possibility of cross- 
border water transfers.” 


water r equired by.eaf^i per- 
son for human survival, the 
ko-caOed Minimu m Water 
Requirement (MWR), 
Israel might just be able to 
get by on its own resources 
m the year 2020. But by. 
then Jordan would need to 
import sane 150 nriDhm 
cubic metres of water a year 
— 12 per emit of its con- 
sumption; whilst more than 
half of all die water re- 
quired by the Palestinians 
would have to be imp orted. 


.. IPGR’s 1,100 mem." 

Hus does not change the 
bottom line, it merely 
brings it nearer. Well be- 
fore the end of the decade, 
the Palestinians of the occu- 
pied territories will either 
have to start importing war 
ter or see co nsumpti on fall 
below the MWR. Indeed, 
tins is the choice that con- 
fronts the Gaza Strip today. 
Jordan wiD probably reach 
tins crossroads in the first 
decade of the next century 


“If there’s no agreement on water, 
there’ll be no peace settlement. We are 
now living in a water crisis. It’s not yet 
a catastrophe, but by the year 2010 
we’ll end up having nothing.” 


Towards catastrophe 


Last year, IPGRI, the 
Jerusalem-based Israel- 
Pakstine Centre for Re-' 


“Since its victory In 1967, only Israel 
takes water from the Upper Jordan 
and the Sea of Galilee (via die National 
Water Carrier) and, of crucial signifi- 
cance, it consumes five times more 
water per capita than its neighbours.” 


It was against tins back- 
ground that Jordanians and 
Israelis sat down to negoti- 
ate. The July 19 talks, held 
just six days before His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
talks with Israeli Prime 
Munster Yitzhak Rabin in 
Washington, stressed the 
need to minimise wastage 
of water resources; to mate 
more water available for 
use; to agree to share, 
where appropriate, the 
available data 'on common 
water resources; and to re- 
view potential for enhance- 


search and Information, 
asked a group of Israeli and 
Palestinian water scientists 
to work together on a prop- 
osal for the development of 
a “Regional Water Master 
Plan”. Whilst stressing that 
they do not repre s e nt the 
official positions of the 
sides to the dispute, their 
report conveys a consensus 
view of the region’s water 
requirements. They suggest 
that if Israel, Ionian and 
tiie Palestinians were each 
to adopt as a goal no more 
than the barest minimum of 


The IPGRI team assume 
that tiie MWR fa survival 
is 100 cubic metres of water 
per person per year for 
combined domestic and in- 
dustrial use, together a 
further 25 caa/pty for grow- 
ing fresh food for local con- 
sumption. (Recycling all 
urban waste water from this 
125 cm/ply level will gener- 
ate a flutter 65 cm/p/y for 
non-potable purposes). By 
comparison with tins 125 
cm/pty, the theoretical max- 
imum avaflabOity of water 
for the mpou’s inhabitants 
in 1992 (derived from their 
own resources) was esti- 
mated at 300 cubic metres 
for Israelis, 315 for Jorda- 
nians and 150 for Palesti- 
nians. 

The outlook for 2020 is 
therefore Weak. If it wants 
to rely on its own water 
resources, an Israel return- 
ing to its 1967 borders will 
have to cut consumption by 
half. But hanging on to the 
occupied territories only 
makes matters worse, since 
it is the territories that 
would be the first to face a 
water deficit The Palesti- 
nians can only count on 
prodocmg some 60 cubic 
metres of water per person 
in 2000 — .barely half the 
iiiiiiiiim in dunking require- 
ment. As for Jordan, its 
2020 prospect is for per 
capita production of just 
110 cubic metres. 
a - If anything, such fig ur es - 


while Israel win face the 
same problem soon after 
2020. All this assumes a 
drastic change of lifestyle. 
Yet there is no indication 
that any of the riparian 
states arc seriously planning 
to cut bade consumption on 
anything Eke the scale re- 
quired. Dr. Salameh, writ- 
ing before the current peace 
| goc e8 s^ got nra fer wa^ . 

Ion: “If there’s no agree- 
ment on water, there’ll be 
no peace settlement. We 
are now living in a water 
crisis. If s not yet a catas- 
trophe, but by the year 2010 
well cud up having no- 
thing.” 

One inescapable conclu- 
sion is that Palestinians, 
Israelis and Jordanians vrin 
all have to cease using fresh 
water for agriculture. In- 
deed, many minimum re- 
quirement calculations ex- 
clude any allocation for 
agriculture whatsoever. Yet 
asking fanners to dumy. 
fanning patterns, or to stop 
growing crops altogether, 
will not be easy. 


use by Syria in tiie Eup- .. 
hrates Dam. Syria would 
then release extra water 
from the Yarmuk for use by 
Jordanians, Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

This plan depends heavi- 
ly on Syria’s cooperation. 
Once Main, it demonstrates 
tiie difficulty of Israel and 
Jordan a tt em pting to go it 
alone, ft mast be stressed tint 
many Palestinians are high- 
ly suspicious of such plans. 
This writer, recently ex- 
amining water resources on 
the West Bank, found 
Palestinian hydrologists — 
cut off from information 
and constantly harassed by 
the Israeli military — insis- 
tent on the need to establish 
control over their own wa- 
ter before they looked at 
any sharing of such a vital 
resource. 

At present, sheer cost 
rules out the use of water 
desalination for agriculture, 
making it unlikely that 
proposed multinational sea- 
water desalination plants at 


might be extended to waste 
water treatment More effi- 
cient household appliance 
would cut domestic waste. 
Better plumbing could sav^p 

up to 50 per cent of house-r 

hold water in some West 
Bank and Jordanian towns. 

Israel is at tiie forefront 
of advanced irrigation tech- 
mques and once trade har- 
riers come down following 
peace agreements, the en- 
tire region should share in- 
formation on such techni- 
ques, the lining of canals 
and ditches, the develop- 
ment of dryland fanning 
and a switch to salt-tolerant 
crops. Small differences in 
irrigation efficiency levels 
can involve huge quamties 
of water. However, it may 
well be that farmers find 
that it costs so much to 
bring the water to the crops 
that ground water irrigation 
may in fact no longer be 
feasible. . 
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Aqaba and EOat will be 
built the near future. At the 


built the near future. At the 
regional water talks in 
Oman in April, there was 
agreement that ways of cut- 
ting desalination costs 
should be pursued. A 
cheaper alternative might 
be the desalination of 
brackish water by reverse 
osmosis. Otter strategies 
include extending the re- 
cycling of urban waste wa- 
ter for crop growing and 
improved pollution con- 
trols. Better water treat- 
ment processes should pre- 
vent further contamination 

while solar energy use 


There are daunting prob- 
lems regarding .the peace 
process. The viability of any 
bilateral water-sharing 
agreement must certainly 
be questioned. With a 
growing population and a 
shrinking water supply, the 
time for looking and mak- 
ing claims and counter 
claims is over. For the arid 
countries of the Middle 
East, this is the eleventh 
hour. 


Ann MOncs Roberts writes g 
on Middle East water and 
was recently in the West 
Bank and Jordan. Tbeartkk 
is reprinted from Middle 

East International 


Syrian move seen as positive 


Importation and 
desalination? 


may be . optimistic. They 
may well both underesti- 


may well both underesti- 
mate Palestinian population 
growth and overestimate 
Jordanian water availabil- 
ity. A Palestinian popula- 
tion of some 6-7 million 
looks more likely for the 
year 2020, while Elias 
Salameh, a Jordanian hyd- 
rologist, puts Jordan's total 
resources at 896 million 
-cubic metres, against 


Turkey’s solution to all 
this is its $20bn project to 
transport water to both tile 

Jordan Valley and the Gulf, 

and subsequent variants on 
the original 1986 “Peace 
Pipeline” proposaL But no 
real progress has yet been 
made on such schemes. 
IPCRI has a anurier sugges- 
tion: water exchange. This 

involves the Jordanians, 
Palestinians and possibly 
tiie Israelis joining together 
to purchase water from 
Turkey (say 300 mem per 
year) which would be 
allowed to flow naturally 
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spea ^g on standing strategic harmony in 
*” tim m'*** order tS serve the two coun- 
was ^ Sy ^ a tries political, economic and 

edt0 ? p P° ,nt security interests,” Mr. 
rndTS?* l ° Amman Kabariti said. 

feappomt- He added that “this con- 

X S- ambas- tinuous harmony reflects, die 

tria ‘ k , congruence of the Jordanian 

ayna nas not had an and Syrian noints of view in 

tte - si " ce re S ard ^safeguarding 

more f d ^ dhwn,,ss,on strategic interests.” 
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King reaffirms stand 


(Coottned from page 1) 
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dan's honourable 
dgting the Gulf 
1990 , saying that “future gen- 
erations wuj remember that it 
was a position of honour and 
manhood." 

- He noted that Jordan did 
not allow any party to the 
Golf crisis to use its land or 
airspace to cany out attacks 
against another. 

The King said Jordan had 
given and sacrificed more 
than any other country and 
therefore it had every right to 
“live, prosper and set an 
ideal example for others.*’ 

“ What _ Jordan has 
achieved with very limited 
resources, of compared to 
what others have achieved, 
gives us the confidence that 
we are going to achieve more 
in the future,” the King said. 

The King said Jordan re- 
fuses to sign a peace accord 
and then negotiate. 

“We first negotiate and 
then sign,” the King said, 
adding that the negotiation 
process involves top level 
meetings to discuss every- 


said that Jordan was 
the only country that raised 
the issue of the 1948 Palesti- 
nian refugees, and the need 
either to repatriate them or 
compensate them in accord- 
ance with international legi- 
timacy. 

The King called on the 
Palestinians to unify their 
ranks and said Jordan would 
continue to support them, 
__ until they are in a position to 

ibly a growing rojf j °P t between remaining as 


members of the united Jorda- 
nian family or select other- 
wise. 

King Hussein said Palesti- 
nians living in Jordan are 
welcome to stay and wished 
Chose “who choose another 
way” good lode. 

Jordan was obliged to dis- 
cuss the issue of Jerusalem 
rather than delay it till a later 
stage as stipulated by the 
Israeli-Palestmian agreement 
“because our holy places are 


dear to us and what hap- 
pened is a recognition of a 
only ” said King Hus- 
sein, referring to the 
Washington Declaration pre- 
serving Jordan’s sovereignty 
over Islamic sites in the Holy 
City. 

“This reality started since 
the martyrdom of Hussein I 
and continued through saving 
Jerusalem in 1948, and the 
continuation of our duty to- 
wards Islamic holy places and 
our family and brethren,” he 
added. 

He said once peace was 
achieved Jordan would be 
able to rebuild and develop 
using its utmost, mainly in 
terms of modernising the 
Armed Forces. 

Jordan, he reiterated, does 
not fear peace an A can deal 
with it and achieve a lot of 
aspirations with it. 

Earlier Monday, King 
Hussein, the Supreme Com- 
mander of the Armed Forces, 
attended the graduation cere- 
mony of the fourth air force 
command and war college 
course. 

King Hussein was received 
at the celebration site by 
Chairman of the Joint Chics 
of Staff General Abdul Hafez 
Mirai, the chief of staff of the 
Royal Air Force and (he 
commander of the college. 

The commander defivered 
an address in winch he landed 
King Hussein’s leadership 
and highlighted the good 
reputation of the college. He 
said officers from Yemen, 
Pakistan and Malaysia had 
participated in the course. 

At the end of the cere- 
mony, King Hussein distri- 
buted diplomas to the gra- 
duating officers and awards 
to excelling ones. 

The ceremony was 
attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faisal Ben 
AI Hussein and Prince Ham- 
zeh Ben Al Hussein, Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jaH, Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Taher Al Masri and senior 
army officers. 


Jordan, Israel resume talks 


(Continued from page 1 ) 
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rate benefit Jordan would 
have gained from taking the 
shorter route to Europe over 
Israel. 

One source said that the 
teams were still negotiating 
the “altitude problem” 
although the two sides 
appeared set to agree on at 
least one route for their 
flights. 

“There is a possibility that 
agreement would be reached 
by tile end of this week,” the 
source said. 

In the economic commit- 
tee,- the two sides agreed on 


an additional list for export to 
the West Bank with an export 
value of $30 million. “This 
would be over and above oar 
agreed list of exports from 
Jordan which the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel agreed in 
their Cairo agreement, 1 ” a 
negotiator said. 

Although the Israeli ride 
had originally protested that 
it could not negotiate an 
additional list with the Jorda- 
nian ride to the one reached 
between Israel and the PLO, 
the two sides agreed to allow 
Jordan to export to “the 
areas ontside the self-rule 
areas of Gaza and Jericho” at 
a value of $30 million til] the 
end of this year. 

Jordanian sources said 
these goods would be “sub- 
ject to Israeli taxes.” 


les 
his is 


She* ***Sf^' 

Wc East 

nd Jordan. * jfi# 
inted 6* ^ 

ternaooosl- 



straie? ,h?'^“- 

SS?: 

said- -(iiis ” 
ded 

xss&f. 

■ 

icd al ) pre fl 
1 which v,. 

• GuH ^ !■ 

am* 1 





to 


ire 

ring 
iing t0 

SK-3® 


PLO launches 

(Continued from page I) 

By nightfall, just six bad 
been freed, Hamas sources 
said. Palestinian sources said 
the homes of three suspects 
from Izzedine Al Qassam, 
the armed underground wing 
of Hamas, were raided but 
they were out. 

The Palestinian justice 
minister, Freih Abu Medein, 
announced that the govern- 
ment- would inaugurate 
weapons’ licences and con- 
fiscate unregistered guns. 

Several of those held were 
among the 415 Palestinians 
expelled from the occupied 
territories in December 1992 
and dumped in the mountains 
of southern Lebanon, spark- 
ing an international outcry. 
Otters were only recently re- 
leased from Israeli jails under 
the May 4 autonomy accord. 

Palestinian police refused 
to give details of the opera- 
tion but they were aided by 
members of the Palestinian 
security services many of 
whom are former members of 
the Fatah Hawks which 
worked with Hamas during 
the Israeli occupation. 

Dr. Mahmoud Zahar, the 
Hamas spokesman in Gaza, 
said Ire was interrogated by 
senior Palestinian security 
officers who appeared to be 
trying to intimidate the 
group. 

. “we cannot accept the 
idea of seeing the Palestinian 
National Authority become a 
stick for tiie Israeli author- 
ities,” Dr. Zahar said in a 
telephone interview. Other 
ygienljbeTs said they were 
weed to sign a pledge to 
uphold Palestinian security 
before bring released. 

Also Monday, a roadside 
bomb exploded just south of 
the West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem, an area still under 
' Israeli occupation, wounding 
three Israeli soldiers. Para- 
military. police discovered 
and dismantled two other de- 
vices, an army statement 


crackdown 

said. 

1 The Erez talks are aimed at 
expanding Palestinian control 
over health, education, taxa- 
tion and tourism beyond the 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Dr. Shaath chided Mr. 
Rabin for threatening to slow 
the peace process, saying: “I 
don’t think the question real- 
ly is reprisal and counter- 
reprisal. Everyone most per- 
form his responsibility.... we 
are taking this very serious- 
ly.” 

The talks, with the Israeli 
side headed by Major Gener- 
al Danny Rothschild, were 
taking place about 25 
kilometres north of the attack 
site. 

Security was noticeably 
beefed up on roads around 
the Kissufim crossing, which 
leads to the Gush Katif settle- 
ments where some 4,000 Jews 
live. 

Israeli soldiers patrolled on 
foot, and numerous joint 
Israeli-Palestinian police con- 
voys moved along mail? 
roads. 

An Israeli military source 
cautioned, however, that 
reinforcing troops was at best 
a partial solution because it 
was difficult to counter drive- 
by attacks. 

The source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
added that Israel no longer 
had the intelligence appar- 
atus and undercover units in 
place in the Gaza Strip to 
head off extremist attacks. 

Hamas has been challeng- 
ing the PLO to represent the 
world's six million Palesti- 
nians. It has engaged in a 
bloody conflict with PLO fol- 
lowers in the occupied terri- 
tories in recent years. 

Hamas vehemently 
opposed tbe autonomy 
accord signed by Israel ana 
the PLO. But the group had 
repeatedly pledged not to 
confront Mr. Arafat’s lead- 
ership and limit its attacks 
against Israeli targets. 



Young Israelis are 
RWA photo) 


to admit that the Zionist dream was realised at the expense of Palestinians whom Israel m dieted great suffering and injustice (UN- 


Israel’s ‘new historians’ 

Zionist myths among first casualties of 


By Jeffrey Bartbolet 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— The birth of the Jewish 
state was pure and simple — 
so says the standard Israeli 
narrative. In 1948 the newly 
declared state was attacked 
by five Arab armies bent on 
its destruction. By a miracle, 
and because of Israel's moral 
fortitude, . it won. Roughly 
700,000 Arabs of Palestine 
became refugees, but that 
was largely because Arab 
leaders, expecting quick vic- 
tory, broadcast appeals for 
them to leave their homes. 
Israel desperately wanted 
peace, but the Arabs were 
intransigent. 

Things aren’t so dear any - 
more. The prospect of 
Mideast peace is changing 
not only the way Israelis im- 
agine their future but also the 
way they see their past. 
“What has been passed down 
to generations of Israelis is 
half-truths and lies,” says 


Israeli historian Benny 
Morris. 

Mr. Morris is one of a 
vanguard of Israeli scholars 
called the “new historians.” 
Applauded by some, loathed 
by others, the newcomers are 
using previously classified 
documents to sketch a much 
more critical picture of Zion- 
ism and Israel's early history. 
As detailed in a book .and 
artides by Mr. Morris, for 
example, the story of 1948 
now goes like this. The Jews 
had many more men under 
arms than die Arabs, ami 
their advantage in education 
and training made up for an 
occasional inferiority in 
weaponry. There is no evi- 
dence of Arab radio appeals 
to flee, but hundreds of 
thousands of terrified Palesti- 
nians ran or, were forcibly 
expelled from their towns 
and villages by Jewish fight- 
ers. Hundreds erf Arab civi- 
lians were slaughtered, and 
Israeli leaders refused to 


make concessions that might 
have made peace possible af- 
ter tbe war. 

By arguing that Israel was 
created at the expense of the 
Palestinians — and that Zion- 
ism was not an entirely noble 
enterprise — the new histo- 
rians have hit some raw 
nerves. While some Israeli 
commentators dismiss the 
new historians as marginal, 
others worry that their views 
are undermining the coun- 
try’s sense of legitimacy. “If. 
the rising tide of self-doubts 
fails to subside... we shall 
lack the strength to resist 
dangers to our very exist- 
ence,” argues Israeli novelist 
Aharon Megged. 

The new historians retort 
that Israel may have needed 
its myths in the past, but is' 
now strong enough to face 
facts. “The old historians 
participated in tbe 1948 war 
' — that was the golden mo- 
ment of their lives,” says Mr. 
Morris. “So they couldn't 


write bad things about it.” 
The younger generation had 
its own defining moments: 
the nearly disastrous 1973 
war, die 1979 peace agree- 
ment with Egypt, the ruinous 
1982 invasion of Lebanon, 
the uprising in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza and, 
most recently, the huge 
strides in peacemaking with 
the Palestinians and Jordan. 

The debate has intensified 
in recent months. Older 
historians accuse the 
“youngsters” of exaggerating 
some events while ignoring 
others. The insurgents accuse 
their more established col- 
leagues of trying to hide 
Zionism’s dirty laundry. In 
his 1987 book on the Palesti- 
nian refugee problem, Mr. 
Morris details the killing in 
1948 of some 250 Arab civi- 
lians in Lid in response to 
sniping and tbe forced expul- 
sion of tens of thousands of 
residents from both Lid and 
Ramla. Netanel Lorch, who 


authored a history of the war. 
didn't write about Lid be- 
cause, he says, he didn't have 
the documents. “It’s not like 
h was a secret,” fames Mr. 
Morris. 

Lorch bridles over his col- 
league’s focus on Israeli in- 
iquity. “We won the war,” he 
says, “and we don’t have to 
feel guilty for that.” 

The rewriting of Israeli his- 
tory is not limited to 1948. 
Some historians have 
broached the ultra -sensitive 
topic of “the Zionisation of 
the Holocaust,” and are 
questioning the role that 
Zionist leaders played during 
the Nazi period. They claim 
that Jewish leaders in Pales- 
tine didn’t do enough to save 
the Jews in Europe, and 
attack poh' deans for manipu- 
lating the memory of the 
Holocaust to justify their own 
policies. (Former Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
claimed that the invasion of 
Lebanon was necessary be- 


peace 

cause the alternative would 
be “Treblinka” — the Nazi 
death camp ). 

The controversy is about 
the future as much as the 
past. The peace agreements 
with the Palestinians are 
“causing changes in the self- 
perception of Israelis,” says 
Anita Shapira, a prominent 
chronicler of Zionism. “It 
probably leads to some kind 
of identity crisis, and we’re 
just at the beginning of this 
process." But will the ’’new 
history” ever eclipse the old? 
Already, some of Mr. Mor- 
ris’s findings on the Palesti- 
nian refugee problem are in- 
cluded in Israeli school tex- 
tbooks. “In time, people get 
used to new ideas, and gra- 
dually the new ideas take 
over," says Mr. Morris. “The 
spirit of the times and the 
spirit of the new historiogra- 
phy are on the same track.” 
Myths are one of the first 
casualties of peace. 

Newsweek 


Russia keeps 
its treasures 
locked away 


By Janet Gnttsman 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — The drab, 
white facade of the square 
block next to a Moscow 
railway line gives no hint of 
what’s inside — a 300,000 
rose of diamonds and plati- 
num, a 47 kg golden globe 
and tens of thousands of 
gold teeth. 

"I cannot tell you what it 
is all worth,” said guide 
Inna Goncharova. ‘These 
are the state reserves and it 
is up to tbe president to tell 
yon that — if he wants to do 
so.” 

Tbe unmarked building, 
surrounded by sturdy metal 
railing? and gaurded day 
and night, booses Russia’s 
precious metals committee, 
where bureaucrats draw np 
plans for export and pro- 
duction and collect gold and 
saver offered for sale at 
home. 

The long-secret organisa- 
tion recently opened its 
doors a crack to a handful 
of journalists, allowing ac- 
cess to a tiny museum of 
ingots, gems, icons and 
jewels. 

Workers responsible for 
sorting and restoring the 
treasures kept behind heavy 
steel doors talked cautious- 
ly to reporters from Russia 
mid a few other countries. 
But officiate kept the vaults 

ly locked. 

“Soon we hope to allow 
access to the reserves,” 
committee Chairman 
Yevgency Bychkov told a 
news c o nf erence after the 
tour. 

Gold has been the shin- 
exception to the gener- 
dfismal picture of Rus- 
sian industrial output. Offi- 
cials expect gold production 
to be little changed at 


around 150 tonnes this 
year. 

Elsewhere in an economy 
struggling to adapt to a 
capitalist way (rf fife, output 
has been falling sharply. 

Industrial production fell 
25.8 per cent in the first six 
months of this year. This is 
marginally better than tbe 
average fill of 27.6 per cent 
for the Commonwealth erf 
Independent States, the 
loose grouping formed 
when the Soviet Union fell 
apart 

Russia has state and 
eminent reserves of 
320 formes gold, down from 
2,049 tonnes in 1953, before 
the Soviet Union started 
setting it to pay its bilk. 

Russia is also a big pro- 
ducer of diamonds and pla- 
tinum, both of which bring 
in valuable export revenue. 

Bat production figures 
and the size of tbe platinum 
and diamond reserves are 
closely guarded secrets — a 
legacy of the reticence of 
Soviet days and an effort to 
avoid disrupting sensitive 
world markets. 

The committee’s Moscow 
headquarters is d&vided into 
two sections, an administra- 
tive block and a secure 
building where gems are 
sorted, gold weighed and 
silver assessed to see if it 
should be saved, sold or 
melted down - for scrap. 

A single armed security 
man watches tbe entrance 
to tbe secure half of the 
building where electronic 
ites limit access to each 


Workers leave gold rings 
at home or in battered 
strong boxes outside the 
lifts, insurance against tbe 
temptation to dip away 
with a particularly attrac- 
tive ring. 


French policy on Algeria 
could creat more ch aos 


By John Ridding 

IN A disused army barracks 
in tbe village of Folembray, 
north-east of Paris, 17 Mus- 
lim fundamentalists are being 
detained by the French gov- 
ernment. The targets of 
French crackdown on Alge- 
rian militants following the 
deaths (rf five French citizens 
in Algiers last week, the sus- 
pected militants have been 
served with expulsion orders. 

Mr. Charles Pasqua, 
France's hardline interior 
minister, says tbe 17 are free 
to leave as soon as they find a 
host country willing to take 
them. But so far, there have 
been no offers and French 
government officials said 
they had not 
sought to identify c ou ntries 
which would grant them poli- 
tical asylum. 

If the inmates of Fblem- 
brajr find themselves trapped, 
their detention also symbol- 
ises the snare in which French 
policy towards Algeria is 
tangled 1 France’s unyielding 
stance towards Algerian fun- 
damentalists, and its reluct- 
ance to deal with moderate 
Muslims in its former colony, 
reveals a policy rift with its 
western partners. 

More worrying, the latest 
crackdown has raised threats 
of reprisals from Algerian 
radicals, which some fear 
could drag France into the 
bitter and bloody conflict be- 
tween the military-led regime 
in Algiers and its Muslim 
fundamentlist opponents. 
Tbe conflict has claimed the 
lives of ax least 4,000 Alge- 
rians and 56 foreigners over 
tbe past two years. 

Tbe possibility that France 
may be drawn ever closer to 
the crisis was dearly demons- 
trated at tbe weekend in a 
message from the Islamic 
Salvation Army (AIS), a 


militan t grouping which is 
linked to tbe Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS). The FIS was 
poised to win general elec- 
tions in 1992, before they 
were cancelled by tbe Alge- 
rian government. The front is 
now outlawed. 

The AIS is demanding tbe 
immediate release of tbe 17 
detainees. “The arrest and 
detention of these brothers 
means that France has de- 
clared war on the FIS and on 
Algerian Muslims,” the state- 
ment said. “France should 
renounce this policy of bel- 
ligerence or it will assume 
respsonsibility for what will 
happen.” 

The warning is the first 
issued to France by Algerian 
radicate, and the French gov- 
ernment is taking it seriously. 
“There will be no neglect of 
the threat,” said the interior 
ministry, which responded at 
the weekend with a tighten- 
ing of security measures at 
railway stations, airports and 
embassies and with high- 
profile police operations to 
check the identity papers of 
motorists. 

The response reflects the 
risks involved. France is an- 
xious to avoid an eruption of 
violence among its Algerian 
community, which has so far 
remained aloof from the con- 
flict in the former French 
colony. An estimated one 
million Algerians live legally 
in France, with the number 
pushed higher by illegal im- 
migrants. 

One academic Algerian ex- 
pert believes it is “certainly 
possible” that fundamentalist 
guerrilla networks exist and 
could mount attacks within 
France. 

But France’s tough reac- 
tion to last week's attack in 
Algiers also reflects its broad- 
er, relatively uncompromis- 
ing policy over the Algerian 


crisis. Such a stance ha; 
drawn criticism from oppo- 
nents of France’s centre-righ: 
government. The Socialisi 
Party has urged dialogue with 
Muslim moderates in Alger- 
ia, and has criticised Mr. 
Pasqua’s high-handed 
approach. So far, however, 
the government's stance 
appears to have public back- 
ing, although some newspap- 
ers, such as Le Monde, argue 
economic aid to Algeria 
should increasingly be linked 
to political reforms. 

France’s strategy has high- 
lighted differences with its 
western partners, who are 
more willing to develop con- 
tacts with Muslim moderates. 
One senior U.S. State De- 
partment official said last 
week’s killings “only rein- 
force the concern we have 
that the Algerian government 
should broaden its political 
dialogue” to opposition 
group that reject violence. By 
contrast, Mr. Pasqua stated 
that tbe only choice is be- 
tween the existing. If flawed, 
regime and a radical Islamic 
government. He dismisses as 
“rubbish” the idea of a mod- 
erate Islamic government 
taking power in Algeria. 

The rift has become clearer 
since the attack on the 
French embassy building in 
Algiers. Mr. Pasqua accused 
the U.K., the U.S. and Ger- 
many of being too lenient 
iowards Muslim fun- 
damentalists on their soil, a 
charge rejected by France's 
partners. One French foreign 
ministry official argued that 
the U.S. is “still trauama- 
tised” by its experience in 
Iran and is keen to cultivate 
ties with moderate Islamic 
leaders. 

For France, the prospect of 
a radical Islamic government 
in Algiers b of acute concern. 
In addition to fears shared by 


other nations of a domino 
effect across the Maghreb, 
France is anxious to avoid an 
influx of thousands of immie- 
rants from its forme: wvumy 
should a radical government 
come to power. 

With unemployment at 
12.7 per cent and with anti- 
immigration parties such as 
the Front National winning 
about 10 per cent of the vote 
in most regional and national 
elections, a big influx of re- 
fugees from Algeria could 
exacerbate social tensions in 
France. "It must be a great 
concern," saw one western 
diplomat in Paris, “particu- 
larly if one considers the 
localised effects in areas such 
as Marseilles, where there b 
already a large Algerian and 
North African community.” 

France's gamble b that, by 
providing qualified political 
support for the existing reg- 
ime in Algeria and supplying 
finance to ease its economic 
plight, thb possibility can be 
avoided. Earlier thb year, 
France agreed to the resche- 
duling of $5 billion of tbe 
country S26 billion foreign 
debt to the Paris Cub credi- 
tor nations. 

The stakes of the gamble, 
however, are rising ever high- 
er. An upsurge in violence in 
Algeria since the lull thb 
spring supports the admission 
of Mr. Alain Juppe, French 
foreign minister, that "the 
status quo is no longer ten- 
able.” 

In terms of French policy, 
last week’s attack has made 
the status quo still harder to 
maintain . But by treating 
the Algerian crisis as a secur- 
ity issue, as demonstrated by 
ih<? latest clampdown, the 
French government risks 
creating the instability at 
home that it is so anxious to 
avoid. 

77ie Financial Times 
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Syria keeps self-sufficiency 
despite poor wheat harvest 


Russia unveils moves to kick-start economy 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s 
1994 wheat harvest declined 
by almost one third a gains t 
last year's 3.6 million tonnes 


Syria harvested 1.S million 
tonnes of barley in 1993. 

The officials attributed the 
slump to a heat wave that hit 


but officials said it was still .crops earlier than expected. 


beyond the country's self-suf- 


They sakf the 1994 wheat 
harvest totalled 2.6 million 
tonnes, 400,000 tonnes more 
than Syria's annual needs of 
2L2 millio n. 

There was also a sharp 
decline in barley yields — 
more than SO per cent less 
than the 13 million tonnes' 
target <rt h\ ihr pnrromcni. 
they said. 


But despite adverse weath- 
er conditions, they said 1994 
output hiked Syria's wheat 
stockpile to more than four 
million tonnes. 

But the government had no 
plans to export any of the 
crop, they added. 

They said only 700,000 ton- 
nes of the 1.8 million stock- 
pie of barley were ear- 
marked for export. 

Syria halted wheat exports 


in 1992 when yields topped 
consumption to reach 2.8 mil- 
lion tonnes. Its 1991 harvest 
stood at 2.1 million tonnes. 

The officials said Syria was 
finding it difficult to provide 
proper storage facilities fru- 
its crops. Of its stockpile of 

6.5 milli on tonnes, the coun- 
try only has the capacity 'for 

1.6 minion. 

A government newspaper 
said most of cereals were 
being stored in the open air. 

Syria is planning new silos 
to boost storage capacity to 
1.93 million tonnes. 

Syria's cereal exports in the 


first half of 1994 were worth 
13 trillion pounds ($357 mil- 
lion). 

Syria to expand 
corn production 


Syria is punning to increase 
corn production by more 
♦fowi 25 per cent next year to 
380,000 tonnes to meet a 
s urge in local demand. 

Hassan AHo, general man- 
ager of the state-owned Fod- 
er Company told Reuters the 
production target, if met, 
would annual com im- 
ports from 200,000 to 150,000 
tonnes. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
J announced measures Mon- 
clay to kick-start the economy 
with trillions of roubles in 
credits to help restructure in- 
dustry and agriculture. 

Under a decree signed last 
week by President Boris 
Yeltsin, Russian enterprises 
will be able to compete for 
4.2 trillion roubles ($2 bil- 
lion) in state credits, either 
for investment projects or to 
help them convert to other 
activities. 

They have to be viable 
commercial projects which 
will give a return on the 
money,” Deputy Economics 
Minister Vladimir Kosov told 
a news conference. 

The enterprises themselves 


would have to provider third 
of the money tor conversion 
projects and half for invest- 
ment. 

“We are trying to give state 
credits only after an enter- 
prise invests its own money,” 
Mr. Kosov said. 


He said that, including cre- 
dits already granted in die 


first quarter, the total sums 
available for the year would 
be 1.4 trillion ($700 million) 
for conversion projects and 
2.8 trillion ($1.4 billion) for 
investment projects. 


In the second half of this 
:ar, 1.5 trillion roubles 


($750 million) would be ear- 
marked for agnHDdustrialin- 
vestment. 


Egypt’s 
SUMEDoil 
pipeline 
pumps record 
volume 


Analysts foresee possible trouble for Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Despite 
clear signs of recovery in the 
battered Turkish economy. 


Turkish economy, 
ay dilution of me 


CAIRO (R) — The Egypt- 
based SUMED oil pipehne 
pumped a ( record 41.15 mil- 
(foa tonnes of crude oil in the 
first half of tills year and 
expects further sharp in- 
creases in volume, a senior 
company official said Sunday 

Oil movement manager 
Mohammad Fawzi said the 
pipeline, a major conduit for 
European-bound oil from the 
Guff, expected the flow of oil 
to jump to 47 million tonnes 
m me second half of the year. 

He said the previous high- 
est volume of oO transported 
was exactly 40 millio n tonnes 
in tire first six months of 
1993, or 1.6 million bands 
per day. 

“Normally we have lower 
throughout in the first half, 
and in the second half we 
achieve more,” Mr. Fawzi 
said. “We hope about 47 
milliou (in die second half)... 
orders are not firm, yet, but 
weplan about that level.” 

. Tne rise in volume follows 
expansion work earlier this 
yen'- on the SUMED line, 
which transports mostly Gulf 
crude oil from the Red Sea 
terminal of Ain Sukhna to 
Sidi Krcir on the Mediterra- 
nean coast. 


analysts say dilution of the 
government's austerity plan 
and the lack of follow- 
through may plunge the 
country into a deeper crisis. 

Even treasury officials fear 
the recovery could be tem- 
porary unless concrete mea- 
sures are taken to improve 
the flagging privatisation 
drive and poor tax collection. 

Other economists caution 
that unexpectedly high farm 
price supports, unveiled by 
the government in a bid for 
rural support, could doom 
the hard-won gains of the 
past few months. 

"Stabilisation packages 
normally produce positive re- 
sults in the sbort-tenn. The 


is how to sustain this 
improvement,” a senior state 
economist said.'' The World 
Bank's structural adjustment 
and sectorial adjustment 
loans are not being released 
as we have taken no concrete 
step for a permanent solu- 
tion.” 

In recent months, the Hra 
has stabilised, the rate of 
inflation has slowed, and the 
trade and current account defi- 
cits have narrowed first 
results of a tough austerity 
programme. 

Bnt analysts see signs of 
posable trouble ahead. 

Prime Minister Tansu Gi- 
levs coalition government, 
launched an IMF-backed au- 


sterity plan on April 5, calling 
for tighter spending, a freeze 
on wages and investments in 


accelerated self-offs, higher 
prices and one-off taxes. 

It failed, however, to push 
a streamlined sell-off law 
through parliament. As a re- 
sult, the government has lo- 
wered its 1994 privatisation 
target to $13 billion from 
$23 billion. 

“The government hoped to 
use more than half of die 
self-off revenue to finance 
the budget gap. Now it is 
certain that the $23 bflhon 
target will not be reached,” & 
senior official said. 

“We may borrow inside at 
a cost raising interest rates or 
print money at a cost of 
monetising deficits to fiD the 
gap. Or we can borrow 
abroad which seems hard to 
do,” he said. 

to another possible blow to 


the recovery, the government 
backtracked on its pledged to 
the IMF that farm price sup- 
ports would be narrowed to 
cover only cereals, sugar- 
beets and tobacco. 

Actual support also co- 
vered sunflowers, hazelnuts, 
cotton, lentils and raisins — 
seen by political analysts as a 
sign of an early election next 
year. 

The government is plan- 
ning to introduce special con- 
sumption taxes to increase 
revenues. But so far there has 
been no sign of foe key more 
— taxation of the under- 
ground economy. 

Official scenarios based on 
the assumption the govern- 
ment will stick by its tongh 
programme suggest a moder- 
ate improvement by the end 


of the year. 

State economists forecast 
the economy, which grew in 
1993 by 7.3 per cent, will 
shrink by one per cent, lower 
than earlier forecasts of up to 
four per cent. Real consump- 
tion growth of 10 per cent in 
1993 may turn to a contrac- 
tion of some seven per cent. 

That means the Turks, 
whose wages are to be cut by 
15 per cent in real terms 
nnder the austerity plan, will 
spend less. 


Official projections 
obtained by Renters show 
year-on-year wholesale price 
inflation, which eased to 129 
per cent last month from an 
all-time high of 139 per cent 
in May, would stand at 110 
per cent at the rod of 1994. 


German central bank appeals for wage restraint 


Mr. Fawzi said die fine, 
made up of two parallel 
pipes, now had a capacity to 
cany 117 million tonnes a 
year, bat said the actual 
volume of oil carried would 
depend on market demand. 

Expansion has been com- 


pleted but we are 
50 per cent of the expansion 
capacity,” he said. “In each 
jnpeline we added two 
pumps... we are uang one 
additional pump in each pipe- 
fine.” 

’ “We aim to start utilising 
die jancMed capacity gradual- 
ly/' he added. SUMED 
Chairman Ali Nash said in 
February it might tains years 
for the pipeline to transport 
its frill capacity. 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
The Bundesbank has called 
for wage restraint in coming 
years warning that big wage 
rises could revive inflation 
and impede efforts to reduce 
unemployment. 

In its monthly report for 
August, the German central 
bank said soaring wage costs 
in 1991 and 1992 were one of 
i die main reasons along with 
die slowdown in external do- 
| mand for the recession into 
which Germany was plunged 
in 1993. 

In the three years from 
beginning 1990 to rod 1992 
wage costs in western Ger- 
many increased by 11 per 
cent, as much as the increase 
in the entire seven-year 
period from 1982 through 
1989, the bank said. 

However die Bundesbank 
said more moderate wage 
agreements in 1993 and 1994 
had created favourable con- 
ditions for renewed economic 
growth. 

While small wage rises 
might slow consumption in 
the short term, in the longer 
term they lead to growth and 
creation of jobs, die bank 
said. 

In a study on wage evolu- 
tion in western Germany 


from 1985 to 1993, the Bun- 
desbank said wages which are 
negotiated branch by branch, 
had risen on average' by 4.1 
per cent a year, that is by 38 
per cent for the eight years 
under consideration. 

But when die reduction in 
working hours from 39 hours 
a week to 37- hours 45-mi- ■ 
nutes, was taken into 
account, the rises reached 46^ 
per cent or 4.8 per cent a 
year, the report said. 

The period under review 
comprised three phases: A 
period of moderate wage in- 
creases in the latter yeaxs.of 
the last decade (4.0 pm* cent a 
year on the basis of hourly 


rafts), a period from 1990 to 
end 1992 when wages shot up 


end 1992 when wages shot up 
in the boom which followed 
German reunification and 
then a return to moderation 
in 1993 and 1994 as a result of 
recession and unemployment 
with a 4.0 per cent rise in 
1993 and 13 per cent so far in 
1994. 

The bank said the modera- 
tion at the end of the 1980S 
had helped to “make com- 
panies more profitable” and 
led to “an acceleration in 
investments.” The number of 
people with jobs rose by 1.2 
mQhon while the unemploy- 


ment rate fell from 8.0 per 
cent in 1985 to 7.0 per cent in 
1989. 

Overall, household re-' 
venue went np by 3.0 per cent 
a year in real terms largely 
thanks to a minimal inflation 
of 1.0 per cent achieved by 
’moderation on the- wages 
^froat. r 4he hank, said L 

.- - The change of strategy af- 
ter reunification proved “that 
modi more serious” because 
the number of people looking 
for jobs increased while the 
amount of available capital 
declined because of the difc 
mal state of east German 
industry.- 

The slowdown in the world 
economy, improved competi- 
tivity of foreign products on 
the German market, changes 
in currency parities and 
added wage costs had eaten 
into the profits of German 
companies and plunged the 
country into recession, the 
Bundesbank said. 


In 1993, the bank said 
workers and employers made 
job creation their top prior- 
ity. They agreed to greater 
flexibility in working hours 
and wages within the various 
branches. As a result wage 
accords in the chemical sector 


had enabled employers to 
hire long-time unemployed 
people at lower than stan- 
dards rates. 

The Bundesbank said that 
in Germany, wage accords in 
one branch tended to set the 
tone for negotiations in other 
branches detracting from 
-.their. independence-arid free- 
dom to set their own wage 
targets: ’ 

The Bundesbank acknow- 
ledged that there were discre- 
pancies b et we en various in- 
,dusfrial sectors. For instance 

the crisis-hit mining sector 
wages had increased by only 
3.8 per cent a year from 1985 
to 1993 while those of the 
building industry had risen 
53 per cent a year. 

In the former East Ger- 
many, the bank said massive 
wage rises from mid-1990 had 
hampered the transition from 
a centralised to a free market 
economy. 

In a special report on wage 
evolution in eastern Ger- 
many from 1990 to 1994, die 
Bundesbank said wage 
accords negotiated in 1994 
bad failed to take sufficient 
account of the economic cli- 
mate, contrary to those 
signed in western Germany. 


The bank said wage in- 
creases in 1994 had been 
smaller than in previous years 
though without any “signifi- 
cant” narrowing of the gap 
between wage progression 
. and productivity. 

The bank said excessive 
wage-rises had prevented the 
— creation of jobs injhe service, 
sector where women make up 
a large portion of the woric- 
fbree. Such sew jobs could 
have offset the loss of jobs 


riied by industries in the pro- 
cess of restructuring, the re- 


cess of restructuring, the re- 
port said. 

Unions in the east had con- 
centrated on raising wages to 
the level of those in the west 
with scant regard to the dif- 


ferences in productivity be- 
tween east and west, the re- 


tween east and west, the re- 
port said. 

At the end of 1990, wages 
in die east were half those in 
the west. By end 1993, they 
were 80 per c rot_o f western 

13th months paid in the west 
but not in the east. 

But the bank said the real 
. gap between earnings was 
less because rents in foe east 
were 30 per cent cheaper and 
the cost of living was six per 
cent less than in the west 
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“You put mouthwash on my salad 
instead of dressing. That means 
you’re in a romantic mood, huh?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

® by H*nri Arnold and MKce Arpbton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


STRUB 


1 • i, 


YAK YAK 
YAK YAK 
YAK YAK 


Miitt'it’Jteff 


HOTOT 


P 1 

1 

MW 


OH, 

EXCUSE 
ME! ^ 


f££K! 




GL.0® 


MUTT, I 
vJUST SAVED 

A LIFE/ / 





THE LAD/ in 303 
TINTED iN+teR 
BATH AMD I 
PULLED HER 
OUT/ 



MOOBBA 



TREMIC 


— ALWAYS ON 
THE GAK PHONE 
MAKES HIM THIS*. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CLOVE HAIRY RAREFY BEWAIL 


The credits would be avail- 
able at a monthly interest 
rate of 10 per cent and all 
projects had to come to frui- 
tion by the end of next year. 
State investment would be no 
more than 17 per cent of all 
investment in Russia in 1994, 
Mr. Kosov said. 

The money to provide the 
credits was already in the 
budget 

Deputy Finance Minister 
Sergei Aiexashenko said 
Russia had a payments crisis 

due to firms producing goods 

that nobody wanted to buy 
and enterprises failing to res- 
tructure enough. 

Debts betwen firms stand 
at about 90 trillion roubles 


($45 billion) and a commis- 
sion under first deputy Prime 
rets has 


skm under firs 
Minister Oleg 


been set up to deal with the 

pr ^fr Cni Alexashenko said 
another decree would allow 
firms to sell their jiroducts at 
below manufacturing costs. 
This was previously sero as a 

way to avoid tax and was 
punishable by. heavy fines. 
Mr7 Yeltsin has issued a 

series of decrees this year m 

an effort to steer economic 
reforms and keep the initia- 
tive from a parliament 
do minat ed by conservatives 
and communists. . 

“Life moves more quickly 
than our lawmakers can act 
if we were to live accord- 
ing to the constitution and 
wait for all the laws, I fear we 
would have many, many 
problems ” Mr. Aiexashenko 
said. 


NAM says debt 
reduction urgent for 
least-developed nations 


JAKARTA (AFP)— A min- 
isterial conference of the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) said Monday that 
sizeable reductions are the 
only solution to the debt 
problems of the least de- 
veloped countries. 

“The meeting endorsed the 
need for substantial debt re- 
duction, as opposed to repe- 
ated debt reschedulings, as 


the most appropriate 
approach to resolution of the 
debt crisis of developing 
countries,” a report signed fay 
the chairman of the confer- 
ence on debt and develop- 
ment said. 

As massively indebted 
countries were obliged to 
gjve priority to servicing ex- 
ternal debt, they have been 
forced to reduce essential 
public investment, leading to 
a sharp increase in poverty 
and a decline in basic social 
indicators, conference chair- 
man Saleh Affif said. 

“Despite repeated 
attempts at debt reschedul- 
ing, -and some-debt relief, it is 

dear that toe remaining debt 
stock of poor developing 
countries remains so high 
that the possibility of it being 
settled in full is virtually nil,” 
he added. 

A NAM advisory group on 
debt, in a report discussed 
during the three-day meeting 
that ended Monday, said that 
a substantial scaling down of 
debt, by an average of 70 pa 
cent, should be granted to 
developing countries to allow 
them to survive economi- 
cally. 

Mr. Afif, who is Indone- 


sia’s coordinating minister for 
the economy and finance, 
«id that the meeting en- 
dorsed a “once-and-ror-afl 
arrangement” for settling all 
outstanding debt and a reduc- 
tion applied to all categories 
of debts. 

He smd multilateral debts 
constituted the bulk of out- 
standing debts for many 
heavily Indebted countries. 

However, be said, debt re- 
daction should be negotiated 
on a case-by-case basis, tak- 
ing into account each coun- 
try's medium-term capital 
needs and its long-term debt 
servicing capacity. 

Of the 55 to 60 most heavi- 
ly indebted countries in 1992, 
which had a combined debt 
of about $248 trillion, 38 were 
among the least developed 
countries, the NAM experts 
said. 

The meeting also called on 
NAM members to engage 
creditor countries in interna- 
tional discussions that could 
lead to the “adoption of a 
common set of principles for 
future debt negotiations.” 

Sources said that the meet- 
ing also sought to change the 
institutional arrangement for 
country debt reorganisation . 
from the current creator- “ 
managed system to one joint- 
ly managed by creditors and 
debtors. 

The first high-level meet- 
ing on the external debt of 
developing countries. . was 
attended by ministers and 
officials from 25 debt-distres^ 
sed least-developed conn- 
tries, mostly African, and 
five developing countries. 


Life’s most cherished 
occasions call for 


Our pioneer designs 
in gold & Gems. 

DAJANl’S 


Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman. 

Amman Rj 0 d e Janeiro 

since 1988 since 1975 


Answer Another name for a giveaway — 
A ‘FREE* FOR ALL 


Horoscope not received 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Mehrin Kwrwonhy 


ACROSS 
1 Dramatis 
personas 
5 Seine city 
10 Coward 
M Madonat plant 

15 Terminal 
IGLOoton 
17 Tree trunk 

16 Sheer 

19 Tub item? 

20 Incentives 
22 Awns 

24 Gat up at it am. 

•a 

28 Calendar bm*. 

29 Ken eta. 

30 L mad up 
33 Got down 


36 fisstna 
38 Lit* altar work 
42 Beleaguer merit 
« Rymg prefer 

44 Home to tha 
Mas 

45 Work tome 

46 WBUams pt 

"MappYOaya" 

•erntaWKeteuwa 

49 Moves again 
52 — edtton 
5S”Mowning 
Becomes — " 

89 Jal — 

80 Projection '■ 

eZAnamtoii-QeiHir 
83 Blue dye 
64 LHie snakes’ 


■999 99999 9999 

9999 99999 9999 

«■■■ ana* 
bbiii 

3BBBB aBB aBBB 

■aBBB aaSSa 55b 

I aBaBBBBBB 
aaasBBB aBBBaaa 
ilill 5 ih 
JJ 1J ajM^BBBB 




8 Paragons 
SSawUXapan 

10 Greenhouses 

11 S * ap “ (hurry) 

12 Facoar or Best 

13 Theater ao* 

21 Rubber tree 

23 Europe's -boot" 

o&iravfMftag 



"Tha — 

Vanones" 

67 'The Jawtxme 
ot— " 

68 Angle 


27 Derived Iron oil 

28 Sanpete^ 

31 Cttyonthg 

Missouri 

32Eiectndan 
34 Rower 
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pj Dollar In imnrrwtiotial Markets 


Currency 

W C?MC* b 

J&2 


lt/8/94 

lw, J 5/8/94 

Swift* Pttuad- 

I. 5465 

1.5463 

De**** Stork 

1.5512 

1.5536 

Swiss Franc 

1.3026 

1.3055 

Frtocfc Franc 

Si 3225 

5.3270*- 

Japanese Yea 

100.17 

100.17 

European Camay linix 

1.22 « 

1.2244** 


t * NfM Opotac Ifl UH I 


15/8/ 1994 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

4.37 

4.68 

5.06 

5.62 

Surfing Found 

5.00 

5.43 

5.81 

6.56 

Dcnlsche Mark 

4. 75 

4.75 

4.75 

4.93 

Swiss Franc 

4.00 

4.18 

4.37 

4.fo 

Frotck Franc 

5.3 1 

5.5 0 

5.81 

6.06 

Japanese Yea 

1.93 

2.06 

2.12 

2.43 

European Currency Unit 


5.93 

6.2 5 

6.75 


IgiutnV W r»l»» f«r • i rurrdam I Ji. 

Central Bank of Jontan Exchange 


Dm: J 5/a/i 994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

l'.5. Dollar 

0.694D 

0.6960 

Sterling Posad 

I .0720 

1.0774 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4465 

0.4487 

5 whs Franc 

0.5316 

0.5343 

French Franc 

0.1301 

0.1308 

Japanese Yen' 

0.6923 

0.6958 

Date* Guilder j f mSq7S 

0.3992 



Infian Lira' | 0.0438 

0.0440 

Belgian Franc 
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15/8/1994 


Conrocy 

Bid 

Oiler 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8250 

1.8370 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.040335 

0.041875 

Saudi khal 

0.1847 

0. 1860 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3100 

2.3400 

Qatari Rival 

0 . 7394 

0.1907 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2250 

Omani Rival 

1.7830 

1.8000 

UAE Dirham 

0.1884 

0.1893 

Creek Drachma'' 

0.2685 

0.3085 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3880 

1.4975 


J apan losing Arab Gulf electronics market to other Asian countries 

Malaysia’s share jumped to 


DUBAI, United Arab F-mi- 
rates (AFP) — Japan is losing 
its grip of the lucrative Gulf 
electronics market to its 
Asian neighbours due to a 
snrge in the yen md export 
blitzes by other producers, 
official figures have showed. 

After years of domination, 
Japan’s share has started to 
shrink in some electronics 
products while in others it 
was even overtaken by some 
Asian producers that are con- 
sidered newcomers to the oil- 
rich market. 

C hin a, whose expor ts to 
the region were negligible in 
the mid-1980s, is now the 
dominant force in the radio- 
cassette market in Dubai, the 
Middle East’s main commer- 
cial centre and a major reex- 
porter to local and foreign 
markets. 

-Figures by the state-mn 
Dubai statistics department 
showed total radio imports 
increased by six per cent to 
9.5 million sets in 1993 from 


8.9 million sets in 1992 and 
their value grew to around 
632 mil H on di rhams ($1723 
million) from 620 million 
dirhams ($169 million). 

China, which has one of 
the fastest-growing econo- 
mies, accounted for 7B per 
cent, exporting 7.8 million 
sets in 1993 co mpar ed with 
seven nullion in 1992, accord- 
ing to the figures, published 
in die UAE daily A1 Khaleej. 

Despite the increase in 
quantity, their value dropped 
to 300 million dirhams ($81.7 
million) from 318 million 
dirhams ($86. 6 minion) due 
to a fall m pokes caused by 
strong compedtkw in the re- 
gional market. 

The report showed Japan's 
share fell to 218 per cent from 
5.7 per cent, with radio ex- 
ports plunging to 271,000 sets 
from 516,000 sets. 

Singapore’s share also fell 
to 456JB0 sets from 474,000 
sets while South Korea 
boosted exports to 324,000 


from 290,000 sets. 

Although Japan still 
dominated the video cassette 
market, its share dived to 70 
per cent in 1993 from 88 per 
cent in 1992. The drop occur- 
red despite a 15 per cent 
growth m Dubai's video im- 
ports to 591,000 sets from 
510,000. 

Japan exported 412,000 
sets in 1993 compared with 
450,000 sets in 1992, the 
value fallin g to 31 3 tmUkm 
dirhams ($85.2 million) from 
around 334 milli on dirhams 
($92 mSlkxn). 

The decline benefited 
other Asian producers, with 
Sooth Korea? share surging 
to 17.5 per cent from eight 
per cent and exports more 
than doubting to 103,000 sets 
from 41,500 sets, foe report 
showed. 


10 per cent from 3.5 per cent 
ana the exported sets to 
60,000 from around 17,900. It 
also emerged as the biggest 
exporter of television sets, 
reaching 244,000 in 1993, 
nearly 32 per cent of the 
total. 

South Korea, now one of 
the main economic partners 
of the Gulf countries, re- 
placed Japan as the second 
biggest IV ex 


exporter, with its 
share rising to 26 per cent 
from 22 per cent and ex- 
ported units to 203,000 from 
150.000. 


“Ji 

foe 


is losing its share in 
market because of 



iregional' 
pegged,'’ a local dealer said. 


“Another reason is that 
several Asian countries are 
m promotion drives, 
include opening offices 
and finding more agents. 
Japan seems not interested in 
such drives as it has an old 
base here." 

The yen rise was under- 
scored in the big gap in prices 
of products from Japan and 
its Asian neighbours. 

The figures showed the 
average price of a Malaysian 
television set stood at 900 
dirhams ($245.2) and a South 
Korean at 745 dirhams 
($202.9). A Japanese televi- 
sion fetched 1,666 dirhams 
($453.9). The gap also occur- 
red in the sale of video and 
radio cassettes. 

Despite foe decline. Japan 
has remained the top econo- 


mic partner of the UAE and , 
other Gulf nations, with a * _ 
two-way trade of nearly $34 •“ 
billion in 1993. But the 
growth in such an exchange 
has remained far lower than-"*, 
that in trade between the. a «' 
Golf and other Asian coun- 
tries, mainly China. 

A! Khaleej said the dec-: * 
cronies market m Dubai, a. 
member of the United Arab _ 
Emirates (UAE). had sharp- : 
ly grown in recent years due - 
to a buying spree by tourists .. 
from Russian and other pre- 
vious communist countries. 

About 300,000 of those " 
tourists visited Dubai in 1993 1 
and their electronics purch- - 
ases topped $800 million, 
more than half Dubai's total ' 
electronics imports during ‘ 
that year. 
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Silver price continues to drop 


LONDON (R) — saver feD 
to its lowest level since late 
January at 505.00 cents per 
ounce at Mondays official 
fixing, continuing its plunge 
in New York on Friday after 
news that U.S. inflation was 
slower than expected. 

On Friday silver was fixed 
at 519.25 cents in London, 
while at the beginning of this 
month it was hovering 
around S33 cents. 

Press ure was building in 
the market after prices feD 


through 520 cents last week, 
one bullion dealer said. But 
he added: “It absorbed some 
selling this morning and 
found buying to support it at 
504 cents." 

r prices 

cents to 507 cents on the New 
York Comex market's 
Septe m be r contract on Fri- 
day. They followed the 
neighbouring gold futures 
trading pit down after July 
U.S. consumer price index 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
Htes for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsesaon on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs' 13802/12 

Canadian dollar 

1.5528/38 

Deutsche marks 

1.7444/54 

Dutch guilders 

1.3037/47 

Swiss francs 

32.01/05 

Belgian francs 

5.3287/37 

French francs 

• 15853/7.0 

Italian lire 

100.16/26 

Japanese yen 

7.7604/04 

Swedish crowns 

6.8300/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1510/50 

Danish crowns 

One sterling $1.546070 


One ounce of gold $37635/376.75 



data showed only a 0.3 per 
cent increase, near foe bot- 
tom of economists’ forecasts. 

“That means inflation was 
no longer tbe market’s main 
concern." one dealer said, 
noting tbe market was focus- 
ing on the prospect of an 
interest rate rise after Tues- 
day's meeting of the Federal 
Open Market Committee of 
the U.S. central bank. 

"But all the bad news is in 
the tnarekt (price).” he 
added. 

Higher U.S. short-term in- 
terest rates would tend to 
make non-interest bearing 
assets like gold the stiver less 
attractive than interest-yield- 
ing ones like government 
bonds. They would also in- 
crease the cost of investing in 
precious metals. 

Silver prices reached a 
peak for the year on March 
24 at 574.75 cents, their 
highest level since Nov. 27, 
1989, on buying by invest- 
ment fends. 

But a combination of silver 
mines selling to take advan- 
tage of tbe higher price and a 
lack of support from other 
investors caused tbe fends to 
switch to more buoyant ' com- 
modities such as base metals, 
crude oil and coffee. 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



JR-SAT. 



WALID JARRAR CO, 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 
Fax 781681 
Service 778299 



STUDIO hah; 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 
Mom 30% torpor 

• From Ontmrpo- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 - 
Swefich td: 823891 


ASECURE 

FLATOTEL 

Sweifiyeh 



.OlTU 
SECURITY 
> HOSPITALITY 
y GASTRONOMY 

& 6 eenA, 

^ Cafe' 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELfTECAFE' 



AD09BEB 

auras 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuetdey dated 
Monday: Drinks ^ NlflWLcng 


AMenu of DeOdoua Sneefcs 
Tel 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeteanl 



Restaurant 

Lunch A DJnnar 
7 days a wash 

Enjoy Our 8«IeoLlon of 

SEA FOOD 


Td : 680093/4 Fax: 823S64 

Shmasam-Near Babfcbe 
Acinum - Jordan 



La Vita Lounge 
12:00 pm - v - Late 


SZECHWAN MRBENS/f 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


opaiua-sajtao-uoior] 


ShtAMnbSn* 

Urn Uthalnah Conrrmrdat Cm 

TeL: 881174 

y Cacc Tested rthsaptmadg 






FOR RENT 


(MmWbuantfAwfBNnts 
In Amman. 

For further details please call 

8ANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX86423L 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasieour 
specialities 

Open daily 12.D0 - 3:30 p.in. 

6:30 - hfidni^it 
S. Air Conditioned Hall / 


hogS ojt | 




S M A R T Z 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Op«t 

NoenteUdnlgnt 

S«vtnD*yi6W6«k 


TELEPHONE : 815987 



Brazil crop 
report brings ; 
coffee prices 
back to boil 

LONDON (R) — Coffee 
prices steamed ahead Mon- 
day after a long-awaited re- 
port from the U.S. Depart* 
ment of Agriculture (USD A) 
forecast a sharply lower 
•p in 1995/96. 


% 


Brazilian crop 
On the London Commodi- ■ 
Exchange, coffee for' 

ovember detiveiy was upL 
$152 to $3,425 a tonne at 
midday. It is still 16 per cent 
off an 8 Vi year high reached 
in early July after two severe 1 
frosts 'in Brazil, the world’s 
biggest producer. 

Q>nsumets, already bit by. 
retail price hikes following a; 
tightening of world coffee 
supplies prior to the Brazilian ' 
frosts, will probably have to' 
dig deeper into their pockets 
as the effects of the latest* 
rises filter into the shops. * 

The USDA. which pub- 
lished its report after the 
markets had closed Friday, 1 
said Brazil's 1995/96 crop 
would be between 17 million' 
and 20 million 60-kilogram^ - 
me bags, a drop of aronnd'30 
per cent from the 26 million' 
predicted for this season’s' 
crop. 

“Today's price gains reflecr 
the fact that tbe USDA, 
whose views are regarded a» 
authoritative, thinks the frost 
damage to the Brazilian crop 
really is bad," said one 
trader. 

“But their assessment is 
not the last word on die 
subject. It will be impossible 
to know accurately what is. 
happening until after die 
trees start flowering next 
month,” he added. 

Traders said prices could 
make further advances if tbe 
New York futures market 
reacts bullishly to the USDA 
report. 

Brazil recently forecast a 
1995/96 crop of 15 mtiHoa 
bags, down from a pre-frost 
estimate of 26 million. On 
Friday the government said h 
contested the USDA figure^ 
adding the frost damage was 
more extensive than the de-; 
partment believed. 

A statement signed by 
trade policy secretary 
Frederico Robcthinho and 
the head of the National Cof- 
fee Department Claus de 
Freitas said the 1995/96 har- 
vest would be between 15 
million and 17 million bags. It 
added the 1994/95 harvest 
would reach at most 22 mil- 
lion bags. 

The USDA report is wide- 
ly regarded as the most accu- 
rate and objective assessment 
of tbe frost damage so far. 
The department has a repu- 
tation for giving rather con- 
servative estimates but its 
Brazilian crop forecast feD 
below most trade expecta- 
tions. 

Responding to the report, 
London-based broker GNI 
said in its daily market com- 
ment: “We fee! that the time 
is now right to dose out short 
(positions) and another rally 
is on the cares." 

The freak cold snap dam- 
aged Brazil's ext ens ive coffee 
crop in late June and Beady 
July, igniting a meteoric rise 
in world prices. Brazil 
accounts for about a quarter 
of global coffee output and is 
also the biggest exporter of 
the commodity, 

A ream sent by the USDA 
spent 21 days and travelled 
6,000 kilometres surveying 
the major coffee areas. Its 
1995-96 projection represents 
potential production given 
good management and nor- 
mal weather during the rest 
of the growing season. 

Without favourable weath- 
er to aid growth. Brazil’s 
coffee crop could see further 
damage, a USDA analyst 
said. 
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Manchester United wid tharity Shield 


LONDON (R) — A stunning 
overhead goal from Paul Ince 
•and another Wembley penal- 
-ty from Eric Cantona earned 
•English double winners Man- 
.chester United a 2-0 victory 
■over Blackburn Rovers in 
•Sunday’s Charity Shield. 

. Injury- weakened Black- 
burn, appearing in the 
-Wembley pre-season opener 
.as league runners-up, held 
.Unitedto a single goal from a 
first-half penalty until nine 
-minutes from time. 

Midfielder Ince doubled 
United’s winning margin with 
•a spectacular bicycle Jdck in 
front of goal after Cantona 

Jteaded a bad clearance from 
a comer back into the box. 

The French international, 
who will miss the start of the 
new season after receiving a 
three-match ban this week 
for a sending-off last 
.weekend, put the champions 
ahead in the 23rd minute. 

. Defender Colin Hendry 
.was adjudged to have palled 
.down Ince in the box and the 
self-assured Cantona casually 
stroked home another 
Wembley penalty. 

In May, be became the first 
player to score two penalties 
in an F.A. cup final in the 
destruction of Chelsea. 

Controversial new instruc- 
tions to r efere e s to clamp 
down on tackling from be- 
hind and dissent were evi- 
dent, with World Cup referee 
'.Philip Don booking seven 
• players in a reasonably well- 
tempered encounter. 

! Blackburn dearly missed 
the most expensive 
1 stxikefbrce in English football 
'as they struggled to create 
.goal-scoring chances. 

. England striker Alan 
, Shearer is recovering from 
food poisoning and ms new 
■ partner, five million-pound 
' ($7.74 million) Norwich re- 
. 'emit Chris Sutton has an 
i ankle injury. 

. ‘ In a rare outburst, Black- 
. bum Manager Kenny Dalg- 
lish attacked controversial 
new referee in g instructions 
. following the seven bookings. 
X The dampdown highlight- 
led orders from FIFA, the 
^game’s governing body, for 
•referees to get tough on foul 
play. 

; • It led to a rush of yellow 
^cards and 10 dismissals on 
I Saturday’s opening day of the 
.football league season and to 
a lashing from the normally 
reticent Dalglish. 

“If there are going to be 
seven or eight bookings in a 
match I don’t think anyone’s 



Manchester United’s midfield star Paul 
Ince scores the second goal for his team 
with a spectacular overhead kick as Man- 


chester United beats Blackburn Rovers 
2-0 a pre-season friendly match (AFP 
photo) 


going to enjoy it,” said Daig- 
hsh, whose side lost 2-0 to 
Manchester United. 

■ “I don’t think die bookings 
reflected the game. 

‘To me, the game was like 
a first-phase World Cup 
game. Everytime there was a 
free kick, there seemed to be 
a yellow card. You cannot 
take the commonsense out of 
refereeing. V yon do... then T 
don’t think anyone's got a 
chance.” 

FIFA have instructed 


National Football Associa- 
tions to follow their lead in 
the World Cup where re- 
ferees were much harsher on 
penalising fouls and dissent. 

English World Cup referee 
Philip Don Booked Black- 
burn’s Tim Sherwood, 
Graeme 1e Saux, Cohn Hen- 
dry and Jason Wilcox, and- 
United players Ryan Giggs, 
Lee Sharpe and Steve Bruce 
on Sunday. 

But Manchester United 
Manager Alex Ferguson ap- 


plauded the new disciplina- 
rian attitude. 

“This is what should hap- 
pen. Peoplepaid £35 ($54) to 
watch the Charity Shield and 
need to be entertained,” he 
said. 

“The referee bad a difficult 
job today because everybody 
is watching to see how’ ll; pans 
out I thought he got it right 
and I have absolutely no 
complaints. You have to give 
playere in an attacking posi- 
tion a chance.” 


Thompson wins 100 metres with broken arm 




Jenny 
■with a 


: D4DIANAPOLIS, Indiana 
— World record holder 
botnpson, swimming 
broken arm held 
- Together with a titanium plate 
’and seven screws, won the 
-lOO-metre freestyle on Sun- 
Iday at the U.S._ National 
."Swimming Championships. 

Thompson, 21, won in 
. *55.50 seconds, capping a re- 


markable comeback since she 
broke her left arm in a freak 
water slide accident during a 
college fraternity party at 
Stanford University in May. 

Thompson underwent 
surgery June 3. She had more 
than 100 stitches and a plate 
and seven screws put in her 
arm, and has a 15 cm scar on 
her forearm. After missing 10 








OVERHEARD AT 
TURINO 

...IT’S FUNtastic ! 

I overhead that one of the leading film 
directors has told TURINO that he Is 
considering asking permission to shoot 
a whole film for a TV station, under the 
name of ‘Breakfast at Turino' 

Turino has started a most innovative 
Business Class voucher plan for 
dinners and luncheons at Turino ! 
LV*s ( Luncheon Vouchers ) and 
DV's | Dinner Vouchers ) , LV.DV’s 
(Luncheon Voucher, Dinner Voucher) 
shall be sold at selected outlets to 
diners and tourists : for JD 8.000 
JD 10.000, JD 12.000 respectively ! 

The LV's and DV's set the pledge of 
Turino to provide a complete meal 
described on the back of LV.DV, but 
the voucher give4 the client the 
option of either : take the plan, or to 
use the Voucher as cash at Turino, 
or take the option of returning the 
same Voucher to point of purchase 
for cash - in case the buyer decides 
not to use the Voucher for some 
reason I 

Vouchers are soid 'sometimes* with 
credit given to selected clients by 
the Voucher Sellers. 

I believe it is a Fantastic plan..- 
TURINO thinks Its FUNtastic too !! 
Phone for details : 816690 or 863944 
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days of practice, she returned 
to a rigorous regimen of 
physical therapy and two-a- 
day pool workouts. 

“The doctors told me be- 
fore die surgery I always had 
next year and I told them I 
didn’t, that 1 wanted this 
year,” said Thompson. 

“This win means more to 
me than breaking the world 
record. 1 felt myself digging 
in at 75 metres and knew I 
had the race won. 

“I guess I have a bionic 
arm now,” Thompson said. 
“The arm is still broken, but 
it's held together pretty well. 
It gefs tight, but now the pain 
is muscular, not the bone.” 

Two years ago, Thompson 
was the first U.S. woman in 
59 years to break the world 
record in the 100-metre frees- 
tyle in 54.48. Her record still 


stands. 

Id the same race, Angel 
Martino and Nicole Haislett, 
both members of the 1992 
Olympic team, tied for 
second in 55.84 and will have 
a swim-off to determine die 
second individual qualifier 
for Rome. The next four 
finishers qualified for the 
400Hnetre freestyle relay. 

In other races, Seth van 
Neerden, 26, tied Olympian 
Nelson Diebel’s U.S. record 
by winning the 100-metre 
breaststroke in 1:01.40, the 
world's fastest time this year, 
Allison Wagner, 17, won the 
400-metre individual medley 
in 4:40.27 and Chad Carvin 
won the 200-metre freestyle 
in 1:49.19. 

The seven-day competition 
is die selection meeting for 
die world championships 


INTERNATIONAL 
TOUR ORGANISER 


to manage all aspects of international 
tourism for a division of a large group 
of companies. 

The selected person will be experi- 
enced, energetic and self-motivated; 
have creative ability to initiate 
package-tour programmes; and the 
determination to create a growth 
business in all aspects of air, sea and 
land travel, both regionally and inter- 
nationally. 

Applicants who feel qualified to fill 
the post should apply in writing with 
curriculum vitae that underwrites 
their capabilities. 

P.O.Box 9523 
Amman, Jordan 
Applications should arrive not 
later than 30th August. 


Schumacher back on course for title 


BUDAPEST (R) — Michael 
Schumacher’s dominant vic- 
tory . in Sunday’s Hungarian 
Grand Prix pot him and the 
Benetton team back on 
course for one of die most 
controversial Formula One 
tide triumphs in die history of 
the championship. 

By increasing his lead over 
Briton Damon Hill, of Wil- 
liams, in the drivers’ title race 
to 31 points, the 25-year-old 
German regained the psycho- 
logical advantage against his 
nearest rival. 

He also created a big 
enough cushion to survive the 
two-race ban he faces if he 

loses his appeal in Paris on 
Aug. 30 for ignoring the 
black flag at Suverstone in 
last month’s British Grand 
Prix. 

But Schumacher and his 
Benetton team know that 
even if they go on and claim 
their first championships — 
Schumacher is on course to 
the youngest champion in 
Formula One history — they 
may have to work even har- 
der to dear their names after 
a month of allegations about 

^llw^lack flag chaos at 
Stiverstone, which resulted in 
the race steward being sus- 
pended for a year as well as a 
$500,000 fine for Benetton, 
was followed by a statement 
by the sporfs ruling body 
FIA that Benetoon’s car 
management software fbT the 
San Marino Grand Prix ear- 
lier this year had included an 
illegal driver aid known as 
“launch control.” 

The FIA was unable to 
prove it had been used by 
Benetton and the team de- 
clared their innocence, claim- 
ing the computerised aid had 
been left in a software menu 
since the previous year but 
had not been used this 
season. 

Several other teams have 
revealed since that they also 
have left some of last year’s 
now-banned computerised 
“driver aids” in their 
terns, but not used them 
year. All the teams appear to 
have accepted Benetton’s 
version of these events. 

But Benetton’s rival teams 
have found it more difficult 
to accept that the Angk> 



his team’s owner Luciano 
Briatorc were considering the 
possibility of taking legal ac- 
tion against Intertechnique, 
the French company which 
makes and snpphes the re- 
fuelling rigs used in FI, for 
the damage caused to Benet- 
ton’s image worldwide last 
week. 

Briatore said Benetton be- 
lieved the Hockenhenn fire 
was not canted by the remov- 
al of the filter from their 
refuelling rig— as claimed by 
Intertechniqne and the FIA 
and reported worldwide — 
but by faulty parts supplied 
by Eutertechfl' 

“I believe 



quick to rush to 
s before 


German driver Michael Schumacher raises a denchcd 
fist during the awarding ce remony after winning the 
Ffimgartin FI Grand Prix. British driver Damon HH1 
(Wffifams-Renanit) placed second and Dutch driver 
Joa Verstappen (Benetton-Ford) placed third (AFP 
photo) 


Italian team were not seeking 
to gain an advantage by re- 
a filter from their 
system prior to the 
German Grand Prix, an 
irregular act which Benetton 
claimed they did only after 
receiving permission from the 
FIA, 

The daim« and counter- 
claims from the FIA and Be- 
netton developed into a ma- 
jor dispute during the course 
of die Hungarian Grand Prix 
and it is to Schumacher’s 
enormous credit that he was 
able to shut this from his 
mind and concentrate with' 
angle-minded success on 
winning the race. 

The sheer joy on Schu- 


macher’s face on Sunday 
radiated his relief at 
his seventh win in the 
10 of this year's sche- 
duled 16 races and he admit- 
ted it was “not the most 
satisfying, but the most im- 
portant” victory of his career 
for obvious reasons. 

HOI was second and Schu- 
macher’s Benetton team 
mate Dutchman Jos Verstap- 
pen, who was slightly burned 
m the refuelling fireball at the 
German Grand Prix two 
weeks earlier, gained his first 
podium finish % taking third 
place. 

While they celebrated, Be- 
netton’s Managing Director 
Flavio Briatore said he and 


was __ 
sions before making a serious 
check and has damaged the 
name of a wuildwide com- 
pany, Benetton, in the worl- 
dwide press,” he said. 

Briatore said he would now 
wait for FIA’s final report 
into the fire and an indepen- 
dent report commissioned by 
Benetton. The independent 
company’s preliminary . re- 
port, leaked by Benetton at 
the weekend, severely criti- 
cised the integrity of the 

equipment supplied by Inter- 
technique to all the teams. 

In an unexpected move, 
'Intertechmque supplied new 
parts for the mudtcriticued 
nozzles of the refuelling 
equipment at the Hungaror- 
ing on Friday evening, a fact 
which Benetton claim proved 
that the previous parts were 
faulty. 

~ The French company and 
FIA did not make any official 
comment on the issue daring 
the weekend, leaving Benet- 
ton to celebrate a convincing 
win on Sunday night which 
puts them in good spirits tor 
the next race, the Belgian 
Grand Prix at Spa-Francor- 
champs on Aug. 28. 

It is a face that Schumacher 
is r elishing . “It is the nearest 
to my family home, it is the 
crictm where I made my de- 
but in 1991 and where I won 
my first race in 1992. We will 
be looking forward to it,” be 
said. 

If events conspire against 
him two days later, however, 
ft could be his last race of the 
season. 


Chang beats Edberg in ATP championship 


MASON, Ohio (R) — Amer- 
ican Michael Change beat an 
embarrassed Stefan Edberg 
6-2 7-6 on Sunday to win the 
$1.72 million ATP cham- 
pionship for die second year 
in a row. 

Chang, tize fourth seed and 
ranked seventh in the world, 
had few challenges from the 
second-seeded, fourth-rank- 
ed Swede in a repeat match- 
up of last year’s final. Edberg 
did not look like a player who 
was once the best in the 
world. 

Edberg picked up his game 
a bit in the second set, but the 
first set was a complete disas- 
ter. He lost the first 11 paints 
of the match and in the blink 
of an eye was down two 
service breaks at 3-0. 

“You almost feel embar- 
rassed, at least I do,” said 
Edberg, who raised his arms 
high into the air to a cheering 
crowd when he finally won 
the 12th point. 

“It's a nightmare. It took 
me 11 points to get a point. 
Every mot I was mistiming or 
he hit a winner. I realised it 
was 3-0 in 10 minutes and you 
go, wow, what’s going on 
here?” 

Chang; who earned 
$245,000 for the win, could 
understand how Edberg was 
feeling. 

“Yon have a few matches 
were you do feel that way,” 
Chang said. ‘Tve definitely 
been on court feeling very 
embarrassed. I once played 
an exhibition with Johan 
Kriek and I was playing so 


badly the people just walked 
out. It fras humiliating.” 

Last /year, Edberg pushed 
Chang to' three sets in the 
final. 

Navratilova to skip 
U.S. Open 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Mar- 
tina Navratilova announced 
on Sunday that she will not 
compete m the U.S. Open, 
which begins August 29 in 
Flushing Meadow, New 
York. 

Navratilova, who has won 
four U.S. Open singles titles 
in her ca re e r, said that she 
does not feel fit enough for 
the gruelling two week Grand 
Slam event. 

“My 37-year-old body is 
tefling me to play on indoor 
surfaces, and 1 thmfc it’s time 
to listen,” Navratilova said in 
a statement issued by her 
publicist 


loss In the Wimbledon knal 
to Conchita Martinez of 
Spain last month, 
Navratilova, who was up- 
set by American Grossman in 
tiie third round of the Virgi- 
nia Slims of Los Angeles, is 
scfaednled to play in five 
more indoor tournaments: 
Tokyo, Zorich, Filderstadt, 
Germany, Oakland, Califor- 
nia and tiie year-end cham- 
pionships in New' York. 

Frazier beats Grossman 
in 

MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (R) — Tenth seed 
Amy Frazier won her third 
career singles title when she 
whipped 13tii-seeded fellow 


American Ann Grossman 6-1 
6-3 cm Sunday in a battle of 
surprise finalists at the 
$400,000 Virginia Slims of 
Los Angeles. 

Frazier had. shocked top 
seed and . recently-crowned 
Wimbledon champion Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain in the 
quarter-finals, whue Gross- 
man had upset second seed 
and defending champion 
Martina Navratilova in the 
third round of the 56-player, 
hard court tournament. 

Frazier, who hit 23 winners 
compared to just six from 
Grossman, called the win a 
stepping-stone for her as die, 
points towards the U.S. 
Open beginning August 29. 


“I also need some time at 
home to rest and get in 
shape,” Navratilova con- 
tinued. “Tve only been home 
for two days since May, and I 
want to spend some time 
preparing physically and 
mentally for the four or five 
other tournaments I will play 
before I retire from singles at 
the end of the year.” 

The decision means that 
Navratilova's final career 
Grand Slam match was her 
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FIND THE SETTING THICK 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
* 10 8 
OQJ 
CKQ3 
4KJ87G2 
WEST EAST 

4QJ974 *02 

?K64 753 

9107 0AJ98664 

* Q 9 6 * A 10 

SOUTH 

* AE6 3 

9 A 10 9 8 7 2 
0 2 

• 4 3 

The bidding: 

West North Ernst South 

Pus 1 * 3 0 Did 

Paw 3 NT Paw 4? 

Paw Paw Paw 

Opening lead: Ten of 0 
Your mwaioH. if you choose to 
accept H, dear reader, is to decide 
what four tricks declarer lost at the 
contract of four hearts, taking into 
consideration that declarer raffed 
two spadea in dummy. Since you will 
rued sure than 10 seconds, this col- 
umn wQl not disintegrate. 

South's double of three diamonds 
was negative. La, for takeout, to 
make sore that a 4-4 spade fit would 


not be mfaaed. South's decision to 
run from three no trump wu wise— — 
a diamond lead would hove left 
North with no play. 

East captured the queen of dia- 
monds with the ace and returned 
the eight, declarer discarding « club 
as tbe king wtm. The ace and long of 

spades were cashed and a spade was 
ruffed with a trump honor. 

The only fast return to tbe South 
hand was with a diamond raff and to 
prevent an overruff declarer raffed 
with the ace. After ruffing a spade 
with dummy's remaining trump 
honor, the king of dubs was led to 
East’s ace and declarer had to raff 
the diamond return high as West 
discarded a dub. 

When the ten of tramps was led. 

Wen shot up with the king and re- 
turned another spade. East put tbe 
five of tramps to good work, forcing 
declarer to overruff with the ei ght. 

Declarer's last two cards were the 9 

2 of hearts, while West held 6 4. The 

six of tramps had beat promoted to 
the setting trick. 

At the other table play started the 
asms way. However, declarer elect- 
ad to discard a spade on the dia- 
mond and then flneree the jack of 
clube to emerge with 10 tricks. 


A ground floor apartment in JabaJ Luweibdeh, consisting 
of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room and a 
garden. 

PImm call tel. 862584 
between fcOQ ajn. and 1:00 pjn. 


CATERING MANAGER 
REQUIRED 

to^manage restaurant complex. 
The selected person will have 
qualified from a catering college 
or university; 

and will have gained compre- 
hensive knowledge from em- 
ployment within reputable res- 
taurants. 

In addition, the chosen person 
.will have ability to deal with all 
aspects of management from 
selecting and provisioning for 
the kitchens to supervision of 
services to diners in a fast-food 
environment. 

Applications in writing, together 
with CV to: 

Box No.: 9523 
Amman, Jordan 
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Bubka factor threatens Euro champs 
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HELSINKI- (AFP) — ' 
Europe’s premier athletics 
showpiece* ended, at. the' 
weekend short on shocks, 

■ drama,' records — and Sergy 
Bubka. 

• * The Bubka factor may 6nly 
have caused a few ripples last 
week, but his absence could 
fiim into, a tidal wave thre- 
atening the veiy future of the 
European championships as a 
major event. 

The Ukrainian world re- 
cord- pole- vaulter left the 
Helsinki limelight to a dutch, 
of world-class athletes led by' 
Bri^in's world- and Olympic 1 
champion sprinter Linford 
Quisle. - 

Officially; be wanted' to 
spend .some time with Kis ' : 
family. Unofficial^, most 
athletics -pundits smelt, the 
influence of money... or 
rather, the 'lack, of it. 

Bubka can command up to-' 
50,000 pounds to' make ! a 
Grand Prix meeting appear- 
ance, with bonuses for the 35 . 
world records he has ptisted 
so far during-' a glittering 
career. ... 

■ Thtf only reward On offer at 
die European 'championships 
came in the. shape qf^jugglal 
and a'tfile. 

Christie, along with fellow 1 
Britons. Colin Jackson and 
Sally GunneU,< Germany’s 
Heike Drechsler, France’s 
Marie Jose Perec, Russian 
Irina Privaloua and Czech 
Jaa--Zelezny — as well as 
their agents and sponsors — 
a S accepted those terms. 

But,- in a sporting world 
increasingly dominated by 
wads of dollars; they may not 
be keen to repeat the experi- 
ence in four years. . 

To make matters worse, 
Christie and co. were barely 
challenged on their way to 
gold. The lack, of competi- 
tion, as Privalova suggested 
after her sprint double, de- 
valued the achievement. - 

The ’Russian, hardly cart- 
wheeling with -joy after emu- 
lating ratlin Krabbe’s feat 
four years ago, said:. ‘It was * 
to easy! Yon can't ran. fast 
■without competition.” ' 

Only Jackson, ’Britain’s 
;110m. hurdler StarBand 
already the world and Euro- 
pean record holder, managed • 
to push hupself -to, the Jfatnt, : 
producing two cham- 
pionships bests on the way to 
las winning final.. 

Christie did not need to go 
under ten seconds- for gold, 
Drechsler needed just one 



Spaniard Martin Fiz raises Unarms as be crosses the 
finish - Hue of the men’s Marathon at . the 16th 
European Athletic Championships in Helsinki, dock- 
ing a new championships record time of 3:10:30 
honrs.- Advancing to the finish in the background is 
compatriot Diego Garda, who won the sgrer medal in 
2:10:46 hrs, ahead - of another. Spaniard, Alberto 
Juzdado (AFP photo) 


jump to end her. event,- while. 
400m -runner Perec and hunt-, 
ler Gunnell both won in a 
first-gear' canter. 

. World and Olympic ja veHn 
- champion Zelzny, like Jadc- 
son.did produce a stir — by - 
losiiig. 

'■ But -even that drama was 
watered down, race he faced 
quality opposition in .the. 
shape of Britain's gold medal 
winner Steve Backley, the 
. former world record bolder 

- and defending champion, and - 
1907 world champion. Seppo 1 
Raty of Jnnland. - 

The only other shock was 
^self-inflicted^ when • decath- • 
-lete Eduard Hamalainen of- 

- Belarus, the world- number 

- two behind 1 American Dap 
O’Brien and comfortably on 
the way to the title, hit Ins 
first hurdle in his favourite 


- 110m discipline and hobbled 
out* of * Helsinki. 

To. keep the .stars, ‘the 
European Athletics Associa- 
tion may have to follow the 
International Amateur 
. . Athletics Federation’s lead at 
the World. Championships. 

At Stuttgart, it tpok a 
20,000-pound Mercedes ' for 
event winners to convince the 
‘ best to take part (some, like. 
Algerian Nouredmne Morce- 
K, who- eventually ran, and 
Kenyan Yobes Ondieki, who 
didn’t-, were, less than im- 
pressed witii ■ tiie idea of 
chassis-chasing). . 

IAAF president . Primo 
~Nebiolo has' already saFcT 
.there will be no cash hand- 
outs at the next world finals, 
at Gothenburg in Swedeh 
next year — but the trend is' 
dear. Cars today, appear- 


ance fees and cash prizes 
tomorrow. 

Without similar prizes, the 
European championships are 
doomed to- second-class sta- 
tus, reduced to the role of a. 
talent feed for nesriy-men 
and young hopefuls trying to 
make it to the big time of 
Olympics, World Cham- 
pionships and personal 
accountants. 

.The two major discoveries 
this time were Geir Moen, 
Norway’s new sprinting' find, 
and Britain’s Du'aine Lade- 
jo, the 400m mdmdual and 
relay champion.' 

- Moen, dubbed the fastest 
white man on earth; won the 
200m in a personal best Of 
• 20.30 after following Christie 
home in the 100, while Lade- 
jo, 23, ended fellow English- 
man Roger Black’s dream of 
a third Euro gold in a tow 
before wiainw^ his peace with 
him in the winning relay. 

On the down side, Helsinki 
was rife with drugs rumour. 

Only two cases, however, 
emerged during the event.' 
British sprinter Solomon 
" Wariso was withdrawn on the 
first day of the event after 
testing for ephedrine and 

Boziiancrva was 'senf* home 
for using amphetamines. 

But at least the cham- 
pionships provided “real 
athletics” rather than a menu 
of . artificially-paced record 
attempts that have become so 
familiar on the Grand Prix 
' circuit. 

. Even without' Bubka, the 
pole vault — won .by Russian 
Radiou Gataullin for the 
second 'time in a row with a 
six-metre clearance — 
■proved gripping. 

There was Bulgarian Yor- 
danka Donkova’s despair in- 
the women’s 100m hurdles,, 
when she failed to hear a 
semi-final false start and 
blasted' down the whole 
course before realising hejr 
blunder, two hours later in 
the final, those wasted 
ounces of energy doomed her 
to a disappointing bronze. 

-Spain’s dean-sweep of .the 
mar athon proved mesmeris- 
ing but the.mostjiioying mo- " 
merit of the games came in 
die men’s 3,000m steeplech- 
ase, when Alessandro Lam- 
bmschini won gold — thanks 
to compatriot Francesco 
Valletta’s helping hand. 


S. Africa aims to spoil Australian medals spree 
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VICTORIA,. British Col-, 
umbia (R) — South' African 
swimmers^ competing in their . 
first Commonwealth Games 
for 36 years, aim to help spoil - 
(he Australian medal? party 
when competition starts 'on- 
Friday. 

“The Australians have put ■ 
the word about that they are 
going to win everything. 
That’s upset a few teams,” 
South African swimming 
coach Brian Graham said on 
Sunday! 

With their 19 ' swimmers 
and barely two years experi- 
ence bade in international 
competition. South .Africa 
can hardly expect to pose a * 
serious -threat- to- Australia’s 
crack 45-strong squad. 

But they have learned a lot - 
since their disastrous first frig 
international -outing at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics, and 


confidence' is returning. '- . 

- ‘Trarings 'have improved a 
great deal in the last - two 
years, since we’ve had more 
experience and motivation,” 
said Graham. “Our target .is 
’five medals — perhaps-two or- 
.three in the relays.” - - 

At die last Commonwealth 
Games 'in Auckland, -New 
Zealand fo 1990,- Australia 
won'. 59 s wimmi ng medals, 
Canada 32, England 13 'and 
New Zealand eight. Wales 
and Zimbabwe managed one 
apiece. 

South Africa’s -hopes of 
s p rea d ing the medals a little 
more evenly this time rest on 
three .individuals — Fenny 
Heyns, ranked- fourth in .the 
world in the '. 100 metres, 
breaststroke, Fetor Williams 
in the 50 metres freestyle aqd 
Marianne Rriel in the 50 
metres freestyle and 100 


badcstrpke. 

- Heyns said she felt much 
more confident about her 
chances : both in Victoria and 
at the World Championships 
in Rome next mouth than she 
had at the Olympics. 

“I was really taken aback 
by everyone I was swimming 
against. I swam two seconds' 
.than my : best,” she 


Rrid is convinced Heyns, 
now based in. the United 
States, Win win, with her 
ad ded experience, and 
maturity. 

“It helps not to have the 
Americans and Chinese 
here,” she commented. 

“We’ve been to as may 
international meets as we 
can. That’s helped, - with 
nerves especially.” 

During their Years of isola- 
tion, South Africans bad few 


goals and tittle motivation-. . 

“There was one big com- 
petition a year — toe nation- 
als. Now we have to [aim for. 

- we can-travel. It makes it all 
worth the hours we put in,” 
Kriel said.- . 

Despite the country’s long 
coastline and balmy dimate, 
swimming is not a high pro- 
file sport in South Africa and 
there are only two Olympio- 
sized indoor pods in the 
country. 

Williams, who based him- 
self in the United States for 
several yean, has had to 
move to Durban from Johan- . 
ncsburg to be near one. 

.He has spent six years suf- 
fering from a shoulder injury 
and underwent surgery after 
the Barcelona Olympics. He 
aims now to return to top 
form In. time for the 1996 
Atlanta Games. 


nager 

'i 

3 

complex- i t 

will h ave i 

ig colle9 e ! 

comp^ .. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
• ‘ . FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living roan, com- 
pletely furnished, with telephone, television and. central 
heating. 

Location: Between the Fourth '& Fifth Circles, JabaJ 
Amman, near. Amon Hotel. - • . 

Tel: 777112 8 a.m. - 2 674028 after 4. p.m. 


3 bedroom furnished viBa. with -telephone. 
Location: 'Urruiv Uthainah near Amra Hotel. 

If Interested,- call 662740 or 815651 
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FOR RENT 
Deluxe . 
Unfurnished 

Apartment 

In beautiful Khalda, away from the city's 
congestion, but still dose to everything. First floor, - 
3 bedrooms, separate salon and sitting rooms, 
extra rooms, 2 huge verandas, lovely views; Lots of 
extras: American fireplace,, security systerns, Italian 
marble floors, built-fir dosets, covered parking, 
walled-in courtyard with basketball court. 


Dream Team II takes gold 


TORONTO (AFP)— A gold - 
medal was not enough for 
Dream Team n at the World 
Basketball 

had to win tug as welL 
accomplished, and 
then some. 

The U.S. team of National* 
Basketball Assotiation stars 
routed Russia 137-91 here 
Sunday to win the world title 
and match the gold-medal 
effort of the original 1992 
Olympic Dream Team. 

“We just turned it up a 
notch from the time we got 
out of bed, v said forward 
Dominique Wilkins, who led 
the U.S. team with 20 pants. 
“We didn't want to just win 
the gold medal. We wanted 
to win convindndy, to show 
everyone we haa been erms- 
out there.” 

O’Neal added 18 
points and 10 rebounds wfa fle 
Alonzo Mourning had 15 
points and Shawn- Kemp 
scored 14 for the U.S. squad, 
which bad defat douhh-6-. 
gore scorers. They won their 
nation’s third world title, 
matching the record set by 
the Soviet Union and Yugos- 
lavia. 

“It’s a great feeling, a very 
special moment and a step- 
ping stone in my career,” 
W ilkins said. 

Derrick Coleman opened' 
with a 3-point shot and a- 
3-point play and when Joe 
Dnmars’ followed with 
another 3-point, the rout was 
on. 

“It was all a test,” said 
Coleman, who finished with 
13 points. “The U.S. has 
won. That’s all that matters.” 

Dream Team II slam dunk- 
ed and 3-pointed tbeire way 
to a 30-12 lead after only 
6:02. The U.S. squad made 
11 Of their first 12 shots, 
pulled ahead 73-40 at half- 
time and stretched their mar- 
throughout the second 
to complete an 8-0 run 
through the event. 



Derrick Coleman of the United Stales makes a layup 
as Russian Yevgeni Kissonrin look on daring their 
gold medal championship game at the World Cham- 
pionship of Basketball In the Sky dome in Toronto 
(AFP photo) 


“It was tough to get 
motivation earlier on, but a 
championship game is great 
motivation, ’ U.S. guard 
Kevin Johnson said. “When 
the game finally meant some- 
thing, we came through." 

Coleman and Kemp 
brought an intensity the U.S. 
team lacked in most earlier 
games. 

“We wanted to come out 
with fire and energy and atti- 


tude,” Kemp said. **We 
wanted to Mow them away. 
Me and Derrick demanded 
the ball inside. We had an 
emotional lineup in there, 
some guys who were 
hungry.” 

The game qui delay became 
a showcase for the individual 
skills of NBA players, with 
Mark Price and Reggie Miller 
sinking long-rauge shots 
while Kemp and O'Neal jam- 


med home dunks and block- 
ed shores. Forceful blocks "by 
Kemp and O’Neal brought 
wide-eyed looks from. Rus- 
sian starters Mikhail 
Mikhailov and Sergei B&b- 
kov, who led Russia with 22 
points. 

“This was important for 
the progress of basketball as 
a whole,” Russian coach 
Sergei Belov said. “The rest 
of the world got to play the 
best of the world.” 

Croatia won the bronze 
medal, beating Greece 78-60 
for third place, Dino Radja 
scored 22 points and Arijan 
Komazec added 21 points 
and nine assists for Croatia. 

The game came just ' 13 
hours after a 60-64 semi-fmal 
loss to Russia cost Croatia an 
expected spot in the final. 

“It’s not easy to play with 
motivation 12 'hours after a 
difficult loss," Croatia's Toni 
Kukoc said. “I don't think 
they beat us os much os we 
beat ourselves. But third in 
the world is a big success for 
us.” 

Komazec scored 10 points 
in a 16-7 Croatia run to open 
the second half, pulling his 
team ahead 54-39 with 12 
minutes remaining. Greece 
never came within 10 points 
after that. 

“It wasn’t a beauty of a 
game, but we played just well 
enough to win," Radja said. 
“Wc didn’t show a good face, 
but it was hard after an emo- 
tional loss. This young coun- 
try of only four million peo- 
ple has medals in the Olym- 
pics, European and world 
championships. We all have 
to be satisfied. After all these 
imcs, 1 think we can be 
tappy.” 

Stojan Vrankovic had 11 
points and 15 rebounds, 
kukoc had 14 points, includ- 
ing back-to-back 3-point 
shots to sun a 17-4 run that 
put Croatia ahead to stay just 
6-38 into the game. 
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Shawn Kemp (left), Reggie Miller (middle), and Joe 
Dnmars of the United States hold up their medals 
after winning the gold medal championship game at 


the World Championship of Basketball in the Sky- 1 
dome. Hie U.S. beat Russia 137-91 (.AFP photo) 


FOR SALE 

1991. BMW 31 8rs, duty not paid, excellent 
condition. Low mileage, 5-speed manual trans- 
mission, radio/stereo cassette. 

Call 821326. 


JUST ARRIVED !! 

An impressive new library of 
books on Islam and Middle East. 

Amman Bookshop 
3rd Circle - 644013 


INDEFElfDENT FURNISHED FLAT 
NEAR 5th Circle 

Fully furnished, with private entrance, gar- 
age and garden .in a two-floor private 
building. Located in an excellent residential 
area. 

Cosy, consists of sitting room, dining room, 
2 bedrooms, 2’ bathrooms and kitchen with 
American appliances (fridge, cooker, and 
automatic washing machine). 

Fully carpeted, centrally heated, own tele- 
phone, colour TV and vaccum cleaner. 

Call 673166/688370 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Announces Kindergarten Registration 

- Low tuition fees. 

- No capital fund assessment fee until first grade 
-Full day classes, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new facilities 

- American curriculum: 

• Whole language programme 

• Integrated curriculum 

• Special classes in computers, P.E., and music. 

Reserve a place In ACS’s first grade prog- 
ramme for the following year. For more 
information, call 813944 or 813946 between 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
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Cinema . ■ Tel.: 63*144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.:699238' 

PLAZA. . 

Cinema ’ TcK: 67?420 

CONCORD 

' ‘ ‘ Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMXKOUN _ 

Tel.: 675571 

NabU AI Mashtal Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tei : 625151 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Richard Gere/Sharon Stone 

■ • ■ » in. :. 

INTERSECTION 

Sboiv$:12:3Q.' 3:30, 6:16, 830, 1030 

. Mahmoud Abed Al Aziz 

IN- 

KHALTBITA 

’ Shows; 1230, 330. 6:15, 830, 1030 
eh. ’ '■** 

CONCORD m n*. _ 
STRIKING DISTANCE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15; 830, 10:30 

;; concord *2* 

ROBINH OOD 

- - Shows: 6:15, 830, 1030 

Gnema and Theatre 

Marlin Khov and Michele Worth 
in 

To Be The Best 

Shows: 1230. 330, 6rf» 

From Aug. 24 the political play “Sahra 
Kajmonneyeh" 

The political play 

Welcome Arabic Swnunit 

At 8:30 every Saturday and Sunday 

Salam Ya Salam play 

At 8:30 every Monday, Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
closed. 

Present their pia v 
•MAT. A PEACES 
(Solar* Ya ’^fem) 

Daily at 8 30 :• .-n 

The theatre dcse ■'■} m Tue 
anys 












ferael increases Palestinian workers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel on Monday 
increased the number of Palestinians permitted to work in 
Us territory from 56,000 to 63,750, an official said. Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin took the decision to help the 
Palestinian self-rale authority solve its economic problems, 
an official source said. The World Labour Organisation 
(WLO) has estimated that the Gaza Strip suffers 41 per 
cent unemployment and the West Bank 25 per cent. 
Frustration at the Israeli limit placed on the number of 
Palestinian work peimits has spared dashes between 
workers and Israeli soldiers at border crossings. Israeli 
coordinator in the West Bank and Gaza General Danny 
Rothschild told the government -the cost of form products 
had rise by 50 to 100 per cent in Gaza since Yasser Arafat 
returned there in mid-July. Gen. Rothschild also said there 
was a serious housing problem in Gaza after die arrival of 
10,000 police and dvil servants of the Palestinian authority. 


Anti-Zionist requests Palestinian passports 


GAZA STRIP (AFP) — Ultra Orthodox Rabbi Moshe 
Hirsh asked Yasser Arafat Sunday to give Palestinian 
passports to all the members of his anti-Zionist sect, Hirsch 
announced after the meeting. “We are impatiently waiting 
for these passports because we don’t recognise the Zionist 
entity,” he hold reporters, adding that he had hundreds of 
thousands of followers. “I consider Arafat to be my 
president and besides he has appointed me minister,” said 
Rabbi Hirsh. 62, whose organisation is part of the Netoure 
Karta sect and has several dozen ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
followers. Palestinian officials said the passport request was 
being considered and added that Rabbi Hirscfa bad been 
appointed “advisnr for Jewish affairs'” and not minister. 
Rabbi Hirsch said Mr. Arafat had appointed him to 
oversee Jewish interests in the new autonomous regions, 
namely cemeteries. The Netoure Karta sect considers that 
the creation of a Jewish state in Palestine before die coming 
of the Messiah is a sacrilege. Rabbi Hirsch’s group is the 
only one to have established contact with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO). 


Tel Aviv gets new breed of ratcatchers 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Tel Aviv authorities, faring a plague 
of rats, mice and moles in the city , have found a new ally in 
their battle against rodents — black snakes. A snake 
breeder, Yosef Cohen, has offered the services of 12 of his 
Don-venomous stock to the public, the municipality said. 
The snakes will be a rapid deployment force, returning to 
their cages promptly after each operation, to avoid scaring 
the public. Mr. Cohen said his method was preferable to 
setting traps for rodents or baiting them with poisoned food 
which could equally harm domestic pets. 


Search ends for shipwrecked sailors 


RABAT (AFP) — Moroccan and Spanish rescue workers 
suspended Sunday their search for three Spanish sailors 
whose cargo boat sank the previous day off Rabat, 
maritime officials in Casablanca said. The cargo boat 
Tamber River registered in Malta was heading Cram the 
Canary Islands toward Spain when it sank Saturday in high- 
winds. The sailors jumped overboard with their lifejackets. 
The crew managed to launch a distress single before 
abandoning ship, maritime officials said. Four of the 
sailors, all Spanish and including a woman, were rescued 
Saturday while a fifth was found dead. Officials said foe 
search for three missing sailors would resume on Monday 
although they said there was little hope of finding them 
alive as their life jackets had been found earlier. 


U.M. to launch an appeal for aid to Yemen 


SANAA (AFP) — The United Nations is to launch an 
urgent appeal for humanitarian aid to Yemen, U.N. 
officials said Monday. It will be the first U.N. appeal for 
aid in Yemen since the war here ended over a month ago. 
“Some 375,000 people have suffered from the combined 
effects of displacement , . destruction of infrastructure, lack 
of food, proper sewerage and insufficient water,” said 
U.N. spokesman Nejib Friji. The U.N. is to launch the 
appeal on Tuesday, asking the international community for 
S22 million to cover emergency needs. It will emphasise its 
concern about the grave danger to life and livelihoods 
paused by land mines, especially in the southern provinces 
of Aden and Abyan, said Mr. Friji. 


Flight of German volunteers delayed 


CAIRO (AP) — A chartered Russian airliner carrying 
German medical volunteers en route to help Rwandan 
refugees made an unscheduled landing in Cairo early 
Monday after suffering technical troubles. The plane 
landed about 1:30 a.m. and was still on the ground 10 hours 
later, said airport officials who -declined 1 to be identified. 
The 266 doctors, nurses and aides travelling to Goma, 
Zaire, spent the night in the airport’s transit area. The 
nature of the aircraft’s problems and when it would 
continue its journey were not immediately known. The 
medical mission is organised by the relief agency Care and 
backed by the German government. The volunteers who 
departed from the Cologne-Bonn airport Sunday are the 
first of 6,000 medical students and others who pledged two 
weeks each of their time to the refugees. 


Kuwait to take delivery of U.S. tanks 


KUWAIT (AP) — A military delegation is in the United 
States to take delivery of 218 M1A2 Abrams tanks the 
emirate bought under a $1.8 billion deal with the U.S. 
General Dvnaraic Corp., defence ministry officials said 
Monday. They said the delegation headed by Brigader 
Genera] Salem Massoud A1 Srour, commander of the 
emirates’s land forces, will take delivery of the armour at a 
ceremony at the army tank plant in Lima, Ohio, Thursday. 
The MlA2s. an improved version of the weapon that’ 
decimated Iraq’s Soviet-built armoured corps during the 
1991 Gulf war. will reinforce Kuwait's current tank force of 
150 Yugoslav-built M-S4s, variants of the Russian T-72. 
General Dynamics wen the Kuwaiti order in October 1992 
in the face of stiff competition from the British-built 
Challenger 2 tank after intense lobbying by then President 
George Bush. 


Two children killed in Iran explosion 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Two children were killed and two 
others injured when an “unidentified object” exploded in a 
city in southwestern Iran, the official news agency IRNA 
reported. The victims, aged 11 and 12, were lolled Simday 
while playing with the object they had found in the city of 
Khoramshahr in Khuzestan province, it said. The author- 
ities have launched an investigation to determine the type 
of the explosive. Hundreds of civilians have been killed or 
injured by shells and mines strewn across the border region 
of western Iran, remnants of the intense figh ti ng in the 
1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war. 


Thai-Saudi theft probe to end this month 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The Thai interior minister vowed 
Monday that an investigation into a 1989 Saudi jewelry 
theft which has soured relations with Riyadh would end in 
two weeks with the questioning of a last suspect. Chaowaht 
Yongchaioyudh told reporters that Thai investigators still 
needed to interrogate former police chief Sawat Amonu- 
wat who lead the search and reovery of $20 millio n m 
jewels stolen from a Saudi prince.. Mr. Sawat is to turn 
himself in for questioning after Aug. 19, when he is due 
back from a trip abroad. The jewels, which were taken by a 
Thai labourer in Riyadh, were recovered in 1990 but only 
some of them were returned to the prince, and much of 
what was sent back was fake. 


RCRM MEETS: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Monday chain the first meeting of the newiy -constituted 
Royal Commission for Reform and Modernisation (RCRM), 
which he formed Monday in implementation of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s directives. Prince Hassan reviewed fbe 


important role of the commission and the great responsdbi- 
fites ahead of it (A detailed report on die meeting win be 
published in Wednesday’s issue of the Jordan Times) (Petra 
photo) 


Iran: Argentine file full of blunders 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Ii Ji 
has said a report by an 
Argentine judge Uniting it to 
the July 18 bomb blast at a 
Jews centre m Buenos Aires 
was frill of discrepancies and 
blunders. 

The official Ir anian news 
agency IRNA quoted a fore- 
ign ministry official as saying 
mat the judge, instead of 
relying on facts, had based 
his case on the claims of an 
Iranian working as an agent 
of the Americans. 

The official also reiterated 
previous I ranian statements 
that four Iranian officials 
allegedly linked to the blast 
were not in Argentina on the 
dates mentioned in the 
judge's report. He listed the 
dates of their arrivals and 
departures which showed 
they were not in Argentina 
on July 18. 

Ties between Buenos Aires 
and Tehran are tense after 
the Judge, Jnan Jose 
Galeano, acting on the testi- 
mony of Manoochehr 
Motamer — an Iranian 
whose credentials have been 


-died into question — issued 
i ternational arrest warrants 
last week for three Iranian 
diplomats and a member of 
parliament. 

“The Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said it was better for the 
federal judge to rely upon 
Argentine government re- 
cords ... instead of the claims 
of an anti-revolutionary fugi- 
tive and a CIA (Central In- 
telligence Agency) mercen- 
ary,” IRNA said. 

“He said the date of depar- 
ture of the four accused Ira- 
nians have been stamped on 
their passports by Buenos 
Aires airport officials, and it 
is hoped that the judge would 
avoid causing further embar- 
rassment by nis naivety to the 
judicial and executive offi- 
cials of Argentina." 

Motamer has been various- 
ly described as a former di- 
plomat, a disaffected ex- 
secretary to an Iranian reli- 
gious minister, a businessman 
and a double or triple agent 

Iran, which denies any 
links to the blast says he is 
former shopkeeper “whose 


resort to many false identities 
(and) to profuse scandalous 
claims has been established.” 

Argentine President Carlos 
Menem last week threatened 
to kick out Iran’s envoy to 
Argentina, and Foreign 
Minister Guido di Telia said 
Buenos Aires might demand 
that Tehran hand over the 
four officials. 

Argentina said Sunday it 
wants President Clinton and 
Latin American leaders to 
discuss security at a hemis- 
pheric summit. 

“An invitation was sent to 
the . hemispheric summit to 
take this (attack) into consid- 
eration,” Vice Foreign Minis- 
ter Fernando Petreha said, 
referring to the July 18 blast. 

Mr. Clinton is to host the 
summit in Miami in De- 
cember. 

Mr. Petrella also said Mr. 
Di Telia called his colleagues 
in neighbouring nations Fri- 
day to discuss a warning 
Argentina received from 
Israel about the possibility of 
more attacks. 

President Menem’s gov- 


ernment has said it has been 
warned that new blasts could 
take place in Argentina and 
in neighbouring countries. 

The security issue may also 
be raised at a Latin American 
summit to be held next 
month in Ho dg Jangiro/Mr. 
Retrenla sdd. 

'Dcspkte Mp. MelemVcaUq 
to b‘go nm firing lormanly/% 
not*aQ "was ‘nstngss aq usual 
in Argentina after the warn- 
ings, which were made by 
Israel and confirmed by in- 
telligence agencies from 
other countries. 

Security was tightened 
throughout Argentina. In 
Buenos Aires, hospitals were 
on red alert and police with 
sniffer dogs stood guard out- 
side synagogues and 
armo ure d ponce trucks were 
parked outside Jewish 
schools. 

The Argentine hockey 
association Saturday called 
off a women’s match after a 
team refused to play at a 
Jewish club for security 
reasons, the daily Oarin re- 
ported. 


Iraqi planning minister said sidelined 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iragi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has sacked planning minister 
Samil Majid Faraj following 
tire publication of a report by 
his ministry that inflation in 
sanctions-crippled Iraq has 
reached astronomical levels, 
the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) reported 
Monday. 

The authoritative oil indus- 
try newsletter, published in 
Nicosia, gave no other de- 
tails. 

It was not clear why Mr. 
Faraj’s mi nistry published a 
report painting such a bleak 
picture of Iraq’s deteriorating 
economy which could under- 
mine the credibility of the 
government. 

But it unde rimed the reg- 
ime’s sensitivity to criticism 
of its efforts to counter the 
impact of the embargo and 
the severe hardship it is caus- 
ing Iraq's 18 mflfion people. 

The ministry report said 
that inflation had reached 
24,000 per cent. That seems . 
an exaggerated figure, even 


in Iraq. 

No one has accurate fi- 
gures. But at tire start of tire 
year, inflation was estimated 
to have reached 6,000 per 
cent since August 1990. 

MEES said Mr. Faraj was 
relieved of his post last week 
and appointed a minister of 
state without portfolio, effec- 
tively sidelining him. 

He was appointed planning 
minister in March 1991 in the 
first of a series of cabinet 
reshuffles President Saddam, 
carried out after the Gulf war 
teat ended the previous 
month. There were six alone 
in 1991 between March and 
November. 

The last major reshuffle 
was May 29, when President 
Saddam dismissed Prime 
Minister Ahmad Hussein 
Khudayyir — the third per- 
son to hold the post since the 
1990 Kuwait crisis — ami 
named himself premier of a 
26-member cabinet. 

President Saddam had held 
the pre mi ership from 1979' 
until relinquishing it in 1991. 


Reclaiming the pre- 
miership was widely seen by 
Western analysts as an 
attempt by the Iraqi presi- 
dent to prevent the worsen- 
ing economic crisis caused by 
the U.N. trade sanctions, im- 
posed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, from 
undermining his authority. 

On May 25, President Sad- 
dam dismissed Agriculture 
Minister Bashir Alwan Ham- 
rnadi for failing to check the 
skyrocketing price of food. 

The government’s inability 
to contain the worsening food 
supply situation, despite ex- 
ecuting merchants accused of 
hoarding or price-gouging 
and moneychangers blamed 
for the Iraqi dinar’s collapse, 
is apparently due to the feet 
that Baghdad’s coffers are 
depleting rapidly. 

In recent months, Baghdad 1 
has taken increasingly draco- 
nian steps to curb Iraq’s run- 
away inflation and to contain 
a nationwide crime wave 
spawned by Iraqis’ plight. 

Last June, President Sad- 


dam signed decrees ordering 
authorities to cot off tire 
hands of thieves. Recidivists 
would also have a leg ampu- 
tated. People using guns dur- 
ing a robbery were to be shot 
by firing squad. 

The regime has also im- 
posed massive exit taxes on 
Iraqis to prevent them leav- 
ing the country. 

Baghdad's A1 Thawra daily 
reported several days ago 
that the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council h a s ban- 
ned the transfer of ownership 
of real estate by Iraqis who 
have been abroad for more 
than two years. 

That move — in effect, 
confiscation of property — 
appeared to be an attempt to 
penalise those who have fled 
since 1990. 


The ruling said absentee 
Iraqis also are forbidden to 
collect rent on their property 
in Iraq, which now will be 
paid into a special fund con- 
trolled by the finance 
mimstzy. 


Yemen 
amnesty 
expires 


SANAA (R) — An amnesty 
for supporters of a self-de- 
clared southern Yemeni state 
crashed six weeks ago ex- 
pired on Monday after en- 
couraging about 9,000 fugi- 
tives to return from abroad, 
officials in Sanaa said. 

The last of the returning 
exiles came back to Yemen 
cm Sunday, an official in the 
Yemeni capital said. One 
group of 150 people came 
from the Yemem-Omani bor- 
der area and another of 116 
from Djibouti. 

Another source said^nere 
were stSU a few exiles on 
Yemen’s border with Saudi 
Arabia and Oman and across 
the Red Sea in Djibouti — 
the main areas where suppor- 
ters of tiie abortive southern 
secession bid fled after Sanaa 
government forces won the 
two-month dvil war on July 
7. ’ 

War broke out on May 4 
between forces loyal to Presi- 
dent AK Abdullah Saleh and 
Ali Salem A1 Beidh, his 
southern rival and former 
vice-president in a united Ye- 
men formed in 1990. 

Shortly after fighting be- 
gan, Mr. Saleh declared a 
general amnesty for all those 
who supported Mr. Beidh 
and took part in military op- 
erations. 

One official source said the 
amnesty “applies even to 
those who committed acts 
c o n stituti ng war crimes, such 
as the firing of Said missiles 
against dvifian targets during 
the war, if they return before 
the expiry of the deadline.” 

Sanaa was the target of at 
least 25 attacks by Scud mis- 
siles fired by southern forces, 
two of whidi hit residential 
areas and killed and wounded 
more than 150 people. 

Political sources said there 
was a possibility that Mr. 
Saleh might decide to extend 
tiie deadline- at the last mo- 
ment in the hope of persuad- 
ing the re maining exfles to 
return, but there was no offi- 
cial con firm ation of this. 

The exiled Yemenis, most- 
ly from the south, were main- 
ly soldiers and policemen 
who fled to neighbouring 
countries after Mr. Saleh’s 
forces captured Aden, capital 
of tiie secesftonist state de- 
dares by Mr. Beidh. 

Mr. Beidh, leader of the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), 
fled to Oman. 

The amnesty excluded 16 
scessionist leaders topped by 
Mr. Beidh. One of these, 
former Oil Minister Saleh 
Abu Bakr Ben Hussainoun, 
was killed in action in the 
final days of the war. 

The fate of another, Saleh 
Monassar A1 Seyali, the for- 
mer governor of Aden, was 
not known although some re- 
ports have suggested that he 
was killed after the fall of 
Aden. 

Those on the wanted fist, 
including Mr. Beidh, can also 
return home to stand trial, 
Mr. Saleh has repeatedly 
said. 

The list included top YSP 
officials like former Yemeni 
Prime Minister Haider Abu 
Bakr A1 Attas, former De- 
fence Minister Haitham Qas- 
sem Taher, both from the 
YSP. It also includes the for- 
mer vice-president of the 
breakway state, Abdul Rah- 
man A1 Jifri of the Sons of 
Yemen League Party. 

One source said state pro- 
secutors would start prepar- 
ing files on the charges to be 
levelled against the separatist: 
leaders and they would be 
tried in absentia if they did 
not return home. 


Carlos the jackal eluded arrest for two decades 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
At the height or his notoriety, 
Carlos the jackal was a flam- 
boyant gtm-for-hire and re- 
volutionary with a taste for 
the good life. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Ilich ramirez Sanchez, began 
his career in 1970, when he 
joined the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). 

Since then, he was in- 
volved in some of the most 
spectacular attacks around 
the world, including the 1972 
killing of 11 Israeli athletes at 
the Munich Olympics, the 
1974 takeover of the French 
embassy in the Hague and 
the 1976 hijacking of an Air 
France jetliner to Entebbe, 
Uganda. 

Born OcL 12. 1949, Carlos 
is the son of a wealthy com- 
munist Venezuelan lawyer, 
Jose ADagrada Sanchez, who 
gave each of his three sons 
one name of Russian revolu- 
tionary leader Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin. 

In 1964 he joined the com- 
munist students’ movement 


in the streets of Caracas. 
From there he went on to 
guerrilla training in Cuba. 

In 1968, die Venezuelan 
communist party sponsored 
his attendance at Lumumba. 
University in Moscow, where 
many Third World nationals 
were selected by the KGB 
spy agency for training as 
Soviet agents or as political 
activists in their homelands. 

While there, Carlos came 
•in contact with the PFLP and 
went to Jordan to train at its 
camps. 

He has said in interviews 
that the from assigned him to 
its “foreign operations” 
branch in 1971 and he took 
part in the fighting against 
the Jordanian army when it 
cracked down on the guer- 
rillas. 

Carlos also was linked with 
Germany's Baader-Meinhof 
Gang, the Turkish Popular 
Liberation Front, the 
Japanese Red Army, the 
Basque Separatist Movement 
in Spain and various other 
Palestinian organisations. 

He told the A1 Watan A1 


Arabi magazine in 1976 that 
he shot and wounded British 
millionaire Edward Seff, a 
prominent Jew whose family 
owns Spencers, in London in 
1973. 

Carlos was sentenced in 
absentia by France in 1992 to 
Hfe in prison for the killing of 
two French intelligence 
agents. The agents were kil- 
led in 1975 while they were 
investigating attacks on 
planes of Israel’s El A1 airlines 
at Paris' Orly airport. 

He also was held responsi- 
ble for die December 1975 
attack on OPEC headquar- 
ters in Vienna, in which three 
people were killed and 11 
taken hostage. The cartel’s 
oil ministers were, taken in a 
hijacked plane to North 
Korea in a $1 billion ransom 
drama. •' 

- One hostage was Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani, then Saudi 
Arabia's oil minister, who* 
later called Carlos a “ruthless 
tenon# who operates with 
cold-blooded, surgical preci- 
sion.” 

By 1981, Carlos reportedly 


was organising covert opera- 
tions for the Syrian govern- 
ment aimed at overthrowing 
the Iraqi government. Some 
reports said he was the leader 
of a Libyan hit squad sent to 
kill President Reagan in 
1981. 

In March 1982, Carlos 
threatened to strike against 
tnc French government un- 
less it freed two of his sus- 
pected agents. Bruno Bre- 
guet, a Swiss, and Magdalena 
Kopp, a Wet German, who 
were arrested the previous 
month in Paris. 

The threat was contained 
in a letter bearing his finger- 
prints, verified by French 
police. It was the first proof 
in six years that he was alive. 

Later that month, a bomb 
exploded the Paris-Tonlouse 
express, killing six people 
and wounding 15. The 
French blamed Carlos. 

In April 1982, a bomb ex- 
ploded in a rush-hour crowd 
just off the Champs Etysees, 
killing a pregnant woman and 
wounding 63 other people. 

On New Years’ Eve, 1983, 


bombs exploded in Marseil- 
les’ main railroad terminal 
and on the Paris-MarseiUes 
express, killing five people 
and wounding 50. 

Kopp and Breguet were 
released in May 1985. Kopp 
flew to Damascus to join her 
lover Carlos, and the two 
later were married. 

Carlos sought refuge in 
Syria m 1985. Since then, as 
far as was known, he had 
lived quietly in Damascus 
with his wife and their daugh- 
ter, Rosa. ^ 

In 1990, Hungarian state 
television showed 10-year-old 
film of intelligence agents 
trying to coax Carlos into 
leaving Hungary. It became 
«ear that former communist 
leaders had permitted Carlos 
to use Hungary and East 
Germany as a base for his 
attacks and supported his op- 
erations. ^ 

The Syrians, seeking to im- 
prove their image with the 
Americans following the cni. 
Ja^e of the Soviet Union, 
reportedly had tried to kick 
Carlos out * 



Bhutto intern 
to save Siamese 
twins -SS? 

KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) " ■ 
_ Prime Minister Benazfcv 
Bhutto has intervened to try ' > 
to save 21-month-old ■>-. 
Siamese twin girls, who are -- 
joined at the head. Sum 
their birth in October 1992, - 
Nida and Hire have been V . 
laving in a hospital bed here 
because their family is toojJ 
poor to afford the $150,000 it -4 . 
would cost to separate them.?'/^ 
Their father, Anwer Jamal, 
eams $70 a month worl * 
for a courier service. Se\ 
weeks ago Ms. Bhutto read a : -4 
newspaper story about the " 
twins and offered to pay for 
the surgery, which is ex- 
pected to take place in the 
.next few months in the Un- 
ited States or Britain, said 
Dr. Iqtidar Hamid Bhatti, a 
leading neurosurgeons. But 
Dr. Bhatti said the twins 
share both the skull and 
brain. “One of them is most 
likely to die on the operating 
tab le, while the other has 
only a poor chance at surviv- 
al,” be told the Associated 
Press. Mr. Jamal wants to go 
ahead with the operation. 

The twins were among tri- 
plets and their sister is heal- 
thy. The Siamese twins are 
lively and quick to smile un- 
less they want to be moved or 
played with, the nurses say. 
Then they howl. “I have faith 
in God that both my daugh- 
ters will survive the surgery,” 
said Mr. Jamal. “And if that 
is not possible then I win . /%_' 
leave it to the doctor to de- 
cide which one will live.” But 
some at the National Institute 
of Child Health, where die 
twins are being treated, 
oppose spending the money 
on an operation that has only 
a sKm chance at success. 
“Thousans of children die sv- 
ery year in this country be* 
cause of lack of proper hos- 
pital facilities and medicine, " 

Dr. Zeenat Isani, head of the 
institute, told the Associated 
Press. “It is much better to 
invest the money in the hos- 
pital which could help save 
hundreds of fives.” 
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Baby snatcher 
pretended to give 
birth— police 


LILLE, France (R) — 
French police recovered a 
baby boy they Say had been 
snatched from a maternity 
hospital by a woman who 
tried to pass him off as her 
own after pretending she had 
given birth. Police said 
Nadege Breviere, 37, had 
planned meticulously to 
make her neighbours believe 
she was about to give birth, 
pretending her belly was 
swelling, printing birth 
notices and preparing the 
baby’s room. Medical tests 
on Breviere, who has a 15- 
year-old daughter, showed 
she had not been pregnant, 
police said. Her husband 
Max, 45, told police he had 
been taken in as his wife 
refused to allow him to see 
her unclothed. The investi- 
gating judge was not con- 
vinced and remanded the 
couple in custody, formally 
placing them under investiga- 
tion on suspicion of kidnap- 
ping. Breviere was taken to 
hospital under police surveill- 
ance after collapsing during 
questioning, she is to under- 
go psychiatric tests. Police 
said week-old Brandon Podc- 
vin was taken while his 
mother was smoking it 
cigarette in a corridor a 
smuggled out of the hospi 
in the. northern town of 
Valenciennes in a bag. they 
alleged Breviere then drove 
home to the nearby village bf 
Mortagne-Du-Nord in an 
ambulance, pretending she 
was returning from giving 
birth to the boy whom she 
renamed Arthur'. 
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Iranians gel top 
awards at Locarno 
film festival 


LOCARNO , Switzerland 5 
(AFP) — Two Iranian 
Ibrahim Foruzesh’s Khonuehi 
and Kyannsh Ayyaifs Aba? 
dani-Ha, were awarded 
top prizes at the Locarno* 
Film Festival whidi ch 
here Sunday. Khomreh 
ceived the Golden L 
and Abadani-Ha the 
Leopard. The third prize. 
Bronze Leopard, went to 
film Rosine by Christine C. 
Here of France. Freni 
actresses Bernadette 
and Bulle Ogitr 
awarded the special 
Leopard for their role in. 
non Vernionx's Personae 
M’Aime. Chinese fibn.mf 
Zhou Xiaowen was even 
jury's special prize 
film Ermo. 
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